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PROSPEGTUS. 



IN all Diversions, of whatever character, som^ 
aoknowledg^ed law for proceeding and acting up- 
on is^ absolutely necessary, not only to enable 
Umpires to give a speedy and determinate judg- 
inent, but to convince a majority of unbiase4 
spectators of its propriety. Accordingly, in 
England where aueh a variety of amusements 
pr^v^il, we find same directly sigictioued by 
the fe^M7a/ttr« itself ;^ and others, though govern- 
ed by regqifation^ principally devised by theori-, 
ginal institutors of them, s<9 sufficiently recogni^ 
zed by their^uration, and universal adoption, as 
to render them effective^ The high estimation 
m which Scientific Wrbstuzig is at present 
held ^n some of the northern Counties, is fully 
^ylqced by the sijims subscribed, and the imnfieosct 
asseipbMLge of^all i^^^nks who attend at/Carlisle* 
j^eswick, and' n^ii^erous otber plac^ to witness* 
it'. T;b» wapt^f sQo^e ftandio'^ regul3atk>iM»{for 
coi^djiicting this^musemf nt faasi49flen been 'felt by r 
tt^os^. concerned Jn its immedi^ . direction ; to^ 
rj^^i^y fthiSjr^thepppiiUrity of the exerciso>-^^ 
^3fjA. ful^, aiit|>ority which the Author has Cor, 
asiitdni^ thio'publlc^ thatttfie DiRi^cnovis here; 
l«tld doWn'^are pireclsely ^hose whleh wIlLbe act- 
ed upon at Catlfeli^ Rades, atid probably thrbftgfh- 
oijit the North o^jBn^Uhd, have induced the pub- ' 
li0^^H>i^'O£ thU^^yr^a^ti^e^ The extensive; Patron^ 
a^.firomised to the^ Worlc^ iin4 tte.greal^eAi- 
ridsi^ tilil teterest w bidt wttli aimtoratty )m ^x^ 
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Iv PEO8PECT0S. 

cited by a Treatise (not'Otily an original^ bat 
- the rery first) on so fi^piilar a subject, leave the 
Author in no doubt respecting his ultimate in- 
demnification. 

To render it as entertaining as possible to the 
genefalitjr 6f readers, besides containing the Ba- 
sis, and Comments upon it, indispensably ne- 
cessary, not only for Wrestleirs themselves, but 
to alt Specftators who wish to understand what 
so highly interests them ; this Work will cotitidn 
progressive Anecdotes of Wrestling from the re* 
motie^ eth to which it can be traced, to the "dme 
6f tts publication : a Philosophical Dissertation 
<m Wrestling as compared with many other a- 
fntfisements^ of the present day ; and a complete 
Review Of *the various comj^etftions whicli have 
^ken lilkce alt C^Hiide, ke8iii^{dfc,^Atnblesld^9 ai^d 
^any^ther cfelebrated pl&Oes of tneetiiigi occa- 
iflMalljr iiW^*pfersed with Memoirs oft and CH- 
ir^es opdii, ^he W^festling of most bf the cete- 
bflKted Men In (3biM^tldttd and ' Westmortand 
WilJhiA'the last *Wty Tears.— Of Hhe Airthor'* 
puf^tibttllir ca^WlRy for the uti«ertttkittg few^- 
s^rvatfons are nfecestory. Prdotlctflly , %is name 
aloneSs suAtftenf! In a Mlierary view, theMrwt 
rim»t,tein'*a M^her t^alies^ speak 'fiHr tt&elf : intls 
Mff^ W04idp« the SioHce wUl aoqaiiie Hmirmo^ 
/,-«^/^tbe Mp^rimc0d Wimtlerr ftud vofiie 
thing worthy Ms cMentian /— ti» Reader whose 
olnect is curiosity f some amusement! and those 
who have hitherto censured Wrestlings ais degra- 
dhigv«iid brutal; iK*cdi?er, that ^hen ftey^ ven- 
ture to condentt» what they <o W)i understand, 
they o^y betrayiih^ tnfilnndties of human nature*. 
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Prefaces, aud DEDicATiOBfS, are such com- 
mon appendages to a publication, that orii^inal 
in many things, we had it in contemplation to be 
go in this likewise ; more particularly, as we had 
determined to prefix what served us for a Pros- 
pectus, to the Work itself; conceiving it might 
suffice for both purposes. But our old acquaint- 
ance, Tim Twistwell, a knowing kind of chapf 
and something of a Wrestler, looking in upon 
us and observing we were busy writing over the 
first sheet for the press, desired to look at the 
Preface. '* Preface! truly 1 moan to write 
none." " VVhatI write no Prefece I thf^ ft^llowV 
daft!'* " Why so, Tim? of what advantage 
will either Preface or Dedication be to me ? the 
first could be of no use; and the odds are, I 
would lose by the othlu*. Mine, as the Prospec- 
tus declares, is an original work, and I promise 
thee it is all my own ; good or bad^ to no man 
am I indebted for a single sentence.*' " Worse 
and worse,'* quoth Tim, " for I myself can tell 
thee of many things which require explanation, 
if not apology. First of all, hast thou strictly 
adhered to the plan specified in the Prospectus ?'* 
«' Why, not exactly ; I mean to give some ac- 
count of Wrestling from the era of the Patriarch 
Jacob, and the Dissertation upon it before the 
Basis, which precedes them in the Prospectus-, 
but I think neither thee, or the public, v.ill ;jtic- 
kle at that. What next V " There is not a 
single picture hi the whole bdok !'* " Neither is 
there in many voldmed of sermons ; or evea Ei-^ 
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bles themselves. Plates are expensive; and I 
hope my explanations will elucidate the only 
point where they could^be at all useful, better 
than a thoui$and. Go on?" «' Thou hast not 

taken sufficient pains to acquire information." 
" 'Too much pudding will choak a dog/ .Tinpu 
I know enough without it to illustrate my "own 
opinion of the subject ; and except in the histo- 
rical department, where quotatioQS are b6'th . a- 
musini^ and instructive, my own knowledge will 
be sufficient. Proceed." " The Wrestlers 
whose names are introduced will be angfyT* 
" That frightens not jne :— let those who are 
dead^ find fault if they'can ! arid as for the livfpg, 
they have no reason. I will be the ehfoiiicler 
of their fame, and they shall thankme ; for none 
but distinguished heroes answer. my purpose.; 
even the name of Tim Twistwell will not •orna- 
ment my pages, because thou art not a first cater ! 
any thing else V " Yes. At least apologize for 
thy bad language, and bad grammar. For 
though thou cirU or wert^ a goldish Wrestler ; 
and I believe knows a good deal about It ; where 

the d 1 couldst thou learn to write even 

decently 1" " Not from thee, or the Personage 
thou hast appealed to, certainly. But answer 
me two questions in thy turn. Does not the sub- 
ject require a practical man ?" " Yes." 
" Thinkest thou there is one man in the king- 
dom who has won as many prizes as I have and 
can write better ?" « No r «« Then be con- 
tent good Tim, and in lieu of a Preface, I will 
publish our Conversation." 
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OMwicul ih$eeaaie9 ^f WreMimgj from ihe 
remoie^i era to mhiih it can be traeMt to Ihe 
year 1823. 

In commeoping with this part of our subjecty . 
w<e4li^loarselire8 standing m>Qn high grq«iid« 
Tb» iffitaeooant we bara of Wre$Utog> platcesit 
iftpoMit of Mutaqoky -and respectability > not only 
thct finty but lafiiiitely superior to any otfa#r a- 
■raseoient at present prevalent. in the wluftle 
world. . For the truth of this assertion^ wei quote 
no anonymous author, whose authenticity might 
well tie diqmted! nofaeathenwriter> whose Id o« 
iatrousiiftney night give.birth toJauiglnary chi- 
BMras ! No ! the preeedent we will quote was 
•t>ett anterior to^sneh writers as we have 49SQn- 
bed. It 4s one whiohno Christiafn ean, or will, 
JUsputB:*^itisto be found in that Book, which 
treats of the oreation of man^ and the bjagianiiig 
#ltbeworld ; awthentiosted by^diviner'eoniniand, 
and wriilen by that sacred end inspired histof ia^h 
II ■loven- Moses himself! 

We find in. the 32d chapter of Genesis, thajt 
Jacob having passed hisiamily over the brook 
Jabbok ; was left alone. In its history of events 
at this early period of the world, with, a brevity 
coottnensurate with its high importance, the Bi- 
ble minutely relates only those particujiar occui> 
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8 WRESTLIANA. 

- rences which refer to some covenant, or promise, 
then made, renewed, or fulfilled. It narrates 
factSy without commenting upon them. There- 
fore, although Jacob's wrestling #ith the Angel 
was too remarkable an incident to be omitted, 
yet we are not told in w]^ manner he came, nor 
of any pJreliminary conversation, or agreement 
between them. . It however appears very evi- 
dent, that until the An^el manifested bis i)fiuracil\ 
lons.ppwer, .^4Cob believed his opponent we^ a 
mere mortal like himself; and on whichever side 
the proposal origiiiated, it was acceded to by the 
qther^ either as a circunis|a^ce not.unusual, or af 
an amicable amusement, which might 1)6 bra^tf* 
sed without the least infringement on cordiality. 
If it was not unusual, we are warranted in sup* 
posing it a common diversion antecedent to that 
period, and that Jacob was hrmself ia scientific 
practiser of the art when he was the father of Si 
large family. Nay, we might even' AtW, hls^ ee^ 
iestial opponent was himself no stranger io^ tliat 
athletic amusement. If it then had its. orig^ ,' - no 
admirer of this athletic sieience can wfeh 'for one 
tnoreanoient, or more honoufable. That the 
• Patriarch's antagonist was a being of a superior 
order, and sent bj Divine authority, no 'Chrisdaa 
has ever yet disputed. Thatit was a corporeal 
straggle, or bona fide^ a wrestling match be^ 
4:ween them, is universally admitted. It caiitiei 
'therefore be denied, that it Is either of divine ori* 
gin, or that a Being more than mortal has par- 
ileipated in it. It te true, many of the commen- 
tators dwell upon it as a sptriiucU, as well as k 
corporeal strug-gle ; ^this we ar^ very ready ti 
admit ; but we will at the same time contend^ 
that Instead of diminishing, it adds considerably 
to its splendour. : An amusement from wrhlch sa 
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many inferences and conclusions have been 
drawn to promote the welfare of Christiaaity 
cannot be either degrading", or confined in its na- 
ture ; but on the contrary, noble and scientific. 

It is a common and received proverb, that " A 
Man is known by his works, and a Tree by its 
fruits.'* Here then is an amusement peculiarly 
chosen not only by one of the best of Men, but 
by one better, and greater than any man : — and 
if to give .strength and firmness^ combined with 
quickn€4s9 and elasticity to the Limbs ; discri- 
mination and vigour to the Body ; coolness to 
the Head, and p^cepiion to the Mind : — the 
whole forming aii energetic combination of the 
whole power given to Man ! no exercise could 
have been selected, tending more to exalt his 
character, and from which such typical illustra- 
tions could have been deduced for his spiritual 
advantage. — Here then we take our stand. — Ad- 
vocates for any other diversion, be it whatever it 
may! can you produce an origin, either so 
ancient, or so honorable ? Men of common 
sense wlkat can you object to it? Poets and 
Lovers, ye who deal in t^roics, and invoke ideal 
heathen Divinities ! or ascribe to a mere Mortal 
like yourselves, the epithet, angelic ! or even 
Angei itself! while any />roo/ you could bring 
forward in support of your hnagiuary Divinities 
(or even the propriety of using such expressions) 
would be disputed ; nay condemned ! by thou- 
sands of well-disposed Christians : — in all that 
we have advanced respecting Wrestling ; none 
but Heathens or Atheists will attempt to 
confute. 

Having proved the existence of this amuse- 
ment at so remote an era ; it would be neither 
necessary nor important to trace the practise of 
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10 WRESTLIANA. 

this art tbrpugh that period of time which inter- 
venes from the time of Jacob, to the formation 
of the Grecian Republics. The blindness and 
wilful transgressions of the Jews, and the bar- 
barous ignorance of those Nations whom God 
permitted to chastise them ; render their exer- 
cises a matter of neither curiosity or utility. — '• 
But when Greece emerging from obscurity and 
ignorance, began to take the lead in civilization, 
in lAiiitary knojvledge, and in the cultivation of 
learning and sciences; the utility of Public 
Games, not only to infuse a generous and mar- 
tial spirit into the minds of the young Men ; but 
to improve their bodily strength; was too ap- 
parent to be neglected. Accordingly we find 
these athletic exercises, not only pracJtised and 
Encouraged in each particular State; but the 
highest honours and rewards bestoWed on the 
victors at the Olympic, Nemean, and other 
Games, Where prizes were awarded, and con-' 
tended for before the whole Nation* It would 
be foreign to our pui'pose to quote the wtestlin^ 
match of Hercules and Anteus, or any thing bor^' 
dering either on the fabulous or mlraculou^ 
stories incidental to the times in which it is 
placed ; but we may be allowed to observe that 
theise prizes were contended for, and' often won; 
by Men distinguished as^ much by" their Birth',^ 
Patriotism, and Valour ; as by their skill in those 
exercises in which it was their pride to ^xcel. ' "^ 
The Influence, of th^se sports in advancing^ 
Greece from a few petty states not equal ifi ex- 
tent of territory to one half of Engladd afonf^'^' 
into the mo/st powerful Kingdop at that time in' 
the World ; ,is universally ackdjdwledfged by all 
historians and commentators Who have ever 
treated of the subject And it is singular to re- 
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mark, that while the &ct id admitted hy all 
modern legislators ; few, or oone, have recom- 
mended an imitation of them. 

It is strange' that Homer who was perhaps the 
greatest Ppet that ever lived ; and who himself 
had often witnessed the celebration ' of these 
Games, has given lis so eonfdsed, and even in- 
comprehensible an account of the Wrestling at 
the iiineral of Patroclus, (though many years 
antecedent to his time ;) between Telamon Aj^xi' 
the strongest, and Ulysses, the wisest man, in the. 
Grecian army. Its translation by Pope is as, 
follows: — 



*' The third bold game Achilles neiC detnatids, , 
And calls the wr^tlert to the level sands : 
A massy tripod fer the victor lies. 
Of twice six oxen its reputed price ; 
And next, the loser*s spirits to restore, 
A female captive, valued but at .four. 
Scarce did the chief the vigoun)us strife propose 
When tower-like Ajax and Ulysses rose. V 

Amid -the ring each nervous rival stands, ^ , ■, 

Embracing rigid with implicit hands ; 
Close lock*d id>ove, their heads and' arms are mixt ; ' ' 
Below, tbeir planted leet, a» distance -fixt ; 
litke two strong rafters wbidi the b«|ilder forms . 
Proof to the wintry winds and howling storms^ 
Tbeir tops connected, but at wider space 
Fixe on the centre stands their soHd base. 
Kow to tbe grasp each manly body bends $ 
The humid .sweat from every pore descends; 
Their bones resound with blows; sides, shoulders, thighs. 
Swell to each gripe, and bloody tumours rise. 
Nor could Ulysses, for his art renown'd, 
0*ertum the' strength of Ajax on the ground ; 
Kor could the strength of Ajax overthrow 
. The watchful caution of his artful foe. 
IVhile the long strife e*en U'r*d the lookers-on. 
Thus to Ulysses spoke great Telamon : ' ' 

Or let me Uft thee, chief, or lift thou me s 
Prove we our force, (ind Jove the rest decree. 
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12 ' WRfeSTLIANA. 

' •* V9 mM 3 and, fltniiaiiig, Ii«it*# him ottiht gretmd ' 

Wilk OMldileit HMngA ; IhttttiiM.UlTiifls tamui. 

The itivDgth V cviid^ iM wberp^ iIm BfTVM opMm 

Hit anlcle strtick ; lb« giant feU ^pin? ; 

UtyMCslblkiwiRg, on bb bosom Ilea ; 

ekauu of a p y lawc mn rattKng tbro^ the skiea. 

AjM to mW I^IMK iwxl.«aiayai 

He baaalj atinr*d blow bi|t bftCQMld not f«^4 

Hia knee Hock*^ fa^> t^« foe*8 attempt denj'd ; 

And grappling eioae, tbey tmnble side by ^de.** 

Thfte aeconnt seems a« ridjculous ! as it i^ inconin 
prehensiMe to a modem Wtestler ; — ridiculous \ 
in regard to the durath^n of thfe contest, and tlie 
strange proposition of Ajax: — and incompre- 
hensible, as it appears, Ulysses was the winner of 
the first fall; and.tbe secQud wai^ a disputed, or 
what is vulgarly terwied, a Dog-rfalJ. One^hing 
however seems dear ^neugfa^ i^ u»-rAii»tiVmas a 
bad Wrestle; and- though we imagine ni^ither 
gained much honour by the struggle; both were 
sufficiently reworcfedS for it. 

Although we coold select fifomliistopya mul- 
titude of extracts to prove the estfmatipn in 
which thisi and other athletic exercises were 
held from the time of Homer - to the bi«th of 
Christ; and laaiiy hundred 'years post^ior to 
that event ; but as tb^ birre establishment of the 
&ct9 is not worth the j^oiML; wc shalLthotefore 
advert at once, to iBst«B«cn €Ca.moreni>edern» 
yet still far distant period in. the history of our 
own Country, and tb^ liter^tuc^ . coiixuected 
with it. 

It appears that In ithe. celebrated interview be- 
tween Henry the Eighth of England, and the 
French King Francisf, which exceeded Jq. mag- 
nificence and splendour any spectacle, of mo- 
dern times; Wrestling was deemed the most 
manly and entertaining amusement then ex- 
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hibited in the fMtMeiiee of these two mighty 
Monarchs, and their Courts. A grand national 
and scientific JHspIay of this atthletic art took 
place between a number of Champions selected 
from both Nations, in which our Countrymen 
were victorious. Howeprer onemertified French 
historian pretends their King left better Wrests 
iers at home than ^Qse who accompanied him ! 
and by way of rede^ning the defeat of his 
Countrymen> asserts tifat Francis hknself was a 
most excellent wrestler, and in a contest between 
the two rival Monarchs, threw Henry with great 
violence. — We wall agree with the author in 
question, that the amusemeniw^^ a princely one! 
but would either gladly believe there is some 
French gasconade as to the event of the contest; 
or wish our King had had practice and science 
enough to have introduced Francis to the same 
acquaintance with his mother earth, as his 
subjects. 

Antecedently to. tbia period wrestUng was a 
favorite amusement, as well among the Nobility, 
as the Yeomanry and inferior dassies ; the prize 
varying according to the rank of the Combat- 
ants. At some particular times and places there 
appears to have been some acknowledged, s^nd 
customary prise. This was usually a Ram, and 
a Ring. Thus in Coke's tale of Gamelyn, asr 
cribed to Chaucer :* — 

There happed to be there beside 

Tryed a wrestling ; 
And therefore there was y*8elleii ' 

A nuB and ala m if «g« 

And likewise at a still earlier period we see in 
Ritson^s Robin Hood :-— 
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■ BjT a bridge wum wnMlHiig» 

And there tMrydl wM he* 
And tbei^ was all the best jemeo 

or all the west countiey. 
A full fayre game tbere was set up, 

AwMtebiillup^pil^ 
A grart cowfier with aaddkiand bifdie. 

With gpld burnished fuU br|rf bt ; 
A payre of gloves, a red golde nnge, 

A pipe of wyne gobd fay ; 
What man bereth him best I wig, , 

The priae abaU bctf awaer. 

In which the prize was still greater; being a 
white Coiir.ser, well accoutred ; a pair of Gloves, 
a Gold Ring, and a Pipe of Wine. 

It is rather a remarkable coincidence that our 
modern Homer should have given nearly as lame 
an account of wrestling matches as his mighty 
predecessor. Tljus we see ^n the fifth canto of 
the Lady of the Lake, the following account of 
one :— 

••Now, clear the ttlng ! for, hand to hand, 
The maolywWiltliirs take their stttid. 
Two o'er the^rest suj^erier rose, 
And proud demanded mightier foefl» 
Kor called in vain ; for Douglas came. 
— For life is Hugh of Larbert lame. 
Scaroe better Johnol Alloa's fore, 
Whom senaelesa hone his comrades bear. 
Prize of the wrestling match, the King 
To Douglas gave a golden ring.** 

In the first couplet, the method, viz. " hand to 
hand,*' seems introduced solely for the purpose 
of getting on ; and certainly is not calculated to 
produce the dreadful consequences that ensue. 
In the second, all order is violated by the two last 
standers, instead of contesting the last fall, call 
out for fresh men ! nor are the remaining coup- 
lets less faulty, in regard to Douglas's treatment 
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.of hb opponentsy in ihe immense superiority of 
strength aseribed to him. — The match between 
Bothwell and Burley, in the Scottish Novels, is 
iikewise one of the worst thin^ in the whole 
series. It would have mdoh gr^ified ns, if a wri- 
ter whom we so higUy value, had given us some 
better account of such contests, however carsori- 
ly introduced. •But alas ! tbe-^Baronetis probably 
no Wrestler ; and truly we are sorry for it. 

. We are likewise equally mortified, to remark 
thaitbe immortal Bard of Avon, in his comedy 
of " As You Like It," although he has com- 
•bined in Orlando rank, character, 'and wrestling, 
tells lis a truly pitiful, but. dreadful and improb<- 
able story, concerning it. The justly celebrated 
James Hogg, the Etterick Shepherd, J^as, in his 
Talets, occasionally introdneied iWrestii&g. And 
although we conftes we do aot^ exactly oompre!- 
hend date &tal^y of Geordie Cochrane's heeK 
ehip, y/etwe k^rtaioly thiQk^ the .wrestling be- 
tween t^ohnood And Carmiohaei^ by far the best 
illustration of the art> either of ancient or mo- 
dern date we have met with: we will offer no 
apology for extracting it for the gratification of 
such of our readers as are not in ^he habit of 
perusing books of that deseripiion. 

" Sixteen then stripped themselves to try their 
skill in wrestling, and it having been enacted as 
a law, that he who won hks any. one contest, was 
obliged to begin. the niext, Polmood was of course 
one of the number. They all engaged at once, 
by two and two, and eight of them having been 
consequently oi^erthrown, the other eight next 
engaged by two 4nd two, and four of th^ being 
cast, two couples only remained. 

*< Soi;ne of the nobles engaged were so expert 
at the exercise, and opposed to others so equal in 
b2 
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^rength and agility, that the contests were ex- 
ceedingly equal and amusing. Some p{ them 
coaid not be cast Until completely out of breath. 
It had always been observed, however, that Pol- 
wood and Carmichael threw their opponents 
'With so much ease, that it appeared doobtfiil 
whether these opponents were serious in their 
exertions^ or only making a sham wrestle ; but 
when it turned out that they two stood the last, 
all were convinced that they were superior to the 
rest either in strength or skill. This was the 
last prize on the field, and on the last throw for 
that priie the victory of the daydepencted, which 
^each of the twobbampions was alike vehemently 
bent to reave from the grasp of the other. They 
eyed eacb ether with looks askance, and with 
visftyie tofcens of jealousy; rested for a minute or 
4wo, wiped their brows, ami theor dosed* Car-- 
miebael was extremely bardlo please of his hold, 
€Uid oansed tus antagonist to lose his grip tbree 
or four times> and change hi» position. Pol* 
mood was. however highly complaisant, altho«ig1k 
it appeared to every one beside, that Carmich^ 
meant to take him at a disadvantage. At length 
th^ :£ell qmet; set their joints steadily, and l>e- 
gan to move in a circular direction, watching^ 
each other's motions with grait care. Car* 
miohael venlured the first trip, and struck PoU 
mood oathe left heel with considerable dexteri- 
ty. It never moved him ; but in returning it, he 
forced in Carmichael^s back with sueh a squeeze, 
that the by*standers affirmed they heard his ribs 
crash ; ^ whipped him lightly up in hid arms, afid 
threw him upon the ground wUh great violence^ 
but seemingly with as much ease as if he had 
been a boy. The ladies screamed, and even the 
rest of the nobles doubted if the knight would 
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rise again. He iaowever jumped lightly up, and 
pretended to smile ; but the words he uttered 
were scarcely articulate ; his feelings at that mo- 
ment may be better conceived than expressed. 
A squire who waited the king's commands then 
proclaimed Norman Hunter of Polmood the 
victor of the day, and consequently entitled, in 
all sporting parties, to take his place next to 
the king, until by other competitors deprived of 
that prerogative." 

Although this account may not have much fact 
to recommend it ; yet it is nevertheless apparent 
Mr. Hogg was conscious the practice was not un- 
common among the Scottish nobility at that pe- 
riod ; and that this was the case, might easily be 
proved by indisputable authority. At this pe- 
riod it is worthy of remark few discoveries of 
distant countries had taken place ; and conse- 
quently the great landed proprietors spent 
much more of their time in their own countries; 
and on their own estates. But no sooner had 
that ceased to be the case, than degeneracy and 
effeminacy crept in apace ; and those exercises 
in which it had been the pride of their ancestors 
to excel, ceased ; and from that time, few above 
the rank of yeoman chose to exhibit in a ring, 
either for their own pleasure, or that of others. 

But we are now arrived at that period when 
the attention of most of the European nations, 
and particularly England, began to be as much 
directed to new discoveries, and consequent set- 
tlements abroad ; as to the internal prosperity of 
the Mother Countries. This no doubt had its 
due effect upon the manners, customs, and 
amusements of the people. Our immense ac- 
quisitions in America, and in Eastern and West- 
.rnladU; added « ,h, g,.a, topro,eme„,. ,n 



yGoogk 



^^ WhESTLIABTA. 

the art of gunnery, which rendered nugatory aD 
previous modes of warfare ; alike contributed to 
hasten the downffili of ali athletic exercises 
among the higher r^nks. The art of war be- 
came a more complicated science— gunnery^ 
eoglQeering, fortification, and all the minutia 
of tactics attendant on these studies, became of 
proportionally more importance to men of rank^ 
either in the civil, or miMtary departments, than 
those exercises calculated to promote the display 
of personal strength, valour, or activity, — as ^ 
well-aimed bullet made no dSstinction between 
JSh^w, perhaps the bravest, and most formidable 
warrior that fought at Waterloo ! and the most 
e£feminate dandy in any of the contending ar- 
mies. Nay,, « those vile gum" which the fop in 
Shakspeare alleges prevented him from "be- 
coming a soldier !'* materially change the idgni- 
fication of the word 6rat?e itself ; which jfcniferly 
denoted the performance of great personal ex- 
ploits, for which strength and activity wefe 
nearly as necessary as a cool head, and intrepid 
heart: — bujr nowr a regiment which preserves 
its station amidst a shower of bullets, till half of 
its number becomes **^food for powder^ is con- 
sidet^ equally brave if composed of half grown: 
lads, as if. every man ia it was a per'lfect Hercu- 
les. — Indeed the word still seems provinei^ly to 
retain something of its former signification^whem 
misapplied to what te generally tenoed the most 
ignorant of living things, or even to inanimate 
objects ; as when we hear many a good old 
Ilousewife say — this is a brave goose t or a brave 
pudding! — meaning something excellent of its 
particular kind. In the proudest days of oMral- 
ry no exercise was so well adaj^ted to enabldr 
King, Ljord,. or Knight, to excel ia tilt or tour* 
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namenty as Wrestling : As in it were combined, 
dexterity in personally coping with an antago- 
nist, and the power of acquiring bodily vigour 
and stamina, so requisite for enabling the com- 
batant to endure a protracted contest without 
detriment. Indeed a quick and steady eye, for 
judging directions and distances in managing 
the lance, might be better acquired by practising 
fencing, or boxing ; but we presume no high- 
born cavalier, even in these heroic days, deemed 
'* a dislocation of ivory," or " a measure for a 
suit of mourning," any recommendation to 
" courtly dame" or " lady fair ;" and as the smile 
of approving beauty has ever been deemed one 
of the proudest rewards for great achievements ; 
we think the juvenile Knights who endangered 
themselves for such recompense, would take es- 
pecial care no transformation of that kind, 
should diminish the genuine brilliancy of that 
smile on which they were to subsist for a week I 
and dream for a whole year ! — But the days of 
chivalry are gone — tilt or tournament is no more 
— the listed ring no longer boasts of patriciam 
exhibitions ! but still within it we view all the 
remains of that chivalric spirit, which has dis- 
tinguished the most celebrated conquerors in all 
ages ; — foraccording to one of our justly esteem- 
ed writers, had he been placed by Providence ia 
a different station ; 

•♦ He that the world subdued, had been 
But the best Wre»tler on the greeiu'* 

iind we will venture to mention, that it is t®* 
that generous spirit of emulation which animate* 
the Wrestler to acquire celebrity in the ring ;; 
thai we are iadebted for tlie glorious victories^ 
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of 4giiM90C^Et, Tra£4ra7» Waierloo, &o.— Tbere 
are imft^ ^o tivjUl-a^gue tl^tt.athletic sports bayer 
i|9r4h)eot}:t0adejp^yi,tp inspire ^ditional, ooi^fi- 
dwo^ W4 ,4^niurage in th^ breast of t^ sojldifr,, 
qn.tbfi4ay. P^ batt}i» ; . bt^t.^we coinfidently ^ver^ 
1^t.%]X,W)qa>afli0ef,trtliUf,,^pefik without due ppa-* 
«i4w^^»Hf9riJiajtwi^ have tbeij^ 

di^=i^|ffK^/Bvesnia the pre^nt mode of warfare, 
Iffi^f WPPQ<?§t^AoUawipgcase :^^li^ion^ix^dl^ 
iri4JiA^'PF '^^ number of the mostgou^ 

r#g<Q^ai^e|X9 be. selected from the. bravest regi* 
^luen^Ui <S]ireat QritaiQ; letthem all possess hearts 
tiii^t jaeyer t^pewieaff,— ^ai^d brine ,them to the 
eb^rga. Aigak;i«^.thf |a^e number of men, equally. 
difielpl^A^i i «wdj ^ expert . ^'ITrestlers, and wljtat 
^<H4d.,lw,44if iiiiM^iavoiai^Ue re Might not 

Qtk0 p^jt}|vSi^j^7T-I b^i^e o^ly: to p/wrry the first on- 
i^tfqf i^yiian^c^isttfV^d close ^ with bifn, and 
tiien i^otory .1^ ^i^ }; .1, jcan in a pf^^men t dasJt 
hfm.,to ih/^gffivm^ (^^either kill .9^ ,ta^e.Jiim 
f lUsoA^ .^ my ]pieasiir^.rtTWQi}ld not.the ot^r 
i)f;MW'fi^Uy< 9l3|<^c^^Thm is not a, fair contest*, 
th^ir^ ^re.feaf fpji. o^ds^aifist me ! I meet a mfin 
w^i^.sii^^ws haye ^^qed additional strength by . 
priipti9l^g.|^tbJ|etip.,exeurci^ Tf I charge him 
£feely, a, pariry wjU en^le. Jilm to close withme^ 
and .tb^o^'I. am. Ji^favitably gone.— \^en men 
fight.nndf^r t|i^se inpipressions tneTesuU cannot be 
doabtful. Again, are not the English superior 
to any other nation in the junction of active and 
passive comiiga ? aJld is Jt not a &ct that the 
French during the late war frequently charged 
the troops of all the continental nations with 
whom they Were engikged, with the bayonet; 
wfiile they seareeiy ever ventured to cross bne 
wMli OUTS ? wiU any man imagine this had not 
iOiM-iafluenoe in regulating the tactics of the 
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Odtltending armies ! In even" a distant eilgftge- 
ment under a heavy fire the British soldier might 
exclaim — " Notwithstanding they gall us now, 
they dare not stand our bayonets!" Supposing 
the case had been exactly vice versa, and they 
had had to observe — " We must endure this or 
run away, for we dare not come in close con- 
tact with them." Whether of these consi- 
derations let me ask, are better calculated to im- 
fuse courage, and inspire with hopes of victory, 
the boldest men on earth ? — The answer is too 
obvious to any man of common sense to require 
insertion. In the battle of Waterloo, the success 
of our cavalry when opposed to the French eu- 
rassiers, a body of men confident in themselves, 
and of invincible courage, was principally oc- 
casioned by their superiority in the science of 
the sword, arising from the universal adoption 
of learning the proper use, or science of the 
stick. This practise owed its introduction to the 
circumstance of an Irish peasant thrashing with 
that weapon some of the best men in a celebrated 
regiment of horse, then quartered in the north 
of Ireland; and it would be absurd to suppose 
that superiority will not have its due eflFect in 
all future cavalry engagements. 

Proceeding to a more modern date, let us now 
confider what effect Religion has had upon ath- 
letic amusements, in Ireland, England, and 
Scotland. Of Ireland, we cannot from person- 
al knowledge state any thing positive. In Eng- 
land, particularly in the north, a great change 
has taken place within the last thirty years. An- 
nual, and weekly exhibitions of Wrestling, and 
foot-ball, usually took place on the Sunday after- 
noon, in the vicinity of every village in many parts 
of Cumberland. These practices are now very 
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proMffy4u(oaiiMnM4; purtity by the iaplosure 
of <w ooiWMMi& anpl. WMte laipidsoii whicb ik9y( 
yfm^ httid) and partly by the inter^enc^ of the 
<)torglf,Aii4 HU^e^»tDates*< By the mppirediion of 
4b«eie!i»«etiligS9^aiMl. by the more ^ict iMieii« 
4itiM}flireqii}i^4 fof i4»ry4Ati* att|iia4mc^ tthaa was 
pmii w«)y > ( lopp^vtamities ^far ^^eH^ing Wrest* 
Ui]li^>Nre>bi^pi)^ too; oon^ned to fQxv^ii,m^ nn^^ 
Im 4^ tM« tor4y ^K^hMNi of ftti^Pc^too^^ iiiit4i In 
gapttsMhithe^ ^ilQge Jias bewnff^aa^ iadeeih 
JMofp thaAefamatiOBiy jafaoa^^jery towmaoii 
^ittofa. hud itfi'^riiat ^wwM meatii^ . ^ . Wteeti 
iiMv|i}toi^oe4ie bw»lifco. ; 4^t^bat great e^ve^tt 
9mit^ OQHSfHtuAiit trouiUias itjooofbfio^^edfi ^ear^ 
}y,oblites«^di0T«ry tjbin^ in the shape oC amuse-r 
BUemi ; . Aind-fiothiog has yet revived except, sqvMi 
tittles .ibor|;efffiei|i^<^li4 .ajrohery >*-tb^ lat^ oC 
HilQob saefas ,oali9ulat^d to promote not^Luig, be^ 
M^cial in 4hepreseat times, ^berte theoififelve^t 
ibeicicpuntcy^oiiposteFrity./ The Romaw CMho^ 
lie jpetigiOA.^talKi^ays apooni^ted the i^o^tauper^t 
•titiow of *iiy . pRofesaed by <^iptlaw ' m )tlm 
Wh^ W0rld< }It fis.th^refore^ oatujra^ tot^i^ipos^ 
that whene that relj^n > is , most pre vateo]!^ iesn 
tql?ra^n.^ill;iboaUowed fpr..fmi|SfpMBntsr paih 
ticularly on the.S^bbftih. ,1(ei B^mu^ij^fitif^ 
iieryeJitb^iyejiyrrfiiferscf^ the q^^* Thus in Ire- 
leod^fSiiAdiiyiaf^ la many places, ^eh^ 

♦wJUy. dwqteid tq .^furdst dancoig, aad vi^itiag, 
aDid.ai»py .ot;h^{ di^^^^iop^ Api 4n E^gl&i^ 
w|)^^[ief ](f e ri^ia more of .the rites aa^ . ^qe^^nq*; 
Qi^rO^^ ,Ch^c> jqf . Rok^^ than ik^ Jiq in 
S^tls^,. abasements . of all descrk>|ioi^, •r^ 
Sm^h^mqieLpreiraJent.; and greater r^iajXfai^ion ^v 
tb^.Tigld obi^vapce of tfi^e ^bbath,, i/fpot^ :M>JbQS-^ 
a^y 4s; at least, more pustomary th^n Jn that 
U^n^OTOf where scarcely anj; are ft^lqwedf 
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As a proof Aat tile practioe of athletic eie^r-^ 
t\mB are not' confined to this kingdom, or «irehl* to^ 
Barope^ 'We qnote the following acoottnt of an 
entertainment grren in tke Island of 'Toagatait 
bdo, td Captain Cook in hi#ihii4 i^o]/!age tette^ 
Pacific O^ean r— •* ■•. >' ' --^^ -. ?i*>j-' * 

<^ While the natives were- iff expectation of'thia* 
erenlrig exhibition, Ihey engaged,fcr theneatiMt 
mrt of the afternoon, in wrestfiiig>«Bd>'bosfaigjt 
Wh^nr'a peri»o» fsd^i^ons of wrettlinlg;^ lie giv^s-a^ 
chsSlefi^byerosSillg'tlie gnmnd i» «i kkid'.eff 
nfieasilredpace^ and»clappin^' snbtfrtlyton the <d[U> 
bow joint -ef one amj^'WhiMii^eaftand abiiHUr> 
fbrfb k hollow sonnd: * If! no ppponetattetepst^ 
f&rth he retnnfsM4 sits down^'bntif an* antagofi^ 
di9t appears, theyineei with marks iodttle ^imi^mtf 
goodnature, generally smilingy and'delil&rateljrf^ 
adjtistlng the piece of deth tiMti^faatoied rOilftd 
the^ waist. They then lay hold of each^ others fby > 
iMs doih^ and he who sacceeds in drawing 'h^ -f 
oppotient to' him, instantly aideavonrstolifthhnn 
on his br^asti and throw him on bis back ; aivd \h 
he can tnrii round with him in that position two or 
three times before he throws him, be meets #ittM 
great applause for hisdextenty. Ifthey areniore • 
equaHy Hiatched, they quickly close, and atton^t* 
ib throw each other by entwining their leg^,> or > 
raising- each other from the^ ground ; in VMchrr 
struggles they 4isplay an extraordinary exertion * 
of strength. When one of them is thrown he > 
immediately retires; while the: conqueror sits / 
down for a minute, then rises, and goes to' the.: 
side from which he came, where the victory istt 
proclaimed aloud. After sitting for &short time, 
he rises again and challenges ; aiid if several an-> [ 
tagonists appear he has the privilege of choosing! 
which of them he pleases to engage with : he - 
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nmy ateo» if bi^.shpiiUl tbrow ipiy competitor, 
obalfoift^againy tiU k^ himself is vfipquished ;, 
aAd ilhciLil^ people.on tbe opjpoaite^ side chant 
tbBMftg^f viotonyin fttvwr of their obampioii. 
It frei|nei|tly ^t^ppenSf that five or six rise from 
each sidC) and give challenges together ; so that it 
isnoifiinaflEMltoset sereral sets engaged on the 
fliiMi«t1lie same time« Thi^ preserve great tem- 
per la ' thito ^xeroiae,. and lea?ie the spot wftbont; 
theleiM4faiidbaswe in their eiamiten^ncei^ Wbei^ 
thsyfind th«t they #re too eqMlly matched, they, 
destot by mutMl consent; a^d if it does not. 
dearly a»pesr j^hidh of tl^e«ibas had the ad van- 
tage! how sid0s procla&n the ;Hietoryf and then 
tMy engage again. But no lUMb who 1ms been 
vaa^rtshftd, is permitted to engnge a second time 
Mik the copquM'or. ^^u 

<< Those w1m> intend to bax adrai^ce side^ways, 
changing the mde at every pace, having one arm 
stretched ont before, the other behind ; and hold- 
ing in one hand a piece of cord, which they 
wrap closely aboat it* when they meet with an 
opponent. This is probably intended to prevent 
ft dislocation of the hand or fingers^ Their blows , 
are dealt out with great quickness and activity k. 
and are aimed principally at the head. They 
box equally well with either hand. One of their 
most dexterous blows is, to turn round on the 
lieel, just after they have stn^ck their adversary, 
and to give him another pretty violent blow 
with the other hand backwards. In boxing 
matches, unless a person strikes his antagonist 
to the ground, they never sing the song of vic- 
tory ; which shows that this diversion ^ less ap- 
£ roved among them than wrestling. Not only 
oys engage in both these amusements ; but it 
not unfrequently happens, that little girls box 
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with g^reat obstinacy. On all these occasions^ 
the^ do not consider it as any disgrace to be o- 
vercome ; and the vanquished person sits down 
with as much indifiTerence as if he had never been « 
engaged. Some of our people contended with 
them in both exercises, but were generally wors- 
ted." 

It does not seem reasonable that Capt. Cook's 
men should have proved equal to these Islanders 
in exercises which require practice to become 
expert in ; aiyi probably not one of his crew was 
either a scientific wrestler or boxer. Had that 
been the case, notwithstanding their different 
mode of procuring hold, we have no doubt the 
result woiild have been in this instance, what it 
always has been, when British prowess has fairly 
and equally been brought into action:— nor 
would the superiority of a Belcher or a Cribb 
have been more conspicuous ever these good 
natured Islanders, in the use of their fists, than 
the science of a Nicholson or a Richardson in 
vanquishing, even in their ownmanner of wrest- 
ling, the whole of their heroes in rotation. From 
the preference given to Wrestling, it is evident' 
the natives of Tongataboo considered it as the 
less hurtful and dangerous to the combatants ; 
and affording equal, if not superior scope for the 
display of personal address^ activity, and quick* 
ness. 

We now come to a date so modern, that we 
will only observe, that previous to the year 
1807, the best display of Wrestling in this 
part of the kingdom was at Melmerby and 
Longwatfaby ; two villages in Cumberland, 
but contiguous to Westmorland ; where a sil- 
ver cup was sometinftes the rewai*d • of the vic- 
tor. In that year a more consider^ible prize was 
o 
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given at Ambleside than had been previonslj* 
known for a length of time. Throughput Cum- 
berland and Westmorland the usual prize had 
dwindled to a leather strap, commonly called a 
Belt ; scarcely ever exceeding two or three 
)$hillings in value. But in that year an advertise- 
ment containing the offer of five guineas and 
a silver-mounted belt, to the victor, could not 
fail to excite an additional interest in the neigh- 
bourhood. This Wrestling at Ambleside was 
chiefly patronized by J. Wilson, Esquire, of El- 
leray, a gentleman well known in the literary 
worm, and we believe connected with a certain 
celebrated monthly publication. This gentleman 
was hknself a proficient in athletic exercises, 
particularly leaping ; but never sported his fi- 
gure in the ring, we suppose for the same reason 
Alexander the Oreat assigned ; which was, be- 
cause his antagonists were not of equal ranik. 
Be that as it will, the Ambleside Wrestling, at 
least the Five Pounds Five-i rose and declined 
"with him, After four years residence at Elleray 
Mr. Wilson vrent to reside in Edinburgh ; and 
however liberal the gentlemen in the vicinity 
might be when influenced by his example, not 
one of them chose to succeed him in the super- 
intendence of the business; and it consequently 
dropped. However as Mr. Wilson has again re- 
turned to Elleray, our good friends about Am- 
bleside anticipate the pleasure of witnessing the 
revival of this favorite amusement. 

But whatever interest the Ambleside Wrest- 
ling might create, it was nothing in comparison 
to what was excited by an advertisement announ- 
cing that twenty guineas would be given to wres- 
tle for at Carlisle Races the same year. This was 
effected solely by the interest and exertion of 
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Henry Pearson, Esq. of Carlisle, a steady and 
invariable friend to tliat amusement; who by 
every possible means endeavoured to render it 
as gratifying and beneficial to the competitors, 
as attractive to the spectators: — and who has 
proved himself on all occasions, as warm and 
dishiterested a friend to the Carlisle Wrestling, 
as Mr. Jackson is to Pugilism in the Metropolis. 
Under his patronage the Wrestling became so at- 
tractive, that even the horses were deemed a se- 
condary object. The higher classes who attend- 
ed the Races, including the Elarl of Lonsdale, 
and many other distinguished characters, cheer-- 
fully, and liberally subscribed' towards it. Eight 
guineas were given to the victor, and one guinea 
to the last loser. The victor was then debarred, 
and one chosen in his place to the fifteen last 
standers, and eleven guineas divided amongst- 
them, the winner receiving five. In this manner 
the Wrestliqg continued with great eclat till the. 
year 1815, when the last Wrestle was not fairly 
contested. The dissatisfacUon occasioned by 
this conduct, was further increased on wrestling 
over for the second prize, whenr the last men 
could not agree about the hold. In the year 
1816, such universal disapprobations was expres- 
sed at the conduct of two or three of the last- 
men, owing to some previous agreement amongst 
them, that Mr. Pearson did not think it right to 
give them the money. Owing to this, no contest 
took place for the second prize; but a silver cup 
was wrestled for in the Circus, every spectator 
paying sixpence for admittance :^— but this was 
merely a speculation by the proprietor of the 
Circus, and few gentlemen attended it* In the 
year 1817 no Wrestling took place on the Swifts ; 
but the proprietor of the Circus gave prizes for 
o 2 
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two successire day»« The Wrestling now l&y 
dormant for three years, and the Races were la 
<M)nsequence so thinly attended, that it was 
deemed necessary to revive it The estimation 
in which H was held was soon manifested by- 
more than a donble attendance compared with 
those years in which i^ was discontinued. Mr. 
Pearson was again the principal means of its re- 
newal, and the patronage it has received in 18S1 
and 1822, is equal, or rather superior to what it^ 
ever experienced before. Its attraction now is 
universal. Ladies of distinguished rank, whose 
characters in every respect, are such as the 
breath of calumny has never dared to taint ; have 
not only become spectators, but expressed their 
approbation of it ; and the Carlisle Wrestling is 
at this time in possession of higher patronage, 
and more general estimation, than any provin- 
cial amusement within the last two hundred 
years. ^ 

The only drawback upon the gratification the 
Carlisle Wrestling has so generally afforded is, 
the confusion attending it, owing to the want of 
some regular and acknowledged mode ol pro- 
ceeding, which, should be promptly and invaria- 
My acted upon. By this Publication it is hoped 
these difficulties will in future be obviated. The 
Author may without egotism observe, he ought 
to know as much about the subject as any man 
whatever ; and the method recommended in a 
subsequent part of this Work is> in his opinion, 
the best calculated to give general satisfaction. 
He is well aware, that in a Basis of this kind, it 
is impossible to please all ; but he fully expects, 
the reasons he has given for adopting every par- 
ticular rule, will induce all judicious and impar* 
tin) men to prefer it to all others. 
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Tile circnmstanee o( giving money at Amble- 
side and Carlisle had a considerable, and what 
seems ratJ^r strange, an injurions effect upon 
Wrestling in general. Before that time a Belt 
alone was the envied pdie, and there wanted 
no stimnlasbttt the honour of bearing it away to 
attract all the Wrestlers in the vicinity : but 
then, money was the cry ! and it became so much 
the custom to mibscribe for the wrestling, that a 
, Belt lost all its consequence and attraction, and 
of course, fewer meetings was the^unavoidable 
result ; for unless five or six, and in^some places 
twenty or thirty times the value of a Belt was 
subscribed, it was hooted at by the Wrestlers ! — 
Nor was -this the only evil. Money, in this, as in^ 
many other things, had the effect of causing dis- 
sention between those who gave and those who 
received it. The Wrestlers began to fee each o^ 
ther, and a man^s price was according to the 
estimation in which he was held as a Wrestler ; 
and it has frequently happened^ that several 
of the best Wrestlers have divided the amount 
amongst them previous to the commencement 
of the sports, and refused to contend with each 
other. 

A considerable prize to wrestle for was given 
at Penrith Races the same year the Carlisle 
Meeting commenced^ This was principally ow- 
ing to Dr. Pearson, who in his* youth had him- 
self excelled in that exercise; After the first 
year it began to- decrease, and finally died away. 
The Inglewood Hunt and some other causes 
which might be assigned, prevented its flourish- 
ing as at Carlisle and Keswick ;i-^however last 
year some good wrestling was displayed there, 
and it may probaWy in a short time revive, and 
even exceed its original splendour. 
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In the Metropolis, Wrestling has beooioe a 
source of much attraction.. A very elegant Belt 
was formerly annnally given to be contended for 
by natives of Cnmberlandand Westmorland. The 
prize is now increased by the addition of valoa- 
b]e trinkets of different descriptions. — In the vi- 
cinity of Whitehaven, the best Wrestling was at 
Arleedon Moor ; but the inclosure of th^it com- 
mon has now put a stop to it; and latterly, it 
has been more encouraged at Distington than 
any other place. 

In the year 1818 the Stewards of Keswick Ra- 
ces gave three guineas to Wrestle for ; its at- 
traction was beyond all estimation ; — and the 
sum is now increased to fifteen ; and report says 
it will at no distant period amount to twenty. 
That truly celebrated Wrestler, Thomas Nichol- 
son, has acted as umpire ; and owing to his ac- 
knowledged judgment and impartiality, the Kes- 
wick Wrestling has become second only in num- 
bers and celebrity to that of Carlisle ; and even 
superior to it, in the gratification it has afforded ; 
AS no disputes have hitherto arisen^ of conse- 
quence enough to cast any shade upon its popu- 
larity. 

Having brought down this concise History of 
Wrestling to the present time, 1823, a few ob- 
servations on the different modes of practising it 
will be expected by the generality of our read- 
ers. Without entering into any lengthy details, 
we must observe that ever since its institution 
the lyodes of Wrestling have been as various as 
they are at this time in Eng'land and Ireland. 
In Greece, the back hold, as is the general prac- 
tice in Cumberland and Westmorland : — ^in Lan^ 
cashire, and in the north of Ireland, collar and 
^Ibow, or waifitband and elbow : — in Devonshire> 
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batk collars : — ^ia Cortiwi&ll» wliere ike comfaftt- 
ants put OA caiiTass jackets^ enter the ring, and 
oateh where they can ; wstd in many plaeesy hold 
of giovefl/or the naked hand ; were all In estima- 
tion. In some places we mnst Qbser^ey that the 
fall was not considered fair, anless one combat* 
ant threw the other fairly on his badi without 
faiiihg himself. Of all these modes, we ^nust 
contend the arms round the body or shoulders, 
as practiced in Cumberland and Westmoxland, is 
the best calculated, not only for preserving the 
combatants from accidents, but for affording 
greater, and more equal scope for that display 
of dexterity and science which constitute the 
highest gratification of the spectators. 

We know there are many, very many, who do 
not understand this noble art, differ widely from 
us, particularly as far as regards our second as* 
sertton, and characterize our mode as a m^re 
trial of brutal strength ; but as we will advance 
nothing but what we are fully prepared to de- 
fend, we will, with that candour and impartiality 
which ought to distinguish all writers on any 
science, state the reasons on which we ground 
our opinion, and leave our readers to judge for 
themselves. 

It cannot we think be denied that it is the most 
noble and manly, and we will venture to say, 
the most Englishman-like manner of coping 
with an antagonist, to meet him breast to breast, 
and brave at once his united powers and science. 
It is comparatively like the -courageous bull-dog 
which goes at once to the head of the bull ; and 
the cowardly cur which nibbles at his heels. 
Besides, the closer you stand to your opponents 
the sinews will be firmer braced, the whole frame 
more compact) and the limbs less liable to sus- 
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tain any injury, wl»9n hi the act of falling ; and 
indeed tbat this is the case, is imfficiently prored 
firom the pancHy of accidents in this ceanty^ 
compared with 'What frequently happens in th« 
south, where Ae looser holds are generally prac* 
ticed. 

We come now to the point where the strongest 
prejudices militate against us ; bat we trust a due 
consideration will materially reduce the strength 
of the objections so warmly urged against our 
Cumberland mode of Wrestling. It never can be 
supposed by any rational man, that strength and 
weight, are not great advantages in any mode 
of Wrestling or Boxing; and consequently, 
that these united with equal science and action, 
will generally produce victory. Now the way9 
of throwing at loose holds, are very limited com- 
pared with the other ; and of course the chances 
of the weaker man are fewer, A good striker, 
chipper, or hooker with the legs or feet, stands 
on no more than equal grounds with a more 
powerful antagonist, when contending with a 
loose, than a close hold. And in hipeing, cross- 
buttocking, striking with the knee, slipping from 
-the breast, and even in throwing an opponent 
quite over the head, modes regularly practised 
in close wrestling, the loose wrestler has no 
chance whatever. The reason of this is evident 
to any reflecting man — in one^ the power and 
use of the breast, which is the very Centre of 
strength and stamina in man, cannot be brought 
into action ; and in the other ^ is in universal use. 
When a vefy powerful man grasps a light one, 
if he holds him at a distance, and does not make 
play, he may render him powerless, and never 
give him the shadow of a chance. But With his 
arms round bis body or shoulders, the lighter 



yGoogk 



mainy ti^ feelmg^ or rastaiaiiig hk weight upoo 
his breast, Biay, with nearly an equal cbance of 
flupcesa asdail him in name direction? for this 
great and decisive reason : — ^the t^et^A^ of a man 
i£» no comparative counterpoise to his strength^ 
and consequently if the stronger man does not 
.choose to exert his powers, his mei'e weight is' 
no material drawback upon an antagonist who is 
at liberty to exert his own. Again , a inan of 
tremendous power may by mere strengtli of arm 
dash a little man to the ground, as we wiU sup- 
pose Douglas did his antagonists; but it is a 
well-known fact, that a powerful unscientific 
man taking his opponent from the ground in 
close holds, is the readiest way to lose the fall. 
For his opponent will, by hampering his knees 
or thighs, prevent his throwing him ; meanwhile 
the closejunction of their breai&ts, not only pre- 
vents the effectual use of superior strength, but 
even informs the defendant of every meditated 
arrangement, which hi^ science will enable him 
to render futile : thus while the stronger is lo- 
sing -his wind (and wind is strength), his grasp 
will decline ; this the other will proportionally 
gain ; till at length obliged to set his adversary 
down, he is generally thrown in a moment. The 
fact of Cass, the victor at the last Carlisle Races,r 
a mVn weighing sixteen stone, having been 
thrown by Rogerson,.a little taylor, scarcely 
nine ; Richard Abbott, about eteveuy winning 
the Purse at Keswick Races in 1821 ; and Wat- 
son, of Torpenhow, having twice thrown the 
powerful and celebrated Weightman, sufiicient- 
. ly establish the truth of the above remark. 

It is true we sometimes witness a more pow- 
erful man force in the back of a weaker, but . 
this isas much effected by art as strength ; and 
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rarely occurs even when 9irengik is assisted bv 
considerable science. The situation in which 
the parties are placed when they take an^<{nal 
hold of each other, is a sufficient bar to strength 
effecting any such purpose when opposed to su* 
perior Iscience : thus Weightman, assisted by se<* 
ven inches in height^ three stone of weight, and' 
considerable science, could not force in the back , 
of Watson ; and such is the effect of science over' 
strength, Rogerson has often been known to 
force men of thirteen stone weight on their 
knees! 

We will likewise illustrate the advantages of 
close wrestling by the following fact :*— In the 
height of our celebrity we were acquainted with 
an Irishman, who in his own country had carri- 
ed every thing before him at collar and elbow. 
He was five feet eleven inches high, more than 
fourteen stone weighty and one of the best made 
, men in the kingdom. We must acknowledge he ' 
was so much our master at collar and elbow, as 
generally to gain two falls out of three, and 
sometimejs four out of six ; but with the superi- 
ority of strength and weight, with close holds, 
which he was as much accustomed to as we were 
to the other, he was a mere play-thing ; nor 
could he ever rise superior to defeat in contend- 
ing with a second-rate Wrestler of ten stone: 
yet this man laughed at the idea of any twelve 
stone man in existence vanquishing him in hl| 
own mode of Wrestling; and to corroborate 
this, we will venture a li^ef-steak and a bottle of 
porter, that if a dozen of the best loose-hold 
Wrestlers in the kingdom be brought to the next 
Carlisle Races, they will be thrown too easily to 
excite any interest ; and if the trial be made, many 
of the Cumberland and Westmorland Wrestlers 
will find them sufficient work in their own way. 
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In Sparta, three Aomand years ago, we read 
that yoHB^ women wrestled naked before assem- 
blies of lAe people, and it was the general prac- 
tice long after that time to besmear the bodies of 
the competitors with oil. In the early history of 
oar own eonntry we likewise find it was custom- 
ary to engage in athletic exercises with a very 
^ght — and sometimes without any covering ; 
Wrestling therefore seems to be one of the few 
4Mnnsements in which we trace tiie gradnal pro- 
gress of soience and civilizatiOB, without any 
diminntion of gallant bearing or heroism in its 
performance. In preparing themselves for the 
eontest, our modern WresSere never encroach 
upon decorum so much, but that any lady may 
witness it without feehng her delicacy in the 
iea0l danger of being wounded by it ; and not- 
witfastanding the Munchausen stories of its bru- 
tality and terrific consequences to those engaged, 
it is fifty to one against any accident of conse- 
quence occurring ; and in feci this amusement will 
be found by all who are willing to receive proofs 
for prejudices, much less ^injurious, and more free 
from danger of bodily harm, than any other ex- 
ercise whatevei*^ butajs this point will receive 
due consideration in its proper place, we will 
«lose this part of our subject, and proceed to 
compare Wrestling with other amusements of 
the present day. 
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A PhilQSophical Dissertation on PTresflingj 
compared with other Amusements of the pre- 
sent day. 

As we will always contend that those exercises 
in which Man alone is implicated, miust be the 
most truly tL^Mbs and 9Ci^nt]fiic in their nature^ 
we will commence this part of our subject with 
comparing Wrestling and Pugilism; a sport 
which has .for some time acquired the name 
of a science, .and which all those who have 
read Boxiana, will not doubt, has acquired mosifc 
distinguished patronage amongst ejren Nobility 
Jtself. But truly, in what manner it can be 
deemed to rival Wr^tling as an amnsemefnt^ we 
are totally at a loss to imagine. It is true, its at- 
traction is evinced by the immense crouds which 
collect to witness it, but its interest to many is 
the sum they adre to gain or lose by the event: the 
fear of an interruption, the distance to, and dif- 
ficulty of ascertaining the spot where the con- 
test will actually tcdce place, and the^Uegality of 
the thing itself, must all operate as drawbacks on 
the gratification derived frcmi witnessing it But 
these dWcjuHies overcome, what follows ? One 
single contest, or if you please, trial of skUl; a 
short, or probably a protracted one, is gene- 
rally the whole inducement. If the former, an 
overpowering superiority, want of game in <wie 
of the combatants, or a blow, if not fatal, so 
dreadful in its efiects as to deprive the receiver 
of his recollection, and prevent his coming to 
time ; all things in themselves incapable of exci- 
ting any sensation of pleasure in the spectator^ 
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ifjp^^l itot ism^ b« wilMfsM^ if tbe hftter, a 
Mlboeaiibn of koodl&^awa bl^wsi a^fd'^e Meody 
'a»d disfi«UP«d a|^fi0arancb of the performers, 
must cooriderftbly atloy the gralifoation arii^ng 
from tlioir (Scitiice and dkill, amd- excite in every 
geMroas and iMmnuw toeast, the strongest emo-^ 
tlon« 6f commleeratiiib and^y for tiie Pngiiistg. 
Tkat this boA ii, nrftl wili>ba 4iie oaiey we may 
eonifidently appeal to' Boxlona its^ in aH re- 
j^rts of what are termed 'ipartliig* fights. To 
iMs setirce only ean he trabed what is eeUed the 
hnmanHy and o0n»ideyati^>» of Mr. JaeloMO, in 
eelleetlng money to o04a^pen«ate tiie efforts, ftnd 
rewacrd the bravery^ er to speak more correotiy, 
the Stfg^ng^ of the e&mh^itmn». Agmin ; while 
we adtmre the oewragfeiMs €^k oi the Pugilist 
wMdi/ leads hhn to aets of wha^ ixiay ev^rn in 
eine M»nse be called heroism, we^ most admit 
that he is at th^ same thne the faireliag of gamb- 
ling opinion ; the b^ng who by w fc te r go ing a 
odurse of training to enfable him to exhibit ii^fn- 
self more to th^ ad^ranUige ofhis-M^ had al- 
most said oteners — ^l)iit5«ieAersisthe tetm usual- 
ly appropriated by the sporting wovld to his 
employers, degrades hhnself to the oofiidHloB of 
the giune-coek, tte raeir-horse, ar many other 
animais of the brute orektion. 
• In fact, whatever attraetldn Boating may posr- 
aes6; the immengift sums depending on any ca- 
pital match between celebrated men, will fully 
warrant us in asserting gBtmbltng to be one of 
the principal. And however friendly we nwy 
be to an e:thibiti<^ With the gloves, aoqutring 
the means of defence when a^taclced,' tor aMtdi- 
tionlrl power of repelling an iihprorels«ed kfeult, 
we cannot, although a strenuous adMiri^ of the 
eloquence of Mr. Egan, coalesce with t^ in 
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his eonolufitonii ttiftt prnfeoted Pofilkn hai ,angt 
teod^ncy to freFC»l^»fl0^8iDiUion, or to be in it». 
. nature a «iore eqaal^ or manly ixianiior» thaa 
8w6rd or pistol of aettling those dkputes itir 
wbieh neither pariy cao» withoiU vmklng the 
core i/^orse than the 4kease» apfpeal t«o the law., 
AaeasiNiiatioii ean n^rrer obtain any advocates 
for ito support in a. country r&kKmnedioT.ih^' 
hrarery Of its inhabitants ; aiul when we ^onai^ 
der the great differenc0 that may probably be.ia- 
the age, make, and sise of the partiAa who quar- 
rel,, we eannot hesitate to pronounoe Boxing 
inferior. A aeientific man^ -or one so much &k^ 
perior to another in age, i^ength, or other ad<^ 
vantages^ as to put soienoe out of the question* 
mighiinsnli himv and ridioule lUie idea of giving- 
him sattefaotion, if there were no alternative tmt- 
Boxing for it - But if the rank of the partiei^ 
and the spkit of the weaker, rendered suph a 
re^silt probable ; a man however strongt or; gift-' 
ed with boxing requisites, might pause as mnehf 
or more so» before he insulted any fellow-crea^ 
ture however diminutive in person, as if he were^ 
his equal in every particular , as. a bullet would 
makie no daatinction between them. We are no 
advocate for duellings we even think the pracr 
tice cannot be vindicated in a ohristian country 
by any provocation ; but if a man's feelings be 
so wounded that he mil have satisfaction, wO: 
would advise him to prefer it either to assassina^ 
tion, o« toxuog a man who is momlly certain to 
give hkn a severe thrashing. 

We acknowledge we do not object to boxing 
when the parties conaider themselves on a level, 
aad whieh is the better man iu that respect, is 
the eause of quarrel; and if a little science be 
displayed in bringing the matter to a oopolupion* 
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we own we like it the better, and fully coincide 
with Mr. Ei^an, that it is a much better way of 
settling such disputes, than having recourse to 
knives, sticks, or any other weapon whatever. 

But professed Pugilism is gambling. The men 
are brought to the ring, comparatively like oxen 
to the slaughter ; but with this material diflfer- 
ence : — one are brought to gratify the curiosity, 
. or gambling propensities of the public; the other 
for a more substantial and necessary motive— to 
fill their bellies! 

It is asserted there are many praise-worthy 
characters, not only among the admirers of Pu- 
gilism, but among the Pugilists themselves. Ad- 
mitting it to be the case, is it not a strange in- 
consistency in human nature, that men entitled 
to that character can find any amusement iii 
witnessing what is supposed to be a good fight '^ 
We saw the battle between Carter and Oliver at 
Gretna Green, and we will extract from Boxiana 
a few particulars of it. As early as the fourth 
round we are informed, " the head of Oliver 
was terrifically hideous, the blood pouring down 
in torrents — his body and back completely sco- 
red with the ropes, occasioned by his struggles 
to resist the iron grasp of Carter, and to get 
away from that desperate fibbing punishment 
which had been so liberally administered to him 
by the superior strength of his opponent.'' 

After fighting twenty more rounds in this situ- 
ation, we are told ^« Oliver's head was so hide- 
ously disfigured that all former traces of it were 
gone; and Carter's nob a little altered from its 
originality." After these sublime specimens of 
attractive eloquence, eight more rounds are 
fought, and then comes the climax — which is 
word for word as follows : — *' Nature had been 
d2 
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frame could bear, the vital powers wpre nearly 
extinct — dafeat seemed to^op^rate^o muoh ftfom 
his mind that h^ fo«^t till bU puli^ was Wdly^ 
found i0 vibi^te — and in the la^t^ix f^^^n^a^ du- 
ring whic^ he had hot the le«^ sitadaw of a 
ehande, be pentevered till 9II reooUeetLoii of the 
scene in which he liad been so actively engaged 
^ bad totally left him. In the thirty-second round 
be was taken oUt of tbe riqg in a state of stupor» 
and completely deprived of vision— his body and 
back were shockingly lacerated all over, from his 
straggling so much upon the ropes; and, in point 
of factff much as fighting men .may have suffered 
in former battles, the situatiotn to which Qtiveir 
ivas reduced) ita>pears» ext»e»di^ Ahem aU« Th^ 
battle laifltod forty-six minuses* He was i^hw 
und jlut to bed at Jjongtown, four miles from the 
ring, und i)^ consequence of the \mst quantiity 9t 
}Am^hj$ bad lost in the content, added to hjaex-* 
hausted state, the surgis^on$ w.lio^wi<»re oalled in jt^ 
attend upo^ him, deemed it highly dangerous km 
should be Ued/' 

. After thftse extrikcts th^ generlBklity of oitr.read* 
ers will be at $l loss to imagine what ooii9titujbsa 
ibe amuiemeni at a prize fig^t If Carter anA 
Oliver relished it, the lit^tter surely could not £ul 
to be delighted in this Instance, aa he got p«r* 
fectly i^tisfied. Carter Ukewiae could not. find 
any fault, yet^he was supposed to.have no grAat 
taste for ^altered ndbs^' and such little fiur«; 
ticularities. 

As {dr tbe spectator^ those who won called it 
a good figitt^ and those who loet a bctd one. Tbs 
fiprmer therefore were well anmmd^ and the lat- 
ter found no amusement in it. The aceount^af 
the %bi is wiih the e^^eepUon of one particolar* 
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very correct: — it was as early as the eleventh^ 
and not in the twentieth round, that Oliver put 
in the tremendous body-blow which occasioned 
for two or three minutes the only delightful sen- 
sation his friends experienced during the whole 
contest. Previous to the act of closing, in many 
rounds there certainly was much science dis- 
played by the combatants ; and we do not hesi- 
tate to say, that Carter's quickness gave him a 
manifest superiority in that respect over his op- 
ponent ; who, while he endeavoured to give 
greater effect to his blows, was too slow in de- 
livering them :— but when closed, it was the 
strength only of Carter which gave him the ad- 
vantage. In point of throwing, nothing which 
could be called a cross-buttock occurred between 
them. Carter, indeed, did sometimes succeed in 
getting his left leg across both Oliver's, and drag- 
ging him over it ; but to apply tlie term science 
to that part of the contest would be ridiculous. 

But putting loss and gain out of the question, 
what great satisfaction could the impartial spec- 
tators derive from witnessing such spectacles as 
these quotations allude to ? The fight we quote 
from, greatly resembles in its prominent features 
all those which are termed good fights. One of 
the men, and sometimes both, are obliged to be 
carried, or at least supported out of the ring, — 
and the next question that naturally occurs is, 
what cause induced them to come there ? The 
fact is, there was no previous quarrel between 
the individuals in question ; but Carter thought 
he could get two hundred Guineas, and con- 
siderably advance his future prospects by beat- 
ing Oliver ; and Oliver entertained the same sen- 
timents respecting Carter, The monied men 
differed in opinion what would be the result of 
d3 
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wattih « meeiif^9 &nd 'each party supposed ib^ 
could afford that price out of the mOBey tbey felt 
iHeliaed to risk pn the issue. Accordlu^Ly we 
are iolormed by Boi^iaua, that the baeker« of 
Carter presented him with fifty guineifis in ad* 
dition to the battle-money, which was two hun- 
dred more. These sums, and the expense of 
training would probably amount to three huo-*- 
dred Pounds ! 

As for Cftirer, Boxiana remarks <« That Mr. 
J.ackson Was not at Carli$le^, auditwas^obser^^d? 
tha^ the losing m^n was, not the hei^ for bis ab- 
sence ;^' which is tantamount to saying, Mr. 
Jackson was not present to have begged mof^e 
mozrey for him than his disappointed back^i^ 
could prObftbly afford. The attra»cfion of modern 
Pugilism therefore is, either gambling, or the 
pleasure of witnessing two men beat each other 
till ope of them can no longer meet him at the 
scratch. — This is the true philosophical view of 
the subject, when fairly examined, and dive^led 
of the superficial iidornments in which it i» en* 
veloped by its admirers. 

Let us now revert to Wrestling ; and eareliiUy 
«crutinizing it in the same manner we have doner 
Boxing, compare the two exercises together ; 
and freely stating our own opinion, leave our 
readers at full liberty to form thejr own jndg-^ 
ment. In witnessing a priase Wrestled for^ in* 
stead of one contest only, there wre generally 
from thirty to forty, or sixty to eighty. 'Tho^e^ 
^ who by better fortune, or superior doKterity, 
throw their opponent the j^^^ time over, meet la 
the second, a partial victor like themselves ; aad 
then " Greek meets Greek*' in succession, till M 
length, all his competitors vanquished, either by 
himself or in rotation by those he baji tiiro^Qj 
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Ike conqueror (like Alexander the Great) ha» 
no more to vanquish. 

Our literary readers will immediately recog- 
nize in this amusement what is always allowed 
by critics and connoiseurs to constitute the high- 
est gratification a spectator can experience. 
That piece only is considered perfect which pxo- 
gressiy^ly advances in interest till it arrives at 
tile denouement ; which evincing the same mas- 
terly genius, the satisfaction of the audience is 
complete. In this point of view. Wrestling as 
an amusement stands unrivalled and alone. The 
spectator who knows no more of his own lan- 
guage when written or printed, than he does of 
Hebrew, fully demonstrates the truth of this as- 
sertion by the increased interest he feels in every 
succeeding round ; till arrived at the last, that 
one fall interests him much more than any of the 
preceding. In this respect Pugilism is so far 
from admitting of any comparison with Wrest- 
ling, that even the single contest it dwindles to 
is very defective. The greatest interest it ex- 
cites is at the commencement, when the men are 
in full vigour, and exerting all their science and 
action to obtain the first advantage. As the 
combat advances these become less obvious, 
blows and blood are more conspicious; and as 
they are fully expected as a matter of course, — 
commiseration (a very singular kind of pleasure 
to court as an amusement) begins to supersede 
gratification ; and when the fight terminates, that 
feeling is absorbed by pity for the loser in the 
breast of every spectator but those whose loss or 
gain make them callous to every feeling of hu- 
manity. Wrestling has never yet (at least in 
this country) become a subject of gambling spe- 
culation, Th^ trifles sported by the spectators 
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sre n^iver di object of mtich 'ebiisiAefaiiofi ; and - 
neither epmiaJMeratloi^ nor pHy; are at att Bkeff 
iifii be ei^ited by. witkieBsitig' it. Tfe Wrestlers 
walk out of the rhig^ as free' from injary as When 
they ehtefred it :-^aiid let as now make the same 
inquiry we dW >espeethig the PagHists ; what * 
Ijfritirs them, there ? We answer — a deisire to ri- 
val ttie renown of fbrmer heroes! That geiie-' 
roos and irresistible spirit of emnlation whibh 
I^ Kni^ts to the princely tournament, and 
from thence to signalize themselves in the ser-' 
vice of their country ! The Wtestlers'come like 
Orlando, "to prove the strength of their youth,** 
and to convince the spectators that their science, 
^irit, and. activity correspond with it. " 

If the , Wrestler meets an equal opponent, 
** chance niay place the laurel on his nekd, or 
tear it fti>m ms brow ;'* if the fdrmery his fome Is* 
advanced-*-^^the desire of frirther conquests in- 
spires him with additional courage, and when 
he falls, he fells like some of Ossian's heroes,' 
» with his fame around him :"— ^f the laHeTi un- 
injured in person, pocket, or character; what 
has a brave mind to regret? ^e has done hie 
best ; « fortune," said the Prussian hero, « is a 
V slippery jade, another time I shall do better.'^ 
He came there the hireling of no one ; he came 
like a free-born Englishman, to what character- 
izes a real English amusement— for* his own gra- 
tification, and to contribute to that of others t 
^8 he probably never flattered himself with the 
hope of being ultimately victorious wfiere so ma- 
ny contended ; he may indeed have heenfoU&d 
sooner than hie expected, but tbsf\emt ii certainlr 
k strong expression for one so circumstanced. 
If he meet with an antagonist superior in strength 
or soienoe, he Ir geneiaUy thrown ; if tintt be 



yGoogk 



the case, it is no more than he expected, and no 
stigma whatever is attached to the circumstance ; 
on the contrary, he will often observe with much 
complacency, " I plagued him more than he ex- 
pected,'' or, "it is an honour to be thrown by 
him." Should he chance to win the fall, so 
much the better. If thrown by an inferior an- 
tagonist, he is laughed at by his friends, and 
vows " he will take better care another time," 
and that is the worst. In short, his observations 
may be as various as the situations which occa- 
sion them,- -and these equally so as the con-. 
tests that must take place before a prize is won* 
To entertain a company, variety is always an aux-»; 
iliary, often requisite, and sometimes indispensa-. 
ble. To constitute an amusement, uncertainty, 
and expectation are two essential requisites ; and 
these, unalloyed by any painful feeling, can 
alone produce gratification. In all these quali- 
fications, Wrestling is eminently superior to any 
other amusement. The contests are many, and 
varied in their mode of termination. In single 
trials by men in full vigour, the result is suffi- 
ciently uncertain. Men distinguished by supe- 
rior strength, or science, are certainly expected 
to win ; as the victor will invariably be possessed 
of one or both of these qualifications; and any 
accidents likely to interrupt the satisfaction of the 
spectators will very rarely occur. In all these 
parallels, we presume few will be found to dis- / 
pute the superiority of Wrestling over Boxing; 
If Wrestling be called the mere act of one man 
throwing another down ; the science displayed, 
and the manner of doing it, may reasonably be 
supposed to excite the interest, and gratify the 
curiosity of the spectators; and this we have al- 
ways supposed constituted an amusement. But 
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If on tiie same ground we 6all tioxiiig the mere 
^et of one man beating another till he Is disBgu- 
f^ with blood} and unable to standi although 
sdendetnay be displayed in the performance, 
yet T^ are compelled to acknowled^ ft is a bar- 
barous act, and we envy not the feelings of those 
who find any amusement in it. 
'There are some wiseacres, who, as if they had 
sMdied the means of furnishing' other men with 
reasons for denominating them^ — Pshaw! the 
word is an ugly one, and we will leare our read* 
ei^s t6 9fqfpose what it is^-will gravely inform 
yen, that Wrei^ling injures a man more tiian 
. fighting! Shbuid we asfk these geninsfes for' 
reasoHBy #e would probably receive such aa 
answer as Falstalf gttve when pressed for theiA'; 
« What, npbn compulsion f no; if teasons were^ 
M plettttfal as blackberHes, I would givenolnan 
a reason on compulsion !" In many prizes, the 
vietor generally vanquishes five or six * oppoi* 
^ents ; and probably wrestles some hundred fallir 
wi^n the yiear. In fighting, 6ne opponent is 
generaiUy enfficient for two or three months ; and 
we woald mippose one hundred' a tolerable sup- 
ply *ir life for any ordinary man. In Wrestling; 
the man who is thrown is ready f6r another ttial 
tile next minuie) in fighting, the beaten man 
lias often more occailion for a chaise to convey 
hhn home, a Doctor to prescribe for him, and a 
nurse for a tee^. t' 

• In science only, will Bcbchig and Wrestlihg 
aidiilt' of any eompariMnn i— Imd were we to 
sobetHbte five or seveii Arows, for one, which Is 
fdl ttat ift allowed in contending for a prtise^ we ' 
believe H would be difficult to asmgn the superior* 
1^ to efther. But the limited duration of a shi- 
gle^ fall renden a momentary advantage often 
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decMre) whioh in a nstatbtT) of in baiag^ is' in 
iaixife guarded against ; and strengtli an^ mm 
regain a certain preponderance^ aceerdiiig at 
they are united withy or opposed ie^sc^aice and 
action. Thi]b Richard Abbots . weighing little 
more than efetien. stone, whd won tlie prize a| 
Keswick in 1821, undoubtedly threw two os 
three 'men upwards of /Atrium, wi^ whom: he 
would stand no manner of clrnnce thqree Ml» nmt 
of five : but who ever dreamt tiiat Dutch Sam^ 
or Tom Belcher, ^thoughJphenomettay could have 
beaten Jem Belcher, or the Game Chicken ! oc 
that the Nonpareil Randall, could beat Neat I j 
It jaiay be urged that Dutch Sam.beat several 
Pugilistfi) two stone abovie his own weight ; and 
that Jem £elcher, undej . thirteen, beat Giaihble# 
and tv^as for some timeiihe, unrivalled ChaivfMnr 
of £nglaiiid. Ttoae instances,. though conviUft 
eiog proofs of scfonce i^nd good manhood ia 
Boxing, do npt entitle that exercisa to cliittianyi 
superiority V)ver Wrestlings in which such ini^Ui^ 
ces are by no means Uaec»nmon. If asked tq 
produce tnem, we.need only refer to Thomas Ni-^ 
cbolsonXabouit the weight o£.Jem Belcher) wu[w 
niug&t Carlisle for threo successive years; JaaM0 
Fawcett, about eleveu, winning at Melmerby foe 
$even years ; or to the circumstance of Thomaii 
Toddy about twelve stone, throwing last year at 
Carlisle John Fearon, of Gilocux, weigiiing se^ 
venteen^ who .possessed science enough to throw 
the celebrated Weightmaa^ and likewise. John 
Jaiddle, fourteen stone,, an acknowledged fiealt 
rate Wrestler. Nor is there any doubt, but any 
of these men, and . numerous othc^ wo could 
meution» would vanauish in any number of trialsf 
men as £ar above tnedr weighty and ratiiigt aa 
high in point of science^ as those b^ by. Smm 
Belcher, or any other Pugilist whatever. 
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The mmxh'. of aofilMi^ fetfeetf4iri«ptokfi% 
•ocL wfeflttiflfp «re: equal. W# bttm fia[idt.|%iK 
nve%bti e*iipafatiWp :ttf best lm:^ben %W0r^ 
k^m p Bfoii men mSsm^t tbitteeii, or b^weeii tWiA 
elhidi fiMBorteeff'stlme) the 4W»kiiowkdg'ed.«htaii^ 
{liaBsJ beeaaee- tUse lailer* eeqvir^ tciMiev 
enoQgli to thf o«r> or beat lijg:kter men ; aB# are 
a« moril fiopevior m that resf^et to veiy beai^ 
iMU) aa to lendef a. few stettoa o# no grea4 hun 
portliflo^ It ia tme there mt^ be scnae km er«i 
eeptiew; bst^Jamea Bele4iep» Henry i^arce^ 
Jonn Golly, and maoy others^; are undeniabie' 
evidewDesii^ the trath of the remM'k on one sMe} 
ABdTboiMMPNiobolaett^WiUtani Riohard^oa, and 
with these -eelebrated naaies me mi^t without 
ei^tiflHt' fiiote onr own, on tibe other: all of 
whMT no^ twelve i^ne man in the world was 
able to nranquiah, eci»ee^t by mere acoident. We 
could wUh pDiqpriety^ote many other iianiea^ 
both bttiere and wreetlers to stveii|^beii the v^*' 
vMOkr but the above are suttclei^. Thejpi^&pii^ 
pie open which thia feet i6 gpromded, i» suffietefft^ 
iy- c1m« and natural to those, who not content 
with a soperfioial knowledge; wish to eocamlno 
the aouree it.springa fromr To arHve at the top 
of the tree in eitlmr wrestttng or boxing, a com* 
ptoto knowled|fe of the^ficienoe, and varied and 
efeetive action are indigpensaMy necessary; and 
neltlier of these requisite can possU^ly be acqari-* 
ned withoot prhetice of every desojiptien. What 
we mean by practiee of every description iSf 
pnaotiee with sope^iMrs, equals, and inferiors^ 
both in rei^etTof som^ce and weight ;> and to 
form a eon^lete master^ sndk practice iaa^^- 
lutely neeessaiy* It is eai^ for light weij^ts, 
and ne^ diffionltfor men of from thirteen lo fonr« 
st6ile» to find oppenenta elall these des^ 
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-cjriptioris; but very rare for those above that 
' weight to find equals or superiors willing to en- 
gage with them ; and iience their defielency in 
science and action ; for in those critical moments 
either of attack or defence, when nice distinc* 
tions are not only necessary, but often deoisive 
of a c6ntest ; that less than momentary recollec- 
tion and scientific rapidity of action which has 
frequently been the means of winning and 
losing, and consequently with which one party 
is perfectly at home ; is totally wanting in the 
other. Thus it is almost impos^bie a very heavy 
man can acaiiire the science and action of one a- 
bove the middle size ; but the insuperable bar is 
removed between the latter and the light 
weights. 

Having thus at considerable length defined 
the difference between Wrestling and Boxing, 
ft will not be necessary to dwell much upon the 
former, in future, comparisons. But before We 
entirely take leave of this part of the subject, 
we cannot help observing the great difficulty we 
unavoidably labour under, in adapting our lan- 
guage to the comprehension of one class of our 
readers, and the salisfaciion of others: — and, 
possibly, like the old man and his ass, by endea- 
vouring to please every body, we may please 
nobody, and give our labour into the bargain. 
There is likewise another difficulty which we 
have been compelled to submit to: that is, in 
speaking of Wrestlers and Wrestlingy we have 
often, to avoid repetition, i>een obliged to adopt 
the boxing phrases ; such as combatants, van- 
quished, antagonists, <&c. which, although ge- 
nerally used, are strictly applicable to those con- 
tests only, in which two men oppose each otiier 
to extremity ; and therefore seem harsh when 

E 
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. applied to an exercise like Wrestling, in whioh 
men oppese each other for amusement. 

Leaping and Running' are both exercises 
which admit of few comparisons. We do not 
wish^ to depreciate either ; but to compare tbera 
as interesting amusements to Wrestling, would 
be ridiculous. It is certainly a desirable thing 
to outstrip our competitors in any exercise ; and 
therefore to excel in leaping has been an object 
of ambition to many ; but the interest it excites 
is comparatively small, as it is entirely destitute 
of any appendage to recommend it to the patron- 
age of the public. It is also generally allowed 
to be moire injurious to the frame than Wrestling, 
owing to the great stress the act of springing ne- 
cessarily imposes on the belly and intestines. 
As it is never classed amone^ those which are 
deemed manly exercises, to dwell much upon it 
would be superfluous. 

Running is an exercise, which, like Leapin|^, 
has been for some years gradually declining in 
Cumberland and Westmorland ; a convincins^ 
proof of the little interesf they are calculated to 
excite. In these counties they were formerly 
in considerable repute ; and till within these few 
years, (and sometimes yet) a pair of gloves to 
leap for, and a hat to run for, were usually gi- 
ven at all petty races, cellar-openings, public 
bridals, fiddler wakes (commonly called' hakesjy 
annual sports, &c. where a belt to wrestle for 
was the priticipal attraction. Those who wist- 
ed to attain any celebrity in Running devoted 
much more time to prepare themselves for that 
performance, than is required to leap or wres- 
tle ; as it was usual to undergo a course of train- 
ing to prepare themselves for it. Running by 
in itself, a thing perhaps more essentially useful 
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to those who excel in it than Leaping, or even 
Wrestling itself; bat as an amusement, either to 
those who practise it, or to spectators, vastly in- 
ferior to Wrestling, It has, however, in all ages, 
and in many countries, been held in great re- 
pute ; yet, notwithstanding, . speed has latterly, 
in some places, been made a subject pf gambling 
speculation; it is perhaps less practised at this 
present time, than at any other peqod. In all 
exercises there is an object of competition. In 
Running, that object is superior speed. View- 
ing Leaping or Running philosophically, th3 
true state of the matter is simply this — the man 
who wins, and those who lose, perform exactly 
Ithe same thing ; but the victors leap a few inch-. 
es farther^ or run a certain distance, one, or per- 
liaps a few moments sooner than those who lose. 
Neither exercise admits of much variety ; a jump 
(the common substitute for leap in Cumberland) 
is a jump, and a race is a race ; this the specta- 
tors know they must witness ; and the sameness 
that pervades the whole is only varied by the uu; 
certainty of winning, . As we remarked before, 
those who do win perform nothing but the same 
thing the losers do, excepting what we before 
observed. In Wrestling the case is quite re- 
versed ; the action is varied ; and the winner 
stands — the loser falls. To sum up the differ- 
ence of the three exercises at once, and to scru- 
tinize Leaping and Running, as we have before 
done in regard to Wrestling and Boxing, we 
shall only observe, that horses and dogs can leap 
or nm ; but men only can wrestl^. 

Football is an exercise which has dwindled 

down to nothing, compared to the estimation in 

which It was formerly held. The Sabbath, 

though cenfessedly an improper one, was the 

Eg 
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day on which it was generally practised. Villa- 
ges, parishes, and frequently three or fonr united, 
opposed others annually on some particular Sun* 
day afternoon ; to carry away the ball from the 
scene of action to their own side of the county 
was the avowed object of their ambition. The 
contest was often extremely violent, and seldom 
decided till some individual, and frequently seve- 
ral, had received severe bodily harm. Thei^ 
meetings which were common all over this coun- 
ty thirty years ago, are now very rare. For ma- 
ny miles round Whitehaven, all traces of then! . 
are obliterated ; but in some parts of the north ' 
of Ireland, they still flourish in their pi'istine vi- 
gour. When a select number of good players 
are chosen from either side, no contest whatever 
requires more dexterity, action, and vigour. It 
then may be termed a combination of loose 
wrestling, kicking, and running. It is^ usual in 
some parts of Ireland in a contest between two 
counties, to make choice of the twelve best men 
in each, to decide (like the Horatii and Curiatii) 
the fate -of the whole district The champions 
are drawn up oppowte to each other, and every 
man grasps the hand of his particular opponent. 
The ball is then thrown up so as to preserve the 
equality of the parties, and an instantaneous 
struggle to throw each other and reach the ball 
first, immediately takes place:— as that party 
which gains the most falls wiil outnumber itA 
other at the first onset, the greater prospect of 
ultimate success is thus determined by the previ- 
ous wrestling. Contested in this manner, foot- 
ball would prove an attractive amusement in any 
part of the kingdom. — ^One of the most extraor- 
dinary exhibitions of football which can possibly 
be witnessed, annually takes place on Baster 
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' Toesday at Workington. The contest is between 
he high and the low part of the town ; and so 
nuch interest does it excite, that there are few 
nhabitants qf the town who do not express some 
mxiety for the event. The great concourse of 
spectators, amongst whom are many strangers 
and residents of the adjacent neighbourhood, 
#ho come purposely to witness the sport ; and the 
number who take an active part in the play, ren- 
der any attempt to kick the ball out of the ques- 
tion. Throwing it therefore is the only method 
that can be practised ; and it is a work both of 
danger and difficulty to get possession of the 
ball, and regain a position from which it can be 
thrown, as the person attempting it is generally 
grasped and ajssailed by three or four antago- 
nists, who are by no means dilatory or sparing 
in saluting him with a few flriendly kicks or cuffs 
before he can achieve it. The eager and inces- 
sant cries of " up with her," and ^ down with 
her,'^ as well from the pl&yers, as spectators of 
both sexes, during a struggle to get possession of 
the ball ; the huzzas which the sight of it always 
occasions ; and the multitudes of all descriptions 
of people who crowd the immediate eminences 
which command a view of the place of action, — 
form altogether, a scene highly amusing and pic- 
turesque. It not unfrequently happens that the 
ball is thrown into the river Derwent (a favorite 
obfject with the down players); at stich times, nei- 
ther the depth nor rapidity of the water appear . 
'f any obstacle to those who are thorough-bred ; 
and many a complete ducking is the inevitable 
consequence before the up party can trani^er the 
object of contention to terra firma. It has some- 
times happened that the contest has been' so 
equal and obstinate, that the ball has been divi-^ 
e3 
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d^d on tbe ground^ and consequently neither 
party acknowledged defeat. When the contest 
terminates, the scene of action is deserted for 
some time ; after which numbers readjourn to the 
gjroUnd, when wrestling closes the sports of the 
day. The superiority of wrestling over football- 
playing as an amusement, is evident in the fol- 
lowipg particulars : — fewer accidents occur in it; 
ai^d victory, which in wrestling is the enviable 
distinction due to one individual only ; in foot- 
ball is equally claimed by one half of the whole 
competitors. The great diflPerence this occasions 
ipay be illustrated by supposing two individuals, 
one a celebrated wrestler, and the other a distin- 
guished football-player, present at any place of 
s^musement wWre there IS a large collection of 
people ; tiie wrestler will be noticed and gazed at 
by. almost every person present ; while the other 
will be regarded with qomparative Indifference. 
We do not say the wrestler regards this as an en- 
viable distinction ; but such is the preponderance 
over human nature, of the maxim aut Caesar, 
aut nihil. The wrestler copes singly with one 
opponent; the football-player may be assailed 
by three or four antagonists at one time. Wrest- 
ling, as a rotative amusement, is calculated for 
exhibition in assemblies however large. Football, 
.where all the players are engaged at once, re- 

auires a more large and open space of ground 
lan can possibly be kept clear of interruption 
when a large crowd is assembled. 

Most of the observations we have applied to 
football-playing, will equally affect the athletic 
diversion of cricket, ana all other games where a 
great number of players are engaged at once. 
Whatever dexterity they require, the numbers 
engaged prevent in a great measure their public 
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eifaibition» and involve the fortune of the best and 
most scientific player engaged, with the blondefrs 
and incapability of the most ignorant. It is trtie, ' 
men are opposed to men; bnt ccfr^ikinly not terx-*^ 
actlyin the same manly manner a^ #hen o'pposed' 
to each other in wrestlirig. The very names^ 
which distinguish these diver£foiiS9 likewise iii->'' 
fdrm us that the dexterity displiayi^dlii the Mcfc** 
ing, strilduff, or hurling a ball, is thfe criterion of' 
excellence m them. In the northern cohiitied of 
England they are seldom practised. Those per-*' 
sons who would relish such amusemenfisv canndt' 
possibly find time, place, or opportunity to pMkJ^' 
tise them ; and those who possess all thes^ haVe 
no inclination to avail themselves of them. 

. The gallant and scientific game of iSingle Sticky ' 
so much practiced in many parts of Ireland, ahd^ 
some of the southern counties in Engfand,' is to- 
tally unknown in Cumberland andWe^tmorlatid'.' 
This game may certainly be termed as scietitific,- 
and calculated for placing the combatants oitr- 
terms of equality, as much, or perhapis more SO5 
than any other. In it, as in wrestling, c^very in- 
dividual stands for himself only ; and if he prove 
victoriousj the merit is exclusively his own. The 
performers when a prize is played for, will seldom 
be numerous, as very few, excepting those who 
flatter themselves with the hope of ultimate vic- 
tory, will enter the lists. A broken head, and a 
few remembrancers elsewhere, are things not 
generally relished. But the principal things we 
can with propriety urge in favor of wrestling 
over this gallant and hardy exercise, are, first, 
that one may be termed the science, or know- 
ledge of one particular artificial weapon ; and 
the other, the science of manhood only, without 
the aid of any artificial instrument whatever ; 
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Had aooofHlif > ^ imttan^l propensity of Epg« 
Iwhraeii to graj^te with their antag^dnists. Thus 
I^oworer much we may admire the manoeuvres of 
a.W^lUjpgtOA in choottng his ground^ — stationing 
14b mepi—rand evincing during an action his 
tlMNTOugh knowledge of the whole art of war ; 
and however we may exult in the steadiness of 
t\^ men ihenuielvesy the precision of their fire, 
and their experl^ess in tnose tactics which are 
often a m^aiis of insuring victory; we always 
dwell with/ enthusiasm on those particular parts 
where our countrymen have been engaged with 
the bayonet: — ^it is then only that we feel that 

Goud and extatic feeling which makes us firmly 
lieve the national and characteristic proverb— 
<« that one Englishman can heat ihree French- 
Bian." 

w We cpme now to the consideration of amuse-, 
mentsof quite another description to those we 
haye heretofore commented upon. We mean those 
q^rts in which mUmalSf and notmen^ are the 
princijp^ performers ; consequently, although 
th^j may prove as entertaining to mtmy^ as those 
before treated of ; yet they must certainly be 
aoeounted hy ally less noble and manLy> both in 
their nature and tendency. As we cannot how- 
ever^ class them under one head, we shall there- 
fare ofiTer a few observations on some of the most 
distinguished scqparately. 

: Horse*racing, in which this nation still conti- 
nues to excel the whole world, and which was 
for a long time considered almost exclusively 
our owtty is a favourite amusement with all who 
can spare time and money to witness it in any 
degree of perfection. The beauty and speed of 
that noble animal, and the alternate advantages 
which sometimes occur in a well-contested racct 
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are nodoabtVeiy pow^rftitlskHii^^g bf attnioiioa > 
to ail ranks of people. It is difllcult to imagiae 
how any number of men calliiig themeelves tke 
representative^ of a firee and potreitfed Mitioii, 
could arrogatd to tiiemiKlreS) and to those of 
egoal rank, an exelosive right to et^oy any di* - 
version from whfehthe majority of their eonsti- 
tuents were debarred. Yet, howeveJr partial to 
the amusement, without a man can aiBsrd to run • 
a horse or fight a main of eoeks, twMiy pounds, . 
he must do it either in contempt, or ojpen defi- 
ance of a law, so arbitrary as to give to therlefa'f 
only, a legal right to partake of these tiro anwise- ' 
ments. However, those of the p<aorer class who' 
are addicted to these sports, cotttriVW to'amuse-t 
themselves in a way more adapted to theik* bircnin- 
stances. They advertise their meetings for^ 
matches of fifty pounds, and a purse, whtoh it is^ 
siifficiently understood constitutes tlM^ real tnm^^ 
and by way of striking even With their supeftors^f 
debar any horse wUch has starts ft» fifty* 
pounds, matches and sweepstakes excepted; > 
Horse-racing however- is, fiMlependent' of any- 
drawback upon it, a very precarious and un-' 
certain diversion. In races of any celebrity, ' 
even the knowing ones are seldom certain what * 
horses will actually atari; had more uncertaiB ' 
whether they will all equally try to win. TtdA f 
depends altogether on the betting speculations,- » 
or caprice of the owners of every horse etttiOed - 
to run. Thus the favorite horse is olleiif kcpt» 
back^ and his rider ordered to lose the fitst heat.! 
It is therefore manifestly the interest of hid' owtt^ ( 
er, and those initiated into tlie secret; t<> co^ - 
ctfal the circumstance from the great ntejidrityj" 
and make the most of their superior itMLUS oft 
information. When this* is the case v^' <mtkW>i 
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call it better than pocket piokiiig ; and that ig- 
norance which prevails amongst the majority 
of the spectators as to the expected issact and 
ev^en the supposed expectation of the more know- 
ing9 must greatly detract from the gratification 
the diversion would otherwise afford. 

. At petty races where the contending horses 
are termed leather-platers^ an honest and well- 
contested race is seldom witnessed. The great ma- 
V jority of the spectators when converring about 
them, will frequently observe, " they expected 
nothing better, biit came to see the Wrestling/' 
When what are termed very considerabte sub- 
scriptions are run for in this county, the attend- 
ance is not proportioned by the exp>ected races: 
-^thus at Keswipk, the /iFre«//fii|7 is, the acknow- 
ledged grand source of attraction :— and even at 
Carlisle, where the King's Hundred is given,- in- 
dependent of large suli^riptions ; there was not 
last year, except in one solitary instance, any 
amusement expected, as manv of the knowiner 
ones were certain of every other resalt. With 
such a drawback upon the ostensible cause of 
the meeting, a very circumscribed attendance 
might have been anticipated. But on the morn- 
ing of the Wrestling, tne many thousands flock- 
ing to the scene of action, sufficiently testified 
the interest that amusement excited, without any 
other inducement whatever ; and so far will 
those, who will without making any invidious 
distinction, fairly compare these amusements^ 
and the feelings they may naturally e;xcite ; be 
from wondering at this decided preference^ 
that they will rejoice at it After what we have 
already advanced respecting Wrestling in dif- 
ferent, parts of this treatise, .there is no occasioa 
at present to enlarge upon its tendency to pro* 
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mote It generpns spirit of emalatibn, which miK»( 
in til its consequeQces, prove highly adT|inta« 
geoos in a national point of view. 

It 18 tBLT^ very far from our purpose, to 4epret 
ciate any amusement ; on the contrary, it is our 
wish to give every one of thein» every iota of 
merit ta which they can possiblv bf entifled. 
Bq.t at the same time» we have pleoged ourselves 
to view, them philosophically ; that is, to strip 
them of every superficial ornament, and consider 
them as they really are in themselves. Consis- 
tent with this principle, we hesitate not to pro- . 
nounce the horse a very useful — and what many 
have called him — a wMe animal ; — we readily 
acknowledge it is important to preserve, and if 
possible, improve our. own distinguished breed, 
which is universally allowed to be the best in the 
world ; — wUlingiy stibscribe to the doctrine that 
Horse-racing is one of the most efficient means 
of doing so; — and even from our own experi- 
ence, testily the delight a well-contested race is 
capable of producing. But allowing all this, we 
are obliged to asl(, what bath deligbted us ? That 
which is the characteristic meed of the wanning 
horse. ! One irrational animal, goaded by whip 
and spurs, has run three or four miles in perhaps 
less tnan a moment's space of time, sooner than 
another ! Pojssibly a substantial gratification to 
his owner, and perhaps a few other interested in- 
dividuals, who may have won some hundreds, of 
pounds by the circumstance ; but consequently 
a source of mortification, disappointment, and 
regret, to those who have lost it. 

But again ; what great achievement hath been 
performed, to inspire in the breasts of the specta- 
tors any laudable desire of emulation ? Truly, 
none I For what man would for a moment ima- 
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; |[^e'biiiuielf in" the sitnatioii af a hor&e! biekowii- 
> (dr is' another matter. Many of equal rank, .or 
fortune, may .wish to possess siich an animal, and 
^ stch^e (to , acquire others whieh may at some fu- 
ture o|>portunity excel it ; but amongst the mfi- 
^ jority subb a wish is vain ; it i» no other than 
that of posseasin^ equal means of procuring 
one. ■ 

W« prooeeA now to the consideration of an 
afainsem^nt essentially different from Hor«e-ra- 
ding ; and perhaps the most popular in all ag^s 
•ofany uponrebofd — we need scarcely say we 
meaniHuntlag. In different countries, there are 
different objects of pursuit ; and various motives 
f6r pursuing them. In some countries they 
. hunt for subsistencci — in some for safety, — and 
in others for pleasure only. In the United 
Kingdom, the last is the only motive ; and gene- 
rally speaking, the objects are three— ->the stag, 
the fox, and the hare. Of these, the hare js 
the most general ; and therefore we will ma]^e 
that animal the more immediate object of our 
Consideration in the observations we will make 
respecting hunting. Hunting is equally esteemed 
as an exercise a^ well as an amusement, combi- 
ning two of the greatest earthly blessings, — 
health and pleasure; and we will not detract 
from the pleasure it affords, by stingily urging 
the consequences which may result from the pur- 
suit of it ; «ich as overheating, catching cold, 
breaking a limb^ or possibly a neckj &c. What 
spectacle can be more animated and alluring 
than a well-attended chase ? The «ght and mu- 
sic of the dogs, eagerly followed, directed, and 
encouraged by horse and footmen, form such an 
overpowering combination of incidents as super- 
sedes by its irresistible impulse almost every other 
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consideration ! The traveller and the labourer, 
the gentleman and the beggar, will all equally 
gaze on the enchanting scene, and often tempt- 
^ by its magic influence, deviate from their im- 
mediate avocation for the pleasure of witnessing 
it a few moments longer. But does the siglt 
instil into the breast of any generous and reflect- 
iQg man one praise-worthy sentiment, or furnish 
him* with any example of noble or manly emu- 
lation? Alas! no. We fear when duly con- 
i^idered, it is a striking proof of the frailty of 
man, and his deplorable proneness to be led 
away by sensual propensities. The fear of oae 
animal, and the/erociVy of others, are the sole 
cause of the pleasure he experiences. The 
hare, the most timid . of quadrupeds, aided by 
speed and. very circumscribed natural sagacity, 
endeavours to elude its^ pursuers, and preserve 
it^lf from a death the most terrific and horrible 
even a reasonable mind can possibly suggest. 
The dogs, guided by instinct and natural feroci- 
ty, and capable of enduring much greater fa- 
tiguei preserve the same tract, and mutually 
guide and encourage each other in the w:ork of 
destruction The Rttle animal, instructed by 
self-preservation, retraces, or traces over again, 
nearly the same ground^ and would often bailie 
its ferocfous pursuers ;— and what hinders it? 
Man, endowed with reason and reflection ! Man ! 
the boasted lord of the earth interposes ! For 
what motive ? To preserve the weak from the 
strong? No! Quite the contrary! To guide 
and impel the latter to the work of blood and 
murder ! Thus not only encouraging, but join- 
ing on terms of equality with dogs and hordes 
in the deed. But surely it is some powerful mo- 
tive which thus induces himto derogate from his 
F 
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natural dignity ? Some means of acquiring ho- 
nour, profit, — or benefitting the communitv at 
large ? No ! We are again reluctantly obliged 
to answer in the negative. No honour can be 
acquired either in the pursuit or the death of so 
weak and timid an animal, except that false no- 
tion of the term which arises from the circum- 
stance of tempting Providence more than h|« 
companioni^, by some dangerous leap» or othqr 
similar calise ; which even then he inust share 
with his horse : and between profit, — ^the desire 
of benefitting others,— and hnuting, we need 
scarcelv observe there is an insuperable bar. — 
Aided by man, the final resalt is generally as 
follows: — The poor helpless animal, quite ex- 
hausted with terror and fatigue, Is no longer ca- 
pable of active effort. It lays itself down in the 
vague expectation of concealment, and there 
awaits its fate ; or rises only te meet a death re- 
plete with terrors. A few terrific squeals nearly 
drowned by the exulting cries of its pursuers, 
announce the termination of its cruel fate. The 
note of triumph is sounded by its generous and 
pitying enemies, who congratulate each other on 
the sports of the day, and point out the respective 
merits of their meek and genile assistants, which 
are often distinguished by the names of Charmer, 
Lovely, Comely, ^c. ; and sometimes enlighten 
and edify each other, by seriously asserting that 
the hare hearkens with pleasure to the pursuit! 
and that the moment she is caught her terrors 
greatly subside ! We will subscribe that they 
are not long in doing so, a«.tbey will vanish with 
life ; — but we cannot say we ever heard any of 
those instructive, and very knowing gentlemen 
contend, that the dying shrieks of the wretched 
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aDimal, were notes of satisCetction and plea- 
sure ! 

Many lovers of the chase, we doubt not, will 
be ready to assert, that we colour the picture 
too strongly, and that no other person will view 
the subject in the manner we have represented it. 
We answer, we believe our arguments too true to 
be easily disproved ; and that the* subject hcis. 
been regarded in nearly a similar manner by 
one, whose capability of judging will not be dis- 
puted, when vfe name the yet unrivalled Poet of 
the Seasons, who in his Autumn, thus speaks of 
the subject: — 



-^'tls not joy U her* 



Tbtt tthAf cbearfbl baurterotis game of^kath s 
Tl^k life of picMoiek which tha restless yottth 
Awtke% imiiaUeati with the gleaming mora ; 
^¥beft beasts of prey recire» that all night long; 
Urg*d bj Boceasitj, bad rang*d the dark, 
As ifthrir eonsdous rafage shiin*d the light, 
Asham*d. Not so the sl^jr tyrant Man, 
Who with the thoughtless insolence of powvr 
Inflam'd, beyond the OMat infuriate wrath 
Of the wont oionater that e*er roamed the waste» 
JEEor q^QCt Alone pursues the cruel chase, . 
Amid the beamUigs of the gentle days. 
Upbraid, ye rarening tribes, our wanton rage^ 
For btti^ kindles you, and lawless want; 
But lAfish ftd, in Nature's bounty roll'd, 
To joy at anguish, and delight In blood, 
Is what your horrid bosoms neter knew. 

* Poor is the triumph o*er the tknidhare t 

• •••••• 

With every breese she hears the coming storm. 
But nearer, and nunre fteqnent, as it loads 
Tbb sighing gale, she sprii^s amasM, find all 
Tbesatage soul of game b up at onoe : 
The pack fuU.opening, various; the shrill bom 
Besounded from the UUs; the neighing steed, 
Wild for the chase ^ and the lould hunter's shout ; 
0*er a weak, harmless, flying creature, all 
If ix'd In mad tumuU^ mkI diioofdaat joy.'* 
f3 
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To dwell upon any comparison between • 
Wrestling, ^n amusement, exercise, and contest 
of men only ; and those wherein men are leagued 
with difi'erent animals, would be ridiculous ; for 
whatever attractions they possess, eventually re- 
cede when philosophically considered, as those 
peculiar to this country furnish no model from 
which any noble, manly, or laudable motive can 
be derived. The same observations which we have 
applied to hare hunting will preserve nearly th^ir 
full force with regard to coursing, or shooting. 
Fishing, of which some are remarkably fond, is a 
thing too solitary of itself to afford matter of com^ 
parison with Wrestling, which preserves its im- 
portance through every parallel of consideration. 
We shall therefore, after offering a few words 
on cockfighting, proceed to the next part of 
cur subject. 

Cockfighting, as a diversion, is under the same 
rcajtrictions as horseracing .'^requiring a large 
titake to render it legal. Notwithstanding this 
kind of monopoly, and the fate of a bill brought 
into the House of Commons to abolish it entirely, 
which was rejected by a lar^-ie majority, it is in 
the licences of all publicans, <&c. strictly pro- 
hibited, and stigmatized as a barbarous diver- 
sion. In defiance of this arbitrary distinction be- 
tween rich and poor, it is practised by the latter 
class all over the kingdom. It is perhaps the 
only diversion in which men are not the princi- 
pal actors, which has regular and professed ene- 
mies to encounter ; those who have no predilec- 
tion for hunting, shooting, Ac. content them- 
selves with abstaining from them, and never 
think~of censuring others for acting differently, 
— nay, many professedly attached to these sports, 
would feel indignant to be termed a cockfighter I 
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/' 
t'et howerer maeh a few of the snperior and 
middle elam may condemn the lower orders of 
people for practising it in this immediate neigh- 
bourhood, we cannot find that the characters of 
Lord Derby, and numerous noblemen and gen- 
tlemen who openly profess, and practise this 
diversion in a legal manner, were ever called in 
qn^tion for doing so. For our own part we 
have never been able to find any reason why 
they should ! and if none exist, it is surely a very 
invidious distinction that what is legal and harm- 
less in one man, should be so very heinous in 
another. The enemies of this diversion character- 
ise it as a cruel, barbarous, and wicked mode of 
gambling ; while those who profess it are at no 
loss to produce arguments in its support. — The 
Rev. George Crabbe, in his justly admired poem^ 
** The Parish Register," thus treats of it : — 

«« Set the poor bird th* inbunum cocker brtDgs» 
Arms his bard heel* and clips bis golden wings ; 
With spicy food th' impatient spirit feeds, 
And shoots and curses as the battle bleeds. 
Struck thro* the brain, depriT*d of botb bis eyes». 
The Yanquish'd bvd must combat till be dies $ 
Musi faintly peck at bis Tictorious foe, 
And reel and stagger at each leeble blow : 
When fiiirn, the sarage grasps his dabbled plumes^ 
Hb blood-8tain*d arms for other deaths assumes ;. 
And damns the Craren-fowl that tost his stake* 
And (m/jf bled and p^sh*d for bis sake I** -- 

For ourselves — 

** Who own we prise the jay sudi battle brings, 
. And loTC the whistling of the sborUtt'd^in^** 

And therefore cannot be supposed exactly to 
coincide with the Revei*end Gentleman in such 
sweeping conclusions ; yet we will admit that 
cases may possibly occur in which such a descrip- 
f3 
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lion may not be far from the truth. As tre be- 
fore professed, we have no wish, or intention, to 
add to, or detract from, the merits of anif diver- 
sion, fiirther than what we conceive to be a rea- 
sonable view of the question ; we will therefore 
concisely offer a few remarks on the different 
opinions respecting /his. As to the cruelty, or 
barbarity of the practice ; we are at a loss to 
conceive how such a charge can be urged coa- 
sistently by those who do not equally censure 
hunting, shooting, <&c. Surely no man in hfs 
senses, unless totally blinded by prejudice, can 
pretend to argue, that an equal combat between 
two birds which need no incitement but their 
mutual and natural animosity, can possibly be 
either cruel or barbarous, compared with league- 
ing, and combining with twenty, thirty, or forty 
ferocious animals, to worry a defenceless one ! ' 
Or to a man who uses artificial means to destroy, 
or deceive a bird or a fish, which would never 
willingly come, either in his way, or his sight ! 
And pursue the subject through every head it em- 
braces, either in respect to right, property, or 
any other parallel, and the comparison will in- 
variably be found in favor of cockfighting. 

As to the wickedness of the diversion, by which 
is meant the wicked conduct, or language, of 
those who witness the sport, we greatly wander 
at the ignorance and credulity of those who 
make the remark ! In all public places of meeting, 
be they markets, fairs, theatres, churches, meet- 
ings, lor any other place of resort whatever, there 
are generally found some of the most profligate 
Hud abandoned characters in the neighbour- 
hood. In all gentleman pits, or where any con- 
siderable sum is fought for, the utmost orderr and - 
regularity is |)reserved ; and any person using; 
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prolkne, or blackgaiird langaage would be f nrn- > 
ed oQt without ceremony. Even in thisk vicinity 9 
wfaere entrance money is required^ we have 
often witnessed very quiet meetings; and we 
hesitate not to^ say, have observed amongst the 
spectators, men, if not entirely Ck)rinihians ; yet 
if independent circumstances, knowledge, man-: 
ners, and general good character, entitle those ' 
who possess th^n to the appellation ofGenffe^ - 
meuj as much deserving of that estimable tbrm 
as any in the neighbourhood where they reside. 
It is true there ^re cockfights of a very^ «i^ 
different desor%ytion ; but sorely it is unfair to < 
stigmatize all those who are present, for the bad > 
conduct of a few, who are generally themselves . 
no cockfighters ; and if some of those who'are>-« 
be not so decorous in the phrases elicited from^t 
them during a battle as might be wished , without r 7^^. 
tenninjg it ^^unsophisticated nature,^^ (wfaieh i»(/f 
done by Boxiana) there are certidnly more ex*i 
coses for so doing, than those who censure them; ~ 
are willing to allow. Let it be recollected, it is. ^^ 
aU the diversion in *their power to enjoy. A>^ _ 
plebeian may keep a cock^ but can he keep a . ^> 
horse ? Is he allowed to shoot ? He may, when : 
it is the pleasure of a qualified man to sanction 
the sport by his presence, wtineas a hunt; bnt> 
can he be said to shiwe in it? And in every 
thing else that can be called an cunusement, there ^ ^ 
are equal obstacles. To share in any diversion, 
a man must feel himself as folly independent as> 
the rest of the company. Cockfighting is a di- 
version, in which the money sported, is sported 
as a matter of judgment ; consequently, widely 
different from cards, dice, or any wager of blind 
chance ; and never in sucH sums as are depend-, 
ing upon a pugilistic contest or horserace, and 
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thereforo^a tt&t eqiMilljr dtetorrmg' of the tend — 
giiiiiliiing;^ Surdijf iten Jbofro •*BMich r%itt so to 
uae.a blrd/exeliiiKhrety their own, «i othon hav^ 
to pu^ne and dos^poy those to whieh they eatt 
hard no pomble daln? ' What siAstitated the 
ndghty d^aretiod betfreen a eoldier and a oeck ? 
The mam though his faeUngs may revolt at the 
eestyiat he in ordered upon, has no atternatire ; 
he imst go without grnmbUng where he is eom^ 
mended ; haisard his own Ufe, and do his best to 
sIieA the bh>dd of his ieUow^inan when required : 
~44E>n the otiier hand, the natnre, and the feelings 
of the bird> hhpel it to the oombat ; and its chanee 
of life and rtaraneration are fully equal to the 
seUier's. In a oook* battle, the iroectators are 
opnvinoed that true coura^, and alacrity in 
seising every advantage that presents itself, are 
^ the sKurestiheanaof preserving life, and acqilirmg 
hdneor; and it may be an incentive to conduct 
jthemselves ih the same manner if caUed upon by 
"^ their country ;-'<-as we are not without examples 
in histdry, of cetebrated generals making sucbe 
--ctoibat, tfae.sebject of an oration to their soldiers, 
and pofaited outksa pattern of persevering cou* 
rage highly wcNrthy of imitation. 

It may likewise be observed that the bitterest 
enemies of this diversion are, in a great degree, 
ignorant of what they condemn in so unqualified 
a manner ; nay, would deem it an affrpnt to 
have it supposed that they had such a knowledge^ 
or actual experience of the subject, as every 
candid man ought to possess before he gives so 
decided an opinion respecting its merits. Thus 
were we to aric the Reverend author we have 
quoted, if he had ever fought a cock, or attended 
a regular meeting, we have little doubt, an in* 
d%na^t negative would be the reply ; it should 
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likewise be reiMi4ced' fais 4m^ftpi\on te a rbrf : 
Uftfair one ; H b not the deiK^ripilon of a batttey • 
but of a losing bird only ! and eren amonggt 
losers, H b very seldom indeed the owner t^* . 
attach any blame to his €N>ck ; on the contrary, ' 
he is always anxious to prerent its beings ov«r« . 
matched ; and its fame is so dear to him, that it * 
inust prove itself unworthy as a jf«iMe cock of tiie 
regard Ito has mani^ted for it; before he is wii*. . 
ling to hear of its faults. Possibly- a solitary irb* 
stance to the contrary might occur ; and we hope 
the Reverend' Gentleman alludes to s»ch a one, 
as the first Uoe we hare qootedntos thus, : > 

«* Ste tbt jMor fainl tb« liiftiMMa coelMr bliflgii ;'* 

We sincerely hope few oockevsror even men^ 
worthy the epithet HOwMKom ; and W^ dare a$^ , 
9eri few cocks meriting the appellation of **^ poor < 
birds'* are brought to try their couragst and { 
prowess in a pit, as tbe game cockis^ generally '^ 
stiled tbe wome9§^ila% feathered \f^ \ and it ia> < 
unf vetinUy known, he-is keptr--^ained r^-^nd aft* i 
tended upon, so as to bring him to tbe combat in- ^. 
the supposed most advei^^eous -situation to iat^-. 
sure victory, — bnt^no wonder even so edmhed 
and celebrated an author, sheald^ hsrre adopted 
so tame an expression, when it would l»e demned 
an affront to suppose he mndersiood'Vfhmi he^was 
vtriHnff,aboui. - . » ;^ 

But still in demite of all that caabe urged hi * 
fftvour of cociefigliting, (and«iany will thinfe we* ; 
have said quite enou^) it has m» elain whai« r 
ever to w4iat are tbe characteristioe of an mincMw i 
HMM/. Those even and placid fedfaigs wWoh . 
have a kind of oblivions effect ums tlM' senses, 
aud infose a kind of tranquil pleasure ia^> tha. 
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mhid ; can \mvB n» airindlatiMi to. the aetir^^ vi- 
olent, and bloody struggled witnessed in a cock- 
pit It cannot properly be (although it usually is) 
termed a €Uver$ion* To be diverted) <>r in a cer- 
tain degree, delighted, is a feeling very diflfereht 
from that eager expectation and anxiety of mind 
depicted in the coiintenances of the spectators. 
Itis then a «fKir#; or more properly, a way of 
sporting, or riiddng money according to an opin- 
ion ; and when it is considered that the issue 
implies the death of one of the tnrds which occa- 
sions the* sport, aod; often severe injury to the 
other, it is eertakily a cruel one. It . is idle to 
foppose such crowds would assemble to witness 
the mere aict of one bird killing another^ if there 
were no other inducement. It is certainly the 
gpod o|>iiiion every man entertains of his own 
judgment, which makea him eagerly embrace 
snefa occasions of exercidng it for his own sup- 
posed sd vantage; and we need not say how fal- 
iadbus s«ich x>pinions frequently prove. The 
i^ctators in pay^-pits are, in vmaj places, gene- 
rally bssMsrs, and^ consist of iall d^i^ftoiB of- 
such men as aro often witnessed in a large as- 
semblage ; the rich and poor; the old and young; 
the stroiig and £Beble ; and the active am crip- 
ple; mliy all witoess, and according to th^ 
mteM» be all equally intmrei^ed in it. The cou- 
rage of a eock may serve well enough: a» a- sub- 
ject of comparison for an harangue ; btit is it net 
degrading to man to sttp|>ose a bird can be a |Hro- 
per olge4}t fbr his imitation? He may be con- 
viae^tlULieoiiffage is a great meaBs of aoqui- 
ring victory ; but can tiie aigki of it in a bird 
infuse it iftio his own breast? In Wi«stl}ng« 
when youttg andaettve men oppose each other, 
tbrs^ is worthy of Men to look at> and may 
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well be snppofled to inspire tliat emulation which 
despises danger ; iuid wUle it instructs men to 
cope with men, gires them both power and 
confidence to do so effeotoaUy : hut how can 
it be supposed the mere 9ighiot any bird» or 
animal i^ateyer, can produce the same conse- 
quence 
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We are now arrived at a part of otir subject, 
which tlnragb the most important, and more im- 
mediate object of this Treatise, is nevertheless one 
fraught with difficulties — as we are well aware, 
it is not possible to lay down rules equally satis- 
factory to all. In such a case the course we will 
pursue is simply this ; — our reasons for every par- 
ticular rule shall immediately follow it ; thus the 
reader will have ample means to form his own 
opinion, and if it do not coincide with our own, 
we trust his candour will acquit us of intentional 
error. 

Rule 1st. — The umpire, writer, and crier, ap- 
pointed by a majority of those who give the 
Erize, or by the person to whom it i» entrusted, 
aving taken their stations within the ring, every 
wrestler shall come forward to the writer, enter 
his own name, and immediately retire to some 
allotted station, where he will be expected to be 
found when called upon. The writer prepared 
with paper ready lined and ruled, shall set the 
names down as they are given in ; while his assis- 
tants shall take care he is not confused by the 
wrestlers pressing upon him faster than he can 
write down their names. 

Observations on Rule 1st. — Respecting this 
rule few observations are necessary, as we think 
very few can object to any part of it. We will 
however, in those parts where it is possible there 
maybe some differenoe of opinion, methodically 
consider the reasons on which it is grounded. 

It will appear clear and evident to all^ that 
those who give the prize, if they do not themselves 
preside on the occasion, have certainly a right to 
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Mine those wh6 shall. A writer and crier may easi* 
ly befoitod) as the most imp<Mrtaiit part of their da» 
iy ifloaiie and attention; bnt very few are qnalihed 
i;o act as umpires* That station requires a com- 
•petent loiowkidge of wrestling ; — equanimity of 
temper ;—Hle<^ided judgment; — and strict im- 
partiality. We have alwitys obs^ved that oite 
umpire te prc^rable to imo or Ar^«:— it may he 
saidy that spectators on one side of the ring, d^ 
niA m^m,"^! tortaao^WUie «mie manner as those 
4>n aome dther. To oiis we ansrwer, if one um- 
pire tfa]|ik)a fell disptttable, and eren three, or 
ICMur more think otherwise, the fall must either be 
wrestled oyer ag;ain9 or it will oecasion far more 
difsenciDn than if one ringle deoisive' determi- 
nation had been given : and if the fall be sucb» 
that ot» competent umpire cannot determine it 
immediately 9 it cannot be a very fair one. 
* 'It is certainly much better for every man to 
•Bier hisovni naaie^ &mi.it required, hL plaoe of 
adbodiBrleat tb^[« shaold be n^ireof the same 
fiame. Every eoLpearieaoed person will often 
Imre observedvthaim peh lOniMien faaa beenoc^ 
easiotted by tlmsatee nane having been entered 
twice over. And ^wMmi a Wrestler's naow is ea« 
tered agaliisi Ida veal* #r povtended inoynatien» 
if he do tMifemcf his man, no contest takes 
place ; as he will obeerre, he knew nothing a* 
bout it, he did not thiak of wrestlings <&c. ; bv 
every man eiitering his own name, all such 
whiffling will be mvoided. If his nanie is then 
ealled, it is by Us own desire, and «ach excuses 
are done away at osee. 

It has alwajjrs keen found desirable, that the 

Wrestlers shomdbe in some place where tiiey 

ean oome forward immediately when their names 

aore caUed. On. this account, they are generally 

o 
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permitted to lie down ins|de th^ riog; whioh 
many of them are anxious to do, that they may- 
witness the sport, and notice the methods of 
those with whom they may have to contend: 
therefore if one side of the ring be allotted for 
this purpose, those who do not choose to avail 
themselves of it, will have no excuse for not 
coming forward ih time to answer to their 
names* 

Rule 2d.— All the names being entered, the 
writer shall mention the first and the last on the 
list to the crier, carefully placing at the same 
time the figure 1 before the names, to denote 
that they are the last called; and to instruct him 
to find, without danger of a mistake, the two 
next in turn. The crier shall go to that part of 
the ring iallotted to the Wrestlers, and repeat the 
said names loudly, and distinctly. The men 
shell immediately answer, and come forward ; 
which, if they shall neglect to do in such a time 
as the umpire shall deem reasonable, the de&utt- 
er shall lose the fall. On their meeting, leaving 
them to the umpire, the crier, furnished with the 
names next in turn, shall call upon the owners 
of them to get ready, while those . preceding 
them get hold and wrestle. On the termination 
of every fall, the umpire shall give in to the wri- 
ter the names of the winner and loser, which be 
shall write down opposite to each other, placing 
the figure 2 before the winner's name, which 
will always be the first written. The writer ta- 
king the names next to those marked, marking 
them in a similar manner^ and writing the names 
given in by the umpire, shall proceed till the 
whole are called. If there prove an odd name 
in the middle of the list, it shall be called to the 
first winner ; but if the odd man prove the con- 
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qn&terj his uamey though of cotirse wrote pppo- 
site to the man's he has thrown, shall retain 
the figure 1 to it, which will then become indi- 
cative of the falls he has won. The writer thu*' 
marking and calling the ^rst and last winning 
Barnes together in'every rounds which he must 
take care to distinguish ; and in like manner,' 
still writing the names of those who contend 
opflpsite to each other; it will appear the odd 
UMia has wrestled one fall fewer than those in 
the same list, as every other name will be mark-- 
ed'with the figure 2 ; and if he win the next fall, 
his ©ame advancing one every fall, will have the 2 

?erfixed to it, while the others on that list have 3, 
'hus his name being at the head of the list, he 
will meet the odd man in the previous round ; if * 
he win, he will still remain one behind upon the- 
next list; and if he los43» his conqueror exchan- ^ 
ges situations with him. By this method, when' 
few are left, the umpire wilt hdve it in his power 
to place them on ^n equal footing. Thus when^ 
three aire left, if thefir^ bag only thrown three 
men> and the other two four each, they may tos$y 
draw cutfii, or ticket, which is to wrestle him first } > 
but if all three have wrestled equal, they may in • 
like manner decide which two shall wrestle first. 

Observations on Rule 2d. — Respecting the' 
su1]gect of this Rule, as there have been various^ 
methods practised, there have, and probably 
will continue to be, Various opinions. After re- 
marking the defects of all others, we will make ! 
a few observations on the one we have substitu- 
ted in their place. For a long time it was the . 
pmctice to call the first and second, third and. 
fourth, fifth and sixth, and so on, together. The 
deficiency of this mode is obvious. Those wish» 
iog to wrestle did not like to follow each other, 
e2 
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into the ring, as h had the appearand (o^plpeine- 
ditated oppositioTi. Consequently^ the first time 
over 9 there was scarcely a fali wrestled ; and ^us 
every noted Wrestler had generally friends who 
contrived to go in so as to secure hkn the second, 
and sometimes the third round, the greatest part 
of the wrestling was a mere fkrce, and a fftrian- 
ger had by no means an equal chance. It then 
became the custom to call the first and last 
names together ; but as the names were not writ- 
ten over again, but the losing name merely 
scratched out, the writer frequently got wrong, 
particularly when an odd name occurred ; and 
if an, even number were preserved, as it was ge- 
nerally pretty well ascertained what it would be, 
many went in to save their friends, without 
any intention of wrestling. It was, however, 
considered much less ofc^ectionable than tbe 
other. 

When the Carlisle Wrestling commenced, Ae 
i«en matched themselves the first time over ; and 
then ihefir^i and laai were called together* This 
npetbod did not long prevail, as it was erfdentiy 
a bad ^Noe. It was obvious there were niany 
sham wrestles the first time over ; and both th^ 
names were not only to procure, but to compaire 
with the list, to see if they had regcdariy entered; 
which could not be done without looking fte 
whole carefully over, and consequently losing 
time. The present mode of ticketing them then 
became general. It is, witiiout doubt, evidently 
superior to any other now practised, but we con- 
ceive it liable to the following objections : — Ift 
the first place, it is far too complicated a mode 
to be accurate. The tickets if scattered about, 
or the wrong one torn, are nothing but a means 
of coufasion : and when four men are called into 
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ihe ring', tbere are no uBexoeptioaable means of 
cc^nyincuig them that all is as it should be. The 
Carlisle meetiag last year was a strong pgroof of 
tlMS ; nothing like an^ accurate list was to be had» 
Same^mameswerefocind bothin the winning, and 
losing column, the same round. ; and on wrest- 
ling over again, there were instances of thos^ 
entitled being objected.^ and . those not entitled 
winning two Mis. Secondly, it may happen, par-, 
ticularly where there are few competitors, that 
men coming from the same place, or who will 
not wrestle with each other, may be ticketed to- 
gether the first round. This of course prevent 
i^portt and ^ould if possible be avoided. Thirdiy^ 
in ticketing, those who have the direction of 
drawing, may keep back a ticket, or call any 
tyo togethier they think proper ; and when in- 
stonces where all the men are not satisfied ther^ 
are no means left of convincing them all is per^^ 
fectly fair. We do not think this right. All 
should be fair and open ; and even those who 
^ve the prize should not jpie allowed to use any 
sinister means of bringing ns^5,:togetlier. It may 
be said, " a powerful man is a coward if he be 
afraid of an equal opponent." This is nothing 
to the purpose* The prize is declared, and sup- 
posed to be, equally free for all; therefore, al- 
though the men may not be afraid of each other^ 
they have certainly a right to find fault if their 
names be purposely drawn together. It is by 
the attendance of well-known men that the 
greatest interest i^ excited,^ and their chance of 
gaining a prize should by no means be lessened^ 
which it evidently is in such cases ; for there^ 
n\ay be others equally as good, who are running 
the chance of falling in with an inferior^ while 
they are purposely called in against an equals 
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The snperloilty of the txiefiiod we bave TeeeHk^ 
mended over alt these cannot fletil to be evident to 
an impartial observer. While men vrho do not 
Wish to come together may prevent it by enter- 
ing their names immediately following each other 
at any time but in the exact centre ; they can 
have no possible guess who will be their oppo* 
lient. For as the low and h^h numbers, are 
called**together in the first round till they meet 
In the centre ; the centre names are consequently 
after that round thrown to the kist^ and wiU in 
the second round, meet a htffhi or a low num-^ 
ber indiscriminately, which will cause them to be^ 
scattered in the head of the list in the third rounds 
Thus supposing forty enter at first ; the numbers 
1, and 40, are called togethervand soon, till 80 
and 21 meet in the centre : then it is quite nn-^ 
certain whether the centre victor 19 or ^, wfll' 
meet the conquering number of 2 and 999 one 
of which must be the second victor in that 
round ; and so on progressively. By this means 
the principal objectiojisto the three first methods 
are at once obviated^lis is likewise one of the ob- 
jections we have made to ticketing c and if the 
umpire and writer are at all careful, no mistake 
can arise, as the writer will perceive at a 
single glance what names are next the marked 
ones which have been called ; and if any dispute 
arise, the list is still there to rectify it. There- 
fore, while this method preserves all the umcer* 
tainty of ticketing, the Ust will be ready for 
publication the moment the wrestling k over ; 
and on perusing it, every man may convince 
himself he has been fairly treated. As it is a very 
^eat chance a number dividing equal to the last» 
8uchas32, 64,-or 128, will be the exact number 
entered ; it is desirable it should be one doing so 



yGoogk 



tfit very few co«ipetii9rr ramtiii. Tlmfp M wfU 
leave three, and 80, five^ vfeo. In rack- ^MBfH 
the umpire havmg the power of ^quali^ing tli« 
chance, should Uien ticket , th^m, jus^ tli9 spmU 
number, and the men boviiig' becon^ fof^pfoii- 
6u8, would then prevent any <qAln|^oa ; aji4 
we wpuld recommend t;he umpire t0. mil H^m 
forward to witneise tbe|r own iiaipMev dr^upra* 
Whenever an odd nun^ber oooiurs) the prisef 
should not be definitively settled tiH t^j^^iast MU 
as the Wrestlers cannot be ou eqoal tenm^ Fof 
example ; last year a]t Carlisle^ £i^g^ GuinMn 
were tlie first prize, and Om Qulnea only f tlie set 
cond ; making ;Se9et» Guineas tlie distba^^tiom fw 
winning tlie last round- Now, Cass w^ won tb# 
first prize was wrestling his HafHk faSki and Ti)4d 
bis Bevienih. It does not seem reasonable thwer 
fore, that Cass should have been entitled to the 
«Lme sum for throwing 9Uf men, as Todd who iMkd 
already thrown six men, and wa^bMardins A 
sevenA contest. Sncb cases wUl we hope in 
future receive proper cpnsideratiQii. 

Finally, it may be necessary to remairk> th^t 
after the first round, the nnmbersy except tt^ 
marks 1, S* 3, 4, 6^ 6, indicative of the^rotind^ 
end falls the names before them have woo, may 
be laid aside ; th^r principal vm bei^g to asceiTr 
tain the number entered, which asitoeeepieii^Ut*> 
tie time, and may be dinie befbrC'^handf is well 
worth the trouble* > 

Rule 3d. — ^When two men oannot soon a^ee 
ifk taking hold» the umpire shall irfeee thei» ftt 
such a distance as ttie size of Ae men* mc^ 
render proper for ulterior proceeding, m 
shall then camn^ them to souare their sbeitldeii> 
and the higher part of iimr breasts against 
eaeb other, in such manner that the right %nd 
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left shoulder blades of both are perfectly level, 
and the arms stretched out so that the hands 
are in i^ line with the pap of the breast. He 
6hMr th^n direct one of them to take hold 
n^thtynt shrinking his right breast and shoul- 
der underneath his opponent's ; and so as to pre- 
mtve a pterfect equality in the use of the right 
arM:— ^when this is the ease, making proper al- 
lowatice for contracting the arms by grasp- 
ing the back of his opponent, the hold will be 
something below the level of the paps. If the 
Qmpire !s satisfied the hold is fair, he shall cause 
the other to take hold likewise, without shrinking, 
€Mf swerving to either side ; which being done, he 
shall immediately give the word. If the umpire 
perceives that either party is striving for an ad- 
vantage, or will not take hold, he shall decide 
the fallagainst him ; and if neither party will im- 
plicitly obey his directions, he shall cross them 
feoth out without further loss of time; 

Oliservationson Rule 3d. —This Rule embraces 
tiiie disagreeable, and grand cause of contention 
in wrestling ; and it is impossible to word, or 
limit it so, as to please every Wrestler. It is by 
far the most desirable for men to agree them- - 
selves; as it is a very difficult matter for any but 
an experienced Wrestler, and not easy for him, 
to decide between them ; but if they will not a- 
gree, and infringe upon, or tire out the patience 
of the spectators, or those who give the prize for 
general amusement, some method of decision be- 
JOOmeS' absolutely necessary. The method we 
have laid down seems well adapted for placing 
the tight, and slack-hold Wrestlers, on an equal 
footing. It is such a one as the tight-hold 
' WpfeBtler may gather with, or strike from ; and 
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at ibe samb time ^n^ wtioh doeii not teMr iSi^ 
idack-tiold Wrestler from QMng htsewii peooliar 
mode. 

There is nothing more galling to a Wi^^slkff^ 
than aq ignorant umpire potting tiiie faanidfei t»& 
gether, and ass^tfng a man mayge^ liel4y wlven 
perhaps the other has his right shimlder agaifewl 
his breast, and his right arm ^oed to his sid^ 
close to the elbow. It is well Ictfown 4f> 0vBty 
Wrestler, that a i^ngle inch, either in the arm, 
or breast, when the men are nearly eqnal, will 
almost invariably decide the contest. We hay* 
not mentioned any particular time to allow 
men to take hold in, as cfroamstanv^ 9aighi a* 
rise to render a limited time iir|tHUcia»s^ and til* 
umpire intrttsted with full poirer, ought to be a 
competent judge of the matt^. Many t&tf Mt 
Wrestlers nkiy wfeh to feel each others t6»* 
noeurres and regulate their aotfons aeeordiffgly^ 
before they take hold. We Mritfk #noh a pro<>» 
ceeding, when ih» particM^ ai« Iktdt llottg^ 0irer lt> 
perfecUy fair, and by na means delitei^ng from 
the satisfaction of the judioiotts spectator. 

Rule 4th. — If tlm man who takes 4he latter 
hold, makes play at i(lie same time, and elthef 
throws his opponejeit imme^ately^ or obtains 
such an advantage by it as^^ the jndgilient ^ 
the um]^re occasions the nlllmate terminaftion of 
the fell ; or if the first taker hold, st^il^ |ye£9l% ft 
aan be clearly ascertaitled the other has hold, and 
obtains a similar advantage by doing so, the tsU 
shall be wrestled over again ; and if tl^ saM^ 
conduct be repeated, the offender diall lose th(^ 
flill. It shall likewise be allowed folr t&r either 
party to quit their hold, if their oppoMnt 0tf1kiMh 
or makes play, in the above improper maniher. 
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'Rule' sub, — If either party when endearonring* 
io take hold, shall thcow, or attempt to throw 
his opponent down, when he is conscious they 
hate not both hold, the fall shall i&stantly be de- 
cided in ftivour of the injured party. t 

Observations on R^es 4th and 5th. — Neither 
of these Rules requine many observations. The 
fourth is to prevent snapping, or one party gftin- 
in^ a decided advantage by improper means. 
The punishment, while It seems adequate to the 
offence, is not over much so. The justice and 
necessity of the fifth is obvious for the preserva- 
tion of peaoe and good order. ' If such an act be 
done in a passion, the offence richly merits the 
pCNiisbment. If not^ any attempt to excite the 
laughter of a few partial, and unthinking spec- 
ti^ors, at the expense of any Wrestlter, must be 
oaosidered not only au insult to him, but to every 
iwtpajp^l obs^ver. It must be evident to allf 
that any persoB entering the rkig, although it is 
his own inclination that prompts htm to it, is 
one of the o6nrt»butors to that amusement they 
are assembled to witness for their owu gratifi- 
eation,«nd cannot possibly be a proper object of 
ridioiUe ; therefore any other person attempting 
toiaake him one, shpuld justly be debarred from 
doin^T ^ A second time. 

Rule 6th. — If, when wrestling, the men get 
dis^iigl^ed by their hands, slipping over each 
0ther$ bead, and they remain opposite each 
qtber on terms of perfect equality, it shall be ia 
the option of either party to leave go, and take 
hold again, as at their first meeting ; but if one of 
the parties only lo/se his grasp, it shall be deemed. 
ptiH^tly fidr for the other to continue the- 
wrestl^ till he does so likewise, or the fall termi^ 
nates. If both the parties during a struggle be«< 
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come disengaged, if one throw Hie other before 
they remain stationary or fronting each other, it 
shall be deemed a fair fall. 

Observations on Rale 6th.— -We do not antici- 
pate any objections to this Rmle, as the determi- 
nations it contains are precisely the same as have 
uniformly governed the cases they allude to :-^ 
a convincing proof of their equity. The'rul# 
embraces the only three situati^is whieh'Oan pos- 
sibly occur from the' parUcular eireumstance it 
treats of. In the first case,lt has been usual Icyr 
the men to consult each other, and both teavego 
at the same time, lest he that first quitted, should' 
forfeit the fall by doing s<f : should the Wrei$tler9 
themselves agree to continue the conteiit, provi*^ 
ded they do not stand lon^, the eqpeetatorsr h«kve^ 
no reason to complain ; but .we never wiUiessed' 
a case wherein either party objecitod to a fresh 
hold.- The reason of ^e second is too obviour 
to dwell upon. It would oceasion endless dis-' 
putes if a man were entitled to anotfcier hold by^ 
. slipping liis own arms over has adveiwaryNs hedd 
whenever he was likely to get the worst of -ift^" 
and if such a circumstance be occasioned by ex*^ 
ertion in making play, it is perfectly rigfit^be* 
should abide the consequences of his> own act. 
As for the third case, it can be lM|t<moffieiitary ; 
,for if the action which inu»ediaiely follows 4b^' 
act of disengagement 1)e not decisive, the men 
will iostanily ]^ in a «tate o^ perfect equality. 

Rule 7th.^- After the men have both taken 
hold, if either of them quits it, either in endea- 
vouring to save himself, by accident, or by at-» 
tempting.to throw his adversary, he shall lose the 
fail, provided his adversa*ry retains his ow* 
bold, and does not go down by that effort, or 
manoeuvre, which is tl^e immediate occasion, or 
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Q^^eet^tifc^Ui^ 1*^ MA ; fx^t if hi* Bdwtmcff 
tbo^gh retainmg bif^ bpld? goe» to the grooi^ 
without recovering hh^eelff if it be not ioaiaedf* 
ately» yetift 6110I1 amamier as is obviooslythe 
cofiseqHeBO^ cesultiiig from such manmuvre) ha 
^Mk win the &il. If t^e effort oecasloB^ both 
parties' to lose tbf ir hold, imd both or neither g^ 
4<mii9 Its shiiU be deemed ^ wr^slle over again* . 
. QpsmrA^^m :<m llote 7thr-^S«ch of oair r^ad-* 
ers^afh lure :i^t:#H aoqiwiited^ with the^ aut^jeot 
Mi^iiot hik to petcetve bow tenacious we are m 
adhering to w^e detevmittations which ham 
hitherto be^ ooasidered i0<ime^ Yet aitliaQgli 
thiic.'is^.the'Clueie* we .most remind them* ilml 
hftjirivif neref ia|P|MBared before in any tangible 
abi^9 the jreeidd> only be ri^;arded as matters of 
itptnion^n^ ; tint by the pnUioation of this Treat 
ttoe, they mom when noticed aa standard regular 
Uf^mn beoeme pikiper authpiity ibo decide by. , Th# 
pr«seat Aole. treats of a. sidgecrt which has -afi#ii 
Qcoasiooed a difference of epinJon^eiNiQng^ noted 
Wr^tlers, and therefore it is our. duty briefigr to 
l|t«te'th^^0easoM wbieh lm«e always influenced 
onr deeisioil respeeting it A^ ler the £rsl pact 
of it»]^ ^. any man's quitting his bold to pfevent 
bis going do^n^ no shadow of doubt i^eq^ting 
ijto jurtiee can pos^HUy arise. Xhe second, name* 
fyi qcuiting by aoieide»t, admiito e<f noalternatiFC, 
Uia true there may bo frequent instances iof the ' 
hands slipping asuiHler without any cbvipus rea*' 
aon, and the party closing them asain without 
any 'manifest adyantaga ; yet if sucn an act was 
not unifon^y regarded as decisive of the fall, 
there would benoisnd to the disputes it might 
occasion: this is so universally acknowledged, 
tfaatiwhenever it has been ascertained the hands 
were clean of each other,, it bas always been, re- 
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.aueeeftd, genienrally places the asaailaut in a di^ 
-ftArantagemis sitinlii^ ; and therefore> if tie Io«e 
liis.hokLBt^the «ame t^ae^ it is certaiaJy ju^t be 
HdMmId J#80 tbefeU: Imiif tiM bold be <]uiUedH^ 
raaauKJittMry totfae attai;k> whicb, ifsobptifie^Uy 
id»fie» l»alteD dfocibit ; theret appears to be u^ 
-tiNeU ^rouidad: reason^ ^by sucb uattQ4 efifcjti't^ 
KwliidbTeqittfe addittonal dextef ity>> if th^y sue- 
fwe4.':in <orpiiig the de£Biidaiit to go.dowa ^ithr 
iout ahy^ fiitore display of.iiQtioa« sbpuld aoi b^ 
:^eiaive.i As ta tbe aet of r^aiiuDg the tH>l<l, if 
fft. man jffiae9 4Jhwni, it isteridentit oa«M not-avaijl 
'lilm ini' a»y situatioD* aad therefore shouhl iH>t> 
-bat if (he id&e9 uo^he l]aa»QfttBaiitted>Qp a^Qt o^' 
.fmffieOtme^&nd etmumi be liable to any t^emM^ ^ 
iW^-jMl^Fensaf y Aew^dose €»> by quMmf bw, hold* 
iMia iberefare JBi5lly/ofQfoa# the M :-^^i»d jiaaV 
•tyf^l^hoih'h^WiqwiUadt tbey can b€^.oCm2iidered 
tRO etberwfae thhniCNi.e^aiai tenn$t and ftUerefor? 
^mdstwFiistkfcVT^ again. v / . - • 

"> Rule-Stlik^f^If bQ{tb the men.ga dtxwAtii rlicb ft 
-nwDtibr that'tt eaodMit b« dlearlyaMdid^dsbootly 
ti^saMtaioed- whicit of* theaiMiQii«>fiffieitr^oil.*tbe 
: 9r»fiiid,' it tilall he deemed a wfe;^le o.Ter^ ar as 
-i0;pTD¥iiiGiaUy termed a dagfMi ^ib^ itm deci$fo|i 
oAall be gi^en withoniany regsardit^theraircivi^- 

stanoeof iaalrinfplarr;. A maaiV k sees ot bandit, 
^^i eitber of tbemb toDefaiii^ theigtciimdi ^hall be 
/icoD^dei^ oontdushie of fai» beiag d^wp m all 
r cases, exoe|>t be is iakly ^orerin^ bis laan, and 

it is 6doask>iied by ibe desire of aadkang tl^ fall 
-easier to: himself or hfaiaAtagotwt ;c vvben mieh is 

the .manifest i&teBttoii) it shall oOt ioierfere Wit^ 
'^ bis dUim to the fail. : .; : / ^ ; 
r : Oh^r^atiom; on! Rold £tk-<^Jii^'eev an^ iWNr- 

{da)^ Iwtween jaftao andHuaOy^ £^e»td be tka iuva- 
H 
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rMAe moUa of ^^ry ' Eii9lj)ibtea&4 ited iw^ mm 
'With truth say 9 that in regard to tfapie Amies, mt 
leafit, it has cmlformiy beea oars. In-many ^pfab. 
oes where loose holds are practised^ no £all ^ 
considered fair> bat when one party only goes 
to the ground, and not even then^ exciaptfae is 
thrown upon bi» back. In close Wxestliogvsacli 
ft regulation ' would be endless;. ami it-baajBii- 
ways been the custom^ merely to decide wbohafl 
Ibe best of it. In this view of the question^ :ihe 
man who first tonohes the ground (unless it i^ in 
«ueh a case as wie have excepted), may be saidi.ie 
be first foiled. As w*elook upon Wresdtng tabe 
the most cbivalriC) and manly exercise since tbe 
abolition of tournaments, we .think a trifling ^4- 
vantage, if it clcwly.be onciiis quite JsufficffNit- 
'So extremely tenacious w^ere. oar .ancestors .in 
-this respect, tbatJn tournameiits> ifaKiMghtlmrt 
one of bis stirrups in the encopnier, it jvas cqii- 
jBldered he did not part from Ills adv^rsaiT' \0D 
equal terms, and therefore . he> was deemed .«sf 
much worsted^ b& if he bad been unhorsed alto-^ 
getber; and were it not so when a tisible ad-* 
yantage is obtained, it would be impoeriUe to 
4^ne where tber distinotion should bedrawm; 
but, if the matter be dubious, it is clearly a wje^ 
tie over. A man may, sometimes, certainly fpo 
4own upon one band, or knee, and fn thatattua-. 
tion, bring his opponent down under ibim ; bot 
' such a circumstance ought not to infiueiioa « 
decision; lior, unless it hapj>en by aecndent, 
should it be allow^d^ as n^ny fitUs wodld then 
become a ^mere socrffle, and quite unworthy Eng- 
lishmen either io look at or pra^rtice. 

Rule 9th. — When the men are caUed into the 

ring, no agreement shall be- allowed to. take 

-^ace batween them nelatlve to lone of ^bc^n 
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yieldlng^the fall, without the sanction of the um- 
pire; but if they wrestle fairly, they shall have 
liberty to divide what the conqueror shall win, 
as they think proper. 

Rule 10th. — If it is apparent that there is a 
private agreement between two Wrestlers, and 
that the contest is not a fair one, the umpire, if 
it appears to him that the stander has promised 
any remuneration to the other for lyin^ down, 
may call him against the odd man ; but if there 
be no odd man, or if there be two standers only, 
the umpire may regulate the distribution of the 
prize as he deems proper, or, in other words, so 
as to prevent any set of men mukinii^ a mere pro- 
perty of the sum given to contend for. 

Observations on Rules 9th and lOth. — We have 
chosen to class the observations on those two 
final Rules together, as any remarks upon one, 
will naturally have some allusion to the other. » 
We are well aware, though we have no doubt of 
convincing any impartial man of their propriety, 
that many Wrestlers will consider them as un-,. 
just; and even observe that we ourselves have 
frequently violated them. We acknowledge the 
latter charge to be correct. Yet that circum- 
stance does not by any means prevent us from 
judging of their propriety ; on the contrary, it 
enables us to be certain that such proceedings 
prevent contests, and occasion much dissatis- 
faction amongst the spectators ; but we defy any 
person to prove, that during the many years we 
w^restled for renown, we were ever either con- 
cerned in a sham Wrestle, or laid down to any ^ 
acknowledged Wrestler whatever. No ! victory 
was our motto ! and if it had been equally so 
with our opponent, a contest would have been 
inevitable. As to the justice of every part of 
H 2 
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ftcse' Rules, we 3are confidently app^'att^' ttbJT 
distingiiiahed Wrestler who has retired from th^ ' 
ring: with honoar " bravely and hardly Wdii ;** * 
although perhaps there is no such person btit 
\(^at has frequently violated them. Every pt\%e 
however small, is giv^n with the'sam^ ititen^»! 
as the sums subscribed at Keswick and Cdilfslej- 
that is, to assemble numbers togc^h^r^ hnd ^ntjer-^ 
tain them when Assembled ; therefore What* far 
Considered pei-fectly fair at those plabes^^ '««t1iA<^* 
be considered unfair when coraparHf^el^^)sr§!Aiill* 
shms are contended for. ' Let tls^ thferefbrte 'hi^^ 
the gentlemen who safoscfibe, or the Imptt^^i* 
spectators for whose amusement sttch' simii kH^ 
subscribed, if they think it right that thos^ wko^ 
hlive (iome i& contetid for the priase shoitilA fee . 
otie ahother off, or by a sham Wr^itte eWrtflrf'^^ 
their friends to swindle the spectatcft'is ? ''Whw&il* 
the Carlisle Wrestling Was disconti&«^; Wvfk¥' 
owing to a private agreement betwe€*il thtf. two** 
last standers refusing to wrestle. ' '' Mf. 9ek}tmtk 
consequently refiis^ to giv^th^m the md«i4f{l' 
So far we think he was perfectly ¥lglit,* b«t 5##* ■ 
db ndt think he wa^ altog&ttler ^6 in wltHhellilflir 
the second prizes from tftos^'who hadlMtetfdfMr * 
faSrly for Ae firist, and Wei^wifMn^lo d^'^ M* 
the second. We know" therfe were *ome wiRlffeMr '. 
travelled §fty miles to wrestle, attd migttt itetf*' 
sonably h^ve expected to have eh^ii^ M'^ttW 
second prize. We will in aMtlMfr ttlld Mfittii» . 

E roper plade, prove that the wfsU^ of 'brftwy 
ad been before practised thefre;' aiid thM^ft - 
might be disapprove of, wasyet partty ^lo^^Ml'O 
as no money was wfthheld"* andif we ti^^ttMr 
from the second prize Isfait year, the'syiS<»n*«ifi«B** 
ont some elFecttlal ch^Ck^ is4>ecMrt«^ imortft ailit / 
tartow^thiU^evt9r.- Wfajatwftltbc^ft^t? WMgiMfe 
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y^m worn* Wma^Mi two folbl and Graham 
wko^ cajne y^U om only ! and the spectators 
wercs a» the warm-hearted natives of the land of 
pota^^ wouhl term itf humbugged for some mi- 
DLliill^ wUha sham Wrestle between them. — Bat 
l<^.ii^:rQtiim to a methodioal review of the Rules 
ia<l|lie9tiOQ« . . 

iJ^f^r,.tbe finst part of the ninth Rule, those 

q»«otiltorA l^t Are well acquainted with wrest- 

liotpi iMeHli^»#t be told^ th^ when the men called 

u|pl>««^^te|pQth0r4 aajd w||isper each other be- 

fpra^fae^ipsfi^y^ thovMclves for a contest, there 

it jMOrfiifi^ty^ resp?ctip»g the result of it; for i^ 

thbtir ^ha^> theft b^pf^n to be in earnest, the 

fl|HKItci|b»rsrfare never> satisfied that theya!reso» 

Ifail ^tilmitmpure beipri^^f to tl^eir conversation, 

ifcvi^iYftQT.diffef^qt m/fttter, ai It then becomes 

I^-diityitOidebar them frqpa imposing upon the 

it|MNQitlitMaby a fsim^ Wrestle.; and if no contest 

tltk^^-plfa^^, b^Jsth^Q^lvUly aware what is the 

l)ia)i»n ef;itr.and w|iej^ef any bl^une can be im- 

ig^irimA to theirtiind^:,ft>r if one party will not 

ifSta^i he oetr taMdlf canoiot be forced to it ; and 

ittrtbst.cfoe, . as tl^ stfi^er has committed no 

iuoiir.b^;^ Knlly entitled to the fall. For if a 

dkliftgnisbod Imm^o &11 in agi^iost an inf^ior op^* 

y a » M fe w^is £ftUy aware that he has no chanqe 

o£fliMQe0«i^ And the^fore will not try, it is by no 

MN0MI reasonable the stander shouI4 hazard a 

atooHdj^Qoe in that round. The umpire ought 

U ft i t u jniyraoe<M|Pt to ^nlTer those who eventual- 

iQC^^ieiM^) to malce a direct proposition tq the 

•tfaelr^to^jiagr down J bvit instances may occur in 

w^Moik he BOay ip^^ome degree be implicated, and 

ttoimniMslJQn may recQiy^.the sanction of tlie 

aaqplre ; for eMmpler a man may get a sprain, or 

t^MJfmf, in^he ,pre^di|ig. round^ which 
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may fncapacitaie h!wfh)m Imttteiifaftfef Mft¥€^^0lfiJf"' 
ertion ; and a proposal cfbmila'g' from kim,'mii5'' 
be agreed to by the other, in case be i^ould win 
a prize, without any reasonable exeeption twla^ 
made to It. Or ft may sometime hap^^en, ft ntaft 
may win two or three ^ood ffkHii^ and th«m't(i#*sir 
niuch over-matched in size and streiigA, Ibat 
eVen a majority of the spectaton^ w^oldtrattMi 
wish him to receive an aeknowl^dgmentv'baw^ 
fiver small, than see him risk a ftill 'viHth'^E^' iWi«^^ 
equal an opponent. Fdr iniMn^e, ItM y^^f^mt' 
Carlisle, it we mistake n^, Wftt«rs^il yowag- 
man not more than eighteen or nfnetlieti^J^i^mf 
age, and about eleven slsone in welgMj ^ftM^- 
wrestiing uncommonly wdB,^ fell ■ ** • mj^iMl 
Wefghtman ! We are ^t^lkr from tMnklngf^the 
spectators could fall ve derHred tfny frdftffieatkn- 
from'withessing so unequal a dim test, ^ that ^i«»' 
believe a great majority of tftotf^ aoquldlitlMl 
with the cireuiiistaBce, w^remnehlietter^teMed- 
Waters did not attempt to wre^ttehhii; aild4f 
Weigh tman had agreed to give bhit any^ ilfio^ 
for not wrestling him, so kt ftcfm beteg offeMai^ 
the spectators would have deemM it ao MaMii^' 
able and manly act. Respeetfugtbe latter |>aH^f 
the ninth Rule, no agreement ab^Mtther ^MtIiImi* 
of a prize between two Wresfliers, prirrfded tlwy? 
both do their best, can possibly affadt'tba ifpMfUL^ 
tors; and therefore they undoilbledly Cftkgkt^'im 
liave fnil liberty to modulate tt 'aa ibcpyt^ttek* 
most desirabFe and advantageous tO tl|«iiMi*«Baaj 
As the nintli Rule specifies that nd^arir gt ii i i t af 
?ha>l he permitted without the saiictHNi of**tlie 
umpire, tiie tentir proceeds to stat^ tAtefifiaflril 
an airreement be made, tiie offefidariAaH ba^N^^ 
jected to such an award, as tb^HttiyiMF' tmfcor 
ouglit to be perfectly aequaii||i^*^>wftfe4lMNdaA 
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fence, and therefore a competent judge of tb^, 
matter) shall deem most eligible, or equitable.- 
This is a most important desideratum in these 
Rules ; as the circumstance of two Wrestlers en- 
tering into an agreement between themselves 
without any visible cause, though it has often 
been deprecated, both by those who gave the 
prize, and the spectators in general, yet except 
in a very few instances, no punishment has been 
awarded for it, (notwithstanding it has always 
been considered very unfair) for which reason 
the Wrestlers conceive they have a right to act 
just as they think proper. One bad precedent 
establishes another, and therefore no palpable 
deviation from what is just and reasonable ought 
to be allowed. A notice of any intended meet- 
ing, always particularizes what is the object of 
it. Thus in Wrestling, it is always mentioned 
that such a prize will be given to wrestle for. 
' Provided the sum be given, no matter whether it 
be by one particular person or by a number, the 
object is always the same, — namely — to bring a 
number of people together, from whose attend- 
ance some advantage, — emolument,^ — or conse- 
quence is expected to be ultimately derived. 
Such an assemblage have an undoubted right to 
witness what was the object of their attendance ; 
therefore any proceeding tending to deprive 
them of that right, is an infringement upon the 
original notice of that meeting. Now can any 
person be stupid enough to argue, that when 
the greatest expectation is excited by the meet- 
ing of two good Wrestlers, it should be balked by 
an agreement to divide the prize without a con- 
test ! Such an agreement, while it thwarts the 
very object of the meeting, adds nothing, but 
rather detract;*^ from the reputation of the men 
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wkMk' PMAMiitti -either^ thMi to beeaiB0 % 
lAmtlim itis it«l><te b#taii9Mred by tBom^tom^ 
ri«if «rai7fdLi&wli)ehtb0r«i9.daafer ofeomuang 

0km'h&>moib0mmm*i Onithe either baad> tb«ri»-' 
cidib#iiO' honour loftwheft aman does Wbci^;i 
iiM«ira^reedieolvWuHrt<onomffiekttt moliiTOt. 
dtf l i iri y iiaptiei'flo gie thip g owwMfdty. Ifw^Ofm]^ 
Iwr tlw obfafet of .a mmaifm •nAtrteg tke^rin^^ ii ttm: 
d<fer « fmft, to obtain a gjfeuim" parW w tha< 
wbole, ttklNit Muondde Im^faoskl cairB-it:4ind^ 
#lMi tharelsaoodd nuurio doMA iuiiinenoeao* 
ry iaoifirey Bipowaii enghito ex]8i6ianewJ^a,\t0- 
inntNite tlw^telsiiMMw^a aaa- wfcoto an lar— t 
teadirlitai'ta'4iBappointtlHMe4iFli0 gMwAlm paia^ 
Md'thb many i9Miiho8e4anomn«B[tHii?a»giv«»;. 
iwA^nali powwr can no wbare be ve^d-ao Judt^. 
fllomiri^wiwilll tfaeiun|Mre^ 

■ ' • . '■j • M' ' * 

* Havtngwow metbodioaUy. laid dovm -Bolaft 
wUoh enri^raoe awry hwidaoft thai can arisa fmtm 
tha niCTAi^^ret <enlerh^g tbe rmmf tiiLUt^'pmMr 
ir<«9<my t0e«hail notllia^ourroadm wktk umo^, 

Mtii#e period' e<tfaiBWark^ aiHna «Uii«OB«waU 
bamade ^o: nearly attvf tbara. . Aiptmem^wm 
idiall only observe, that any deriaAioo xm bom 
nidde froni^efefcei faiblM i i w id ciisifBOd faeara sane* 
What lisrder npon the* W^esilen, and thefefote 
May b^ eappoeed mere ^lendnoiae k> the y ntf tfi w 
edition '(^ tiie epeetateort, attd»*«one^tttallyt^to 

{from<^te<ithe olgeotflir^arhiefe piiaae aaa.giv«ft4 
t \^ maailbit to tinspewboiwidai aretti to the eaaBt 
^6fHe,that if thetdMdiav^flyaten poMail'to aiqt 
^eat eatenti H ^wMl ewntwdly aeoaiiei^4li^-eiia» 
fMMOtt^ #f fitl*r iMB^ te wasila:JM ;idff 
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itfgelh^f ; tberefoiie we ^ff^Hkeeiw- it Mtbe^iAirail 
Vetter to eheck'the evil in its inflm^, teal it de^ 
stroy the celebrity of the amoaement it was meairil 
to promote. • . . ^ 

• W« shall now for the better inibrmaMNMn «f 
those spectators, not oonv^rsa&i eitlMT in thit 
practice, or theory, of wrestling-, as well as 
of those who wish to become so, devote a few 
pages to the explanation of those terms usually 
applied to the methods which are used in the 
art, or to speak more intelligibly to eur less 
knowing readers, the different methods of stri- 
king, or assailing an opponent, so as to effect the 
desired object of brinrjing him dowHj generally 
termed throwinff him by the spectators, but by 
some hardy and unrefined practise rs of the exer- 
cise, broadly, and we must own, rather brutality 
called felling him. These methods are much 
more various and complicated in close-hold 
wrestling than iu any other mode ; which diver- 
sity we conceive to be a strong proof of the 
superiority of this exercise to any other, whieh* 
indeed is evinced by the great interest it never, 
has failed to excite ; — a diversity which must bei 
regarded as characteristic of something noble 
and manly, as it can be occasioned only by a coo-i 
test of men. The most general and usual me- 
thods are those which follow : — 

• Throwing men by lifting them from off the< 
ground, and rapidly placing one of the knees- 
between their thighs, is now become very com- 
mon all over Cumberland and Westmorland. It 
was however very little known between th% 
rivers Derwent and Duddon till within these last 
twenty years. It is generally called hipeingy we 
eonceive from the supposed great use of the hip 
in the execution of it. There is however too es.- 
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iimtMift^'dtffi^iieeriff tiler modes ofpractisliig Hi 
ftfif' iny 'geisefhl agreerment in the propriety of 
lh»^ term. An explanation of one or two of these 
modes may serve to elucidate the point» — give 
)be reader sbnieldea isrib th^ propriety of the 
'tetin,<--awl miable him to adcertahi the aecuraeji^ 
•f dorilefliiitton of it. 

When immediately on liftinis^, the knee and 
thi^h are thrown in, and forced upwards so, that 
quickly wheeling the whole frame to the con- 
trary side, the assailant is enabled when turning 
his man with his arms, and deliverini^ him from 
his breast, to pitch him with his hip, (which will 
then be close against the lower part of his op- 
ponent's belly) in such a manner, that not being 
able to catch the ground with either foot, he is 
thrown upon his back ; an operation which re- 
quires a close hold, and great rapidity in the 
execution of it; we conceive it may with proprie- 
ty, be provincially called hipeing, Thomas 
Richardson, of Hesket, commonly called the 
rfyer, is allowed to be one, if not the very best 
biper among the present list of CumbrianfWrest- 



tlMi UI»«fpdMiit^40><nni^d*by tUei action* df^ 1^ 
loMe, against tbe-hiiidiBi>f hiir'tlii|^, %vA thir 
ii|litillteefm8i«lter4bfthcf a^mslandtbreaid^'asHfas 
gFMMMtUf iprtcltoedTby^^be T^eM^trntedr^Wfltlftftr 
WlliDiK^ ^AnOilMMmy^ym cwluMfvv' tila<pw{tor< 



yGoogk 



not require the :iiieit being w(h9iiHi^Mh/&Bi^tmtb0f 
am hipeing. This joneibod* Is now. b^d^me/Ttff 
common^ and if tfae-term striking, . ;cati hA^u^wr.Qt 
perljf^ as it 19 cofmmonli^ mfolmdAQjWmMiUmgk 
we think it can admit of no aefiiMitkm.bttt;(U»rMte 
side stroke. 

It is an Inv'ariable maxim, that when a man is 
determined to make play, the sooner he does it, 
and the quicker he is in doing it, the greater will 
be his chance of succeeding. To guard against 
an inside stroke, or hipe, the defendant should if 
possible keep himself on the ground. To do this, 
he must either lift against his opponent, or slack- 
ening his own hold, endeavour by wrenching his 
body from his opponent's grasp to plant himself, 
as it were, to tiie ground , striving at the same 
time to keep his opponent o£F with his bieast, 
and if possible to shrink it underneath his assail- 
ant's. If he succeed in this latter mode, he should 
be on the alert to secure such a hold, when his 
opponent attacks him, (which he cannot do 
without in some mea>=ure giving his body within 
the compass of his grasp) as will ensure him of 
victory. It is true a skilftil Wrestler will be very 
careful when he hazards an attack to keep his 
right arm well up, to prevent his opponent get- 
ting a low hold of him; but stiJl if he does not 
succeed, one equally skilful will inevitably gain 
some advantage by it, such as catching his heel, 
— ^mending his hold, — or attacking him in turn 
before he can recover his balance. If the de- 
fendant cannot prevent his opponent from lifting 
• him, he must endeavour, by shrinking his body, 
to give him the greatest weight upon his breast 
he possibly can, and instantaneously try to fix 
his knees and feet so as to prevent the assailant 
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•m %«Mkigr Wtf lOMe^tetv^eto kte tUgfai, and «t 
the-aume timet so* a» fidly to mform himself <rf 
i»tery meditated movbment the moment it is at^ 
templed. If he thas socceeds in cheeking the 
^bvt-easavlt^' 'and ^ equal, m nearly, so to the. 
amaUantrhe ovght to win the falL As ihem ob** 
eervations will, with some trifling dev.latioas, ap* 
plyt'to lifting in geiieral»we shall not have oc* 
4|MisiM40>dweU«nioh in fotiire upon tliat pairtacu* 
lar^snbject* ^ . ■ . • .':;.. 

^ 'The methods of amailingaman OB eitlier side 
are vatiom.* They may howerer be.reduced to 
4he' ftior prine^L ones,. namely :-^striking with 
4im kneer^^-the^ leg^ — the ioot» and the leg and 
^Wtfaliemately. ^ The first is done by striking 
^iritb ^great pkh and force with either • of the 
^ hn e eu ; ih<MighgeaeKaUy the^left, against the oat^ 
4ikto of a» oppmient's Imee or thigh ; ^aad by tlie 
•AMoe- of the stvofce^ and the cerrespondent mere^ 
ment^4be arsis, first force him from, and. then 
>ieirB hfar npev the ground. 81ee« of Dacre, who 
mom tim.prixe^at Pendtb Races in the yeaa 181d, 
was^'hiOnp judgmeDti tbe besi at this atroke of 
miaf man we ever saw practise it. Sometimes It 
tsaompde nee ef aft»r lifitag^ by throwing the knae 
««tride an: opponents thigh ; a method/ we have 
-ht ptofmie t^gmmmm oftepi practised with^eat 
."saceess. The second is generally termed an imif 
amif owing to striking ont with the leg, so that 
'the knee«»f ihe assailantk ontoide his opponents, 
iaad the foot inside his ande, or -smali of the 
4eg, — ^tbus plaemg a kind. ef lock- upon. ibeknetB 
and leg. Thi8.iaa very coaomon mode wUh ma- 
ny firel^rate,. as well as inferior Wrestlers. The 
•third niode^s vsuaUy called acA^ and is effect- 
ed by 4171^ to swing an 4>pponent rouniW and 
sMkie^he .wrist of « the foot against the outside >df 
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Us leg oraBele, or as in the preceding mode, by 
doing so^and tnrning him with the assistance of 
the anns*; «i method which Thomas Grolightly 
(now no more) excelled in, and in which. 
we have seen Nicholson himself evince much 
dexterity. It in general requires more dexterity 
than any of the preceding modes. The fourth is 
effected by striking an antagonist from the 
ground with the leg, either outside, or in and 
Qut^ with the assistance of the arms ; and instant* 
ly planting that foot upon the ground, strike 
with the oth^r across his liarther shin before he 
reaches the ground. This stroke requires great 
quickness and activity, and is, when well exe- 
ci;ited, one of the surest- and neatest methods of 
Wrestling practised. The best and cleanest 
praetiser of this mode we ever knew, or heard 
of, was William Ponsonby, of Endside, near 
Egremoi^, who retired from the ring nearly 
twenty years ago. .jle displayed such 'uncom- 
mon dexterity in this stroke, that his feet might 
frequently have been heard at a considere^le 
distance sncceeding each other against his op* 
ponent's legs like two distinct claps of the 
hand : — it is at the present time by no means 
unusual. 

Although we have classed outside striking un- 
der four principal heads^ yet it is to be observed ' 
that the occasions -on which they are resorted 
to are extremely various ; being often used as 
sufficient of themselves, -sometimes as precursors 
to other meditated attacks, and not unfrequent- ' 
ly, subsequent to other movements. As a clear 
explanation of their nature, and the different 
modes of using, them, are a sufficient means of 
informatten to enable any practbier of Wrestling 
to.jud^ what are the sajrest o^theds of guards 
I . 
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mg against f hem, it !s uiineeessary to detain otrr 
readers any longer on this p'artictilar sufc^ct. 

When one party gets a leg behind 'an oppo« 
nent's it is called haming^ or catching his neel, 
according to the manner in which it is done. If 
the legs are intertwined with each other, or iHhe 
heel ofthe assailant is above the small of the de- 
fendant's leg, it is usually termed haming; for no 
other reason that we can divine, except fV*om 
the strength required in tho ham, either for ac- 
celerating, or defending the attack. Sometimes 
a ham is practised at the moment of taking hold, 
or when taken oflTthe ground, by rapidly striking 
the heel behind the knee ; as the sinews of the 
person lifting are then at full stretcb, if the pai*- 
ty lifted do it forcibly, and can throw the fall 
weight of his body along with it, it is often efftec- 
iive. Haming, as well as catching the heel, is in- 
discriminately practised, eittier as attacks of 
themselves, or as auxiliaries \o other attacks. 
To guard against a ham, the defendant should 
feel his feet firm upon the ground, slack his 
hold, and bear forward with his breast agaihst 
the assailant's. If he succeed in this, he should 
endeavour, if the ham be persevered in, to turn 
or twist his opponent over by wheeling him off 
his breast to the opposite side, as he will have 
only one leg on the ground ; but should he quit 
the ham, no time should be lost. in closings the 
hands lower down upon his back, and becoming 
the assailant in turn. 

Catching the heel is often quite a different 
operation ; — its object generally is to force the 
foot forward by rapidly striking the heel, against 
the heel, or ancle of the defendant. Should it 
not prove immediately effective, yet If the de- 
fendant staggers, and nltimately fells by not be- 
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kig^e tOi^xtdifHit^ himself from ii, it is usually 
CAlleA hankering the heel. Catching the heel 
ipay be practised either on the outside, or inside *r 
and if done with force and quickness, it is a very 
difficplt manceuvre to guard against, and , a 
Wrestler known to be expert in catching, gr 
hankerini^, is generally as little fancied for an 
opponent, as ope skilled in aay other mode what- 
e ver« Thomas Nicholson , ofThrelkeld, who won 
at Carlisle for three successire years, was a for- 
cible illustrator of this mode* He was certainly 
uncommonly good at it, and though by no means 
wanting in many other modes^ yet he was more 
indebted to this method for victory than all the 
rest put together. There is another mode some- 
what similar to these last mentioned, by which 
falls, particularly among new beginners, or no- 
vices, are often decided. This may be term- 
ed twining over the knee, as it is effected by 
geftting the knee outside and twining an opponent 
ov€|r it. 

It is not our intention to dwell much upon 
what is often indiscriminately termed hanohingy 
henching^ hipping^ bullock ing^ or croaabuHocking^ 
as they are all effected in nearly the same man- 
ner ; and in fact, whatever they may be fancically 
called, the breast . and side are oftentimes, though 
not always, as much used as the hip, or what is 
the most general appellation, the buttock. A man 
skilled in this method of wrestling generally 
strives for a loose hold, and it is the left sidfe 
which is mostly used for effecting the desired 
object. By stepping partly in, and crossways 
with the left foot, twining the body in, and 
throwing the buttock underneath the belly; the 
defendant is by the assailant's arras being kept 
tight round his neck, or shoulders, hoisted on, 
1:8 
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ea^'ihtomn 6ff; «r over (lie sMe, 6t h^M§dk i 
as the latter » Irjr the act ef ^tep^iiDgM^iroWk *ir* 
tfaest In, it has aequtred the iiain^ oi%iittfHB%:iitl^; 
aad when the leg oi* foet gets quite aei^oss the de* 
fendant's body, of crossbuttocking ; thou^eyen 
then, it is evident unless the eflfort was seconded 
by the arms and higher part of ^he body, the acl 
of throwing the leg across would bfe fetal te' tto* 
aggressor. Sometimes when the tili!MiIant f^i^^- 
ceives, or feels his man staggered, = or lialafnced' 
upon Ins side, Or bnttook, he fe so iGffreum^tanced 
' as to be able to strilie with^ one of his feet kdrdss' 
the shins; when this is done the fkll^ is often' 
dean and effective. At other times thesitnatidn*^ 
admito; of getting the leg, or foot^beWiid fcWh 6P 
the defendant's ; when this happens it ta'-itt soiiiilff 
places called grundffstepping. It sometifMes'^ 
happens that the assailant, by turning intjniofcly 
with very loosie holds, ^e\9 into a position exacts* 
ly before j w with his bade to his opponent; In" 
that case, if he do not, by keeping his han(£s ftM,' 
and stooping forward throw him orei^^ Us head 
and shoulders, hts situation is a dan^roiM OTt& 
for losing the fail. In short tbe modei^'Of M* 
sault and defence in this most manly of air eater*** 
cises, are so diversified, that a volume m%ltt ber- 
filled by illustrating that part of our stib^ect only. - 
The act of buttocking, slipphig from the irifle, or * 
breast, and in feet, of every thing that cottiitltQ^' 
the science of wrestling, dep^nds^ mttdi hj^dtt^nie' 
different situations which m«^ occur in It coi^tei^ ' 
and the judgment formed by feethdg Wfth the 
chest, and breast, what kind of assault is moat: 
likely^to prove effective; and generally sp^Jiittg, ' 
quickness in assault, and promptitude in jtidM* ' 
ously availing himself of any eircmnstahce' that- 
may arise during the struggle, Aay be baHi^d tfce^^ 
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dfatiayiidiiag oharMterMies of a good and 
sdentific wrestler. 

Opinions respecting the best mode of standing 
wh^n taking hold are no donbt various, and the 
particular method of wrestUng usually adopted 
by. the antagonist to be encountered, in order to 
Qouateract his intention as well as keeping in 
view the method he himself excels in, will always 
have some influence on every judicious Wrestler. 
In the Rule solely devoted to the purpose of o- 
bliging those to take hold who cannot themselves 
i^ree about iti we found it absolutely necessary 
to fix some standard for regulating the hold. 
Any Wrestler need not be told that the subject is 
the most difficult one that could arise ; and that 
one certain standard only was indispensable. 
Making proper allowauoe for any man's nK)de of 
wrestlings except it be in an extreme of tight (the 
usual epithet for a close or fast hold) or slacks 
we are fuUy prepared to maintain that the stan- 
dard we have fixed on, is the best and most judici^ 
oos that can be adopted.. It is usual for mea 
wishing to take more thaa a flair hold^ to shrink 
their own breast underneath their opponents', 
and pin his arm to his side, close to the elbow ; — 
the merest novice in the art wiQ not permit this, 
and yet the shorter man will sometimes^ argue 
they ought to stand straight up ! Knee to knee is 
sooietimes with equal absurdity proposed ; for 
unless the men are of exactly the same dimensi- 
ons upwardsi^itdoes not in the least alter the sub- 
ject of dispute. A hat, or a stick* is often laid 
down, and the men are required to bring their toes- 
up to the mark. The monstrous absurdity of the^ 
ridiculous position this will place men of different 
alzes inf w^th their feet close together, and what 
h sonietimea jocoiely termed iSe seat of honous 
i3 
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of ttte taller msin hung bat>k, needs no cothment. 
No certain distance between the ' toes can be 
Equally applicable to all ; and therefore the dis- 
tance which will admit of both feelingthemselves 
at ease, and firmly on the ground , may soon be 
settled between them with the assistance of the 
umpire, as breast to breast, is the only mode of 
placing them on an equal footing. Many Wrest* 
. lers are fond of leaning to the left sfde, a habit 
acquired while in their novitiate by the desire of 
seeing their opponent's feet, or at least' his right 
foot. This latter circonistancis is of no material 
advantage of itself als it is the feel and not the 
sighU which generally regulates the movementi 
of a good Wrestler, especially at the conmience- 
ment of a contest, as is sufficiently evident from 
the fact, that one man decidedly the master of a- 
nother, will throw him blindfolded. This^lean to 
the left, as with many it is a iSupposed advantage, 
and therefore often a considerable obstacle to 
their getting hold, is worthy of some consider-- 
atlon in regard to its utility, both in assanlting, 
and defending; and therefore, thought dry and 
complex subject to some of our readers, yet as 
many Wrestlers will deem itbothimportairt, and 
interesting^ it is our duty to attempt some eluci- 
dation of the subject. 

It must be sufltciently evident to all, that lean- 
ing to either side is a deviation from the naturai 
and true centre of balance ; and of course will 
lay some stress upon, or partly brace the muselcs 
of the opposite side. Thus if the lean be to the 
left side, the muscles of the right, frdm the neck 
to the foot downwards will be propdrtionably 
braced, as those on the left are contracted in 
with the body; and part of the weight of the 
body, by being thrown upon the rljjht ann of tl^ 
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opptment, -ift^iR ^tMik 111 fl(^^i<i4(ii^iidid|fMtew 
g^ree from the weigfit npoii^ o^ fhrtoiieflB' of, tile 
feeft upon the ground. • Now it 19^ eoptlthi ihhi ib» 
easier and firmer any Wrestler fi^ls hiniEleif upon 
the ground, the less stregs^t^re wiH be upo^O'the 
arms and breast ; and ihat when fl^ .the |>0|relNi 
o f the frame can at ■ onee be broaght* eltectivtBly 
into action,'the mOr^yigorouswiilbe th^Attaefci 
it is to be remai^ked^ that these obstacles^ apply 
even to an attlick with the^ left teg ; while the 
lean being fVom the right, mtistof course greatly 
detract from the ft>rce of any intended effort t» 
throw an opponent to^ that s^fde ; and thepe^ 
tion itself totally prfeeludes the idea of an effedi^ 
tire buttock ; because, ikistead of facflftirMng th^ 
aet of getting the foot partly across, -or the ^reaspt 
nndertieath, it acts in the very reverse, byiedn^- 
tributing to place the body on the outside^-^alh 
unavoidable consequence of the lean. As ftir 
buttocking with the right side, there are^^veiry^f<6w 
i*rho ever attempt it, except it te aftdi* an Outside 
stroke with the left leg ; because, in taking hold, 
the left arm !s always above the right ; airf ooni- 
sequently, when the hold is loosS, there is n^ 
naterial i>bstacle to prevent that side fre<a being 
thrown in ; whereas, the right £lrm being iinderi- 
neath the oxter, prevents that side from beia^ 
brought into action with equal freedom and Ak 
ciHty ; notwithstanding ttis, there are some few 
who contrive to throw in- the right side with con- 
siderable effect; yet against a good Wrestler, #t 
must always, be considered a losing chance^ 
• It is observable that- these remarks apply , to thfe * 
act of taking hold bcifore the contest is begun. 
The lean to the left acquired after, 6r during «i . 
struggle, is quite a different thing. It is thetf a 
certain s}gn>'^itber that^^'e opponent has tost all 
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I,e(;tk^<b9l4»^^t bPtli pitrtiM bave, 

ibmr aroift rPDud eacti ati^rs neck. If the for- 
mm he the oi«e, it neoe^iiarily kpiplies tjiat thei par- 
^ who has the lean, bas bi;oJie bis Qpponent'sbold>. 
— basbimselfgot a commanding one>— is stand - 
ing.perfecUy at ease, — and Is nearly sure of tbe 
fiill ;-*-<wbile bis adTcrsary, scarcely able to prcn 
mrye an nprigbt position and witbout bold, is in- 
capable of making any offensive effort wbicb ia 
likely to .succeed. Tbe only tbing be .can do, ia 
to attempt to get bis side in, and try to buttock ;, 
bnt tbe otber, perfectly aware of bis moyements, 
wiU probably catch him under the ribs, and often 
depose of him with ease and safety^ If both par-^ 
ttee have lost bold of tbe back, be who has the 
lean is much more adya^tagepusly situated than 
bis opponent ; he stands freer with his neck, an4 
easier with bis body ; and is consequently more 
at liberty to assault or defend with a much great* 
er prospect of success. As the two most impor- 
tant objects in wrestling — namely, bold, — and 
feeling with the breast, are in that situation, of 
comparatively little consequence, a view of the 
right leg becomes an object of some considera- 
tion, as it implies tbe feet of tbe right arm being 
more up, and the |eft more down, than bis an« 
tagonist's (if tbe men have any hold) can possibly 
be ; as tbe left buttock is then the only attack 
that his opponent can make, and which he can- 
not make without moving the right leg. Oh the 
other hand, tbe person possessing the lean is by 
no means in so confined a situation. By stand- 
ing perfectly at ease, be es.n choose bis time of as* 
sault, or is fully prepared to avail himself of any 
effort bis antagonist can make ; and if he be a 
good striker with the left }eg across tbe shin, he 
^Mairary chance of doing so with success ; which 
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he ought not to defer doing, lest his antagonist 
should wrench his head loose, and thus oblige him 
to forfeit his advantage by taking a fresh hold. 

Having thus proved that leaning to one side 
when the men are supposed to be on equal terms, 
and acquiring a commanding lean after the con- 
test is begun, are two very different things, it re- 
mains for us to consider the advantage, or dis- 
advantage, of the lean to the left side, as it re- 
gards the efficacy of repelling, or guarding an 
attack. As this lean, which implies laying an 
additional weight upon an opponent's right arm 
at the commencement of a contest, when the holds 
are, or ought to be, equally low round the arm 
and body, cannot be done without detracting 
from the firmness of the feet upon the ground, 
must apparently impede the act of guarding, 
either a judicious stroke, or buttock: — for al- 
though it may be a preventative to his being turn - 
ed to the rigiitside by an outside stroke with the 
left leg ; yet it must proportionably facilitate his 
being turned to the left side, by the left leg inside, 
or by the right outside ; and hanging his weight to 
the left side, so far from the centre of balance, is 
certainly the very thing a good buttocker, or slip- 
per from the breast, would desire. It likewise is 
not as some imagine, any obstacle to his being lift- 
ed from the ground ; because by hanging his weight , 
downwards, he has not an immediate command 
of his strength to counteract the lift of his oppo- 
nent ; and instead of hearing hira forward with 
his breast and armsy he has one hanging upon 
him, and the other closely locked round him. His 
antagonist so far from having an additional 
weight to lift, has only the same voeight in a more 
favourable position for lifting it ; because, hav- 
ing the greater part already, he has only that 



yGoogk 



9«r«4a iMiM^UslMr) awl jtbe atiwr mmm.hj d0^ 
gPTMt «9^B Iii9i9 and the weight be bas to rogtaiA 
19 <}lo«e t0 him ; wbereas, were his antagonist 
Itftfi^, or beariag «^aii»st him^ the weight woald 
come upoo him 4Mi onoe^ Mid would be /«HAar 
j^-Mf A^ Again, the wm^jfhi of a man is so fiuc 
Jrem being equal to his ^irength^ that if no imper 
diment were thrown in the way by lifting at 
g«dittrt, or bearing forward with the arms and 
l^reast ; a man ten stone weighty wonld ea^y U|t 
one of twenty. When lifted, the lean is an evir 
4ent disadvantage, as it tends to throw turn from 
4be exact front of his opponent, it must of 
oourse be a considerable impediment to dapping 
the kneasi or legs* close npop him to prevent 
hi0 spiking o«it^ and feeUiig in wtuit manner, and 
witii what leg he intends to doi it« 
. Having discussed this point fully, and we hopa 
aatis&etorily to the experjenped Wrestler, we 
will offer a few short remarks upon the bold re« 
comn^nded in the third Bule. It is snrcily a 
most important and desirable thing,, that the 
aame method of taking hold should prevail 
throughout this and the adjacent counties ; be** 
oa«se by praotisiD^ in some plapf^s.with loo^e, 
and in > others ffith tight holds, when they meet 
for some conspdorable prize, no hold.satis&ctory . 
to aU parties can be obtained. This evidently 
eompelled the author of any treatise on the sub- 
ject to lay down some^ one particular n;tanner 
to b^ resorted to as a stt^idard) when any 
dispute occurred. The one which seemed to ns 
beftiadapted to this difficnlt poin,^, i&as we have 
before remarked in our plKiervf tions upon H9 
such a one as the tight-hold Wrestler . may ga- 
ther witJ^, or strike from y and at the same time, 
jftue which does not prevent the loose-hold Wres«^ 
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tl^rfrom making iJEse of %M'o#^ ^^dtiHfiiriiHNle. 
Such II mediuin between the two eitrem^, i« 
the thing eridentiy ealctilated to compromilie 
the sutject of diispnlfe. As tbe fn,tUes are eqiiol*^ 
ly standing without Inclining to either side, — «t* 
actly fronting each other, — at Hberty to brei^e 
freely, — and feeling each other by the junction 
of tfaefr breasts^ all characteristics of a fairy and 
Which cannot eiist in an unfair hold ; tliey are 
at full, and equal liberty to attack with vigOttr, 
and every part of the frame may at once be 
promptly combined to repeal, and on the alert to 
take any advantge which may present itself fti 
consequence of, the attack. v 

' But stfU after all that can be said respectlirg^ 
the kiperlority of any particular method of taking 
hold, considerable priactice, and attachment to 
almost any, will render a man very dexterous 
fttit; Accordingly ^6 see many acknowledged 
first-rate Wrestlers, differ as much in their 
notions of taking hold, as in their methods of as*- 
sault and deifence. Thus, Thomas Nicholson 
and Thomas Todd, two of the best Wrestlers Of 
their weight in Cumberland, and saying this. We 
conceive we might safely add the united king^ 
dom, or the world ; are, or were, both upright 
standers; while William Richardson, ofCald* 
beck, (commonly called Ritson) the winner df 
more prizes than any other man in the kingdom, 
was partial to the lean ; and John Louden, frOm 
the vicinity of Keswick, a first-rate, and a most 
dangerous customer, was never satisfied wRbont 
it. As these men, and many others will, in our 
Review of Wrestling, again come under con« 
sideration, the further mention of them in this 
place would be superfluous. 
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, Finally, ^ ^cnmfi^iiM ^ i^ng liold, 
^hile it is the daoBt mqpei^t cM&e of dissentioii 
among WriB^tkMrgf 4t ia ^ jtbe 8f^ tifoe, the most 
difficult for ^impajfM*i*P®?4*^^r» Ql^umpi^^, to 
£01*91 a correct and i^cmv^yadgmeni upon. The 
bia«se4 a^d ii^ter^sted apept^r^ and the well* 
wi3heraofe^tiierpfirty» ace. of ten determined not 
to be. ponv)noed ^bat the &alt ori^ateg with 
their favourite. . This being the case, those wha 
give the prize, ought always pr^unptly to en-» 
n»rce the judgment of the umpire whom they, 
have chosen. The rule for deciding the hold, 
ilptwithstanding the difficulty of the subject, 
is, we hope, sufficiently intelligibllje to atiy man 
who is competent to fulfil the arduous sitaa* 
tion of acting as umpire. Being iiilly con-^ 
scions, that as harmony and unanimity ought 
tprbe the distinguLs^ed characteristics of an 
wiusement, we could not be too explicit, - or 
minuteV on the point which tends most to inter- 
mpt theip ; su^h a consideration could alone 
have induced us to treat every thing r^lative to 
the subject of talcing hold, in so lengthy a man- 
ner ; but feeling as we do, thai the frequency, and 
splendour of the prizes given to wrestle for, will 
be considerably influenced by the cordiality dis- 

Jlayed by the Wrestlers towards each other, it 
ppeared to us an indispensable duty to give 
this particular subject a full consideration ; as 
shrinking from it would have implied an inability 
to t^eat of it, — a stigma, we possess egotism 
enough to believe we by no means oierit. 
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iieview of Northed ¥FreaiUng within ike lasi 
forty ifive yeartj comp rising 90tne Memoirs of 

^ ihe most distinguished WresUers during thai 
period. 

In commeaoing a Review of modern Wrestling, 
and corresponding Memoirs of the most celebra- 
ted Wrestlers, it is highly necessary to fix some 
particular date from wnich we can gradoally 
descend to the present time. In doihg so it wilt 
not be expected, that in so limited a Work as 
this, WQ snould either fix npon a very remote 
era, or have been at the trouble and expense of 
collecting every minnti«e of the subject we trea| 
of. In fixing an era, it would be neither instruc- 
tive nor amusing to go farther back than those 
transactions which are well remembered by ma- 
ny persons^ now living, who were themselves 
frresilers, and often actors in the scenes we 
have heard them describe. To go farther back 
would be mere hearsay^ — and from such partial 
authority no certain information could be ob- 
tained forther than that there was Wrestlings and 
con|equently Wrestlers, in our grandfathers' 
time:-^this we already know, as we have in the 
first part of this Treatise proved there were both 
nearly from the creation of the world.. We 
could indeed give names much antecedent to 
the date we shall fix upon, — but as we could add 
no further information than that they were very 
strongmen, and as far as we can collect, strength^ 
and not science was in those days the great es- 
sential towards victory ,^ our doing so would be 
merely nominal. As to the trouble and expense 
of collecting Information, we frankly own w^ 
K 
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have been at Aooe. ^ We speak from oar own 
knowledge, and from such eorresponding inform 
ination ajs insare .the eoirec^nefs of evjery. Udng 
we shall state as metier of £apt. ^ Diiring the 
many years we were attached to this h^rdy and 
atbietic exercise, 

** The men who threw us,and the men we threw*' 

Ck)uld not fail to perfect us in the practice of the 
ring ; and the number of veteran Wrestlers, and 
veteran amateurs we conversed with, who 

" Our memory Btor*4 with fetts of valour done, , 
** And youth recalUng, told how bcUs were won,*' 

Gave us an equal claim to understand the iheo- 
ry of the business ; and consequently we scru- 
ple not to say, we believe ourselves as well ac- 
quainted with the various interesting particntani 
comprised in such a Review^ as any one persoil 
whatever. 

About forty-five years ago, or about the year 
1778, back-hold Wrestling was more practised, 
and in higher estimation in that extent of coun- 
try which comprises the borders of Cumberland, 
Westmorland, Yorkshire, and Northumberland, 
than in any other place in England or Scotland. 
Since those days of our fathers, great indeed is 
the change effected in the habits, customs, and 
manners, of all classes of people throughout 
England ; and in no part of it more than in the 
north. The festivities of Christmas, the hilari- 
ties of sheep-shearing, and other seasons of mirth 
and jollity, are now but the mere shadow of 
what they were, even at the short distance of 
time we treat of. Though some dainties, neither 
much kiiown nor Wanted in those days, are tio# 
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in eonuaoii use, yet h^im-kireitiedy Uiat seul and 
<^meiiter of good feUowi^p> so often spbken of 
In raptures by the aged, has nearly disappeared^ 
At that tinie» itmoHej/ was more scarce, ale was 
better and cbeaper ; and pastimes were not only 
lyiore frequent, but enjoyed witb much less care 
for to-mprrow. Accordliigly, on the borders of 
these counties, prizes of different descriptioiia 
were frequently given to wi^stle for. Although 
a belt was the most . \\sii^l prize^ yet silver cups^ 
leather breeches, apd other things of considera- 
ble v^lue, accompanied by a belt, were by no 
means uncomipQn. Of all the excellent Wrest- 
lers at that period, Adam Dopd was the most 
distinguidied. He was by trade a filler, and 
wa» brought jup, or at least, fesided for a number 
of yearS) at I^ongwatiiby . AIUI. As tbist village on. 
Ctiri^tmas or New Tear's Day, and Melmerby on 
Midsummer '$ Pay» wcgre.ttie qpenej» of the two, 
mostdi^^giaished at^mial contests, this hero li- 
ved in the centre of those places where the great? 
est pumber, of prid^es were gtifen* (t is^ consider- 
ed, by many who were acquainted with Adam, 
tbi^t .be won n^ar^ prizes th«in a^y other ms^n, ei-: 
tber iremembered at th^t period) or who ha^ since 
appeared in the ring. From the best) and most, 
authentie accounts we have been able to cpllect 
oonoeitMng him, we think he yielded in that re^* 
spect to William Richardson, of Caldbeck. Our 
reasons for this .o{»nion are founded, pn the fol- 
lowing facts :-~Biehardson was a Wrestler, and 
a most distinguidhed one, for twice the number 
of years it was possible for Adam to enjoy much 
celebrity ; — Riohardson wrestled throughout ft 
more extensive range of country, and was more 
in tb0 habit of firequentiog sports, than we be- 
lieve Adam was. And again, Richardson car- 
k2 
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ried Away nmQy pr!2O0 from pUuMNi wltore there 
were few opponents (and aoiMtinesiione) to en- 
counter a Wrestler of bis proweis; wtereas, in 
Adam's time, almost erery prise was keenly eon- 
tested. But giving Richardson the preference 
in this respect, we give it as our candid opinion, 
that Dodd must have been the better WreiAler* 
Indeed from tile concarrent testimony of idl 
who knew him, it was universally admitted by 
the old men at that period, that no Wrestler in 
their remembrance had ever equalled him in 
what is now termed tcieticeand action ; nor are 
the men who were contemporaries with him, 
willing to admit that any of our modern Wres- 
tlers would have stood on equal terms with him : 
but this latter asserth>n onght to be received with 
caution. It is both osnal and natnral f^r age to 
be g€trruloH8 and eloquent concerning the << doj^ 
of long 9yneJ' For our part we have known 
(and yet know) some whom w6 thought able if 
wrestle any thing of their height and weight ; but 
we confess, that so high wIba the renown of this 
distinguished champion, that we scarcely know 
how to make up our mind concerning the truth 
of this doctrine. Adam, ttiough not termed a 
big oney was yet £Bir above the middle-size of 
Wrestlers. He was between five feet ten and 
five feet eleven inches high, and weighed near 
fourteen stones : — belonging to that class in 
which we have elsewhere stated the most distin- 

guished Wresflers and Pug^ists were to be ficmnd. 
[e has been described to us as a clean, and well- 
built man; but withal rather flattish bodied, 
and slender backed for such a distinguished 
Wrestler ;— ^this is said by some to have been the 
only thing that prevented him from being invin- 
cible. He was a straight stander, and easy to 



yGoogk 



WIESTLIANA. 113 

saliify with % hold, — but thd moment it was 
taken, eager to be at work, and seldom de- 
aiateA from tbe attack till the £bi11 was over. 
He seldom had recourse to the buttock ; 
— irtrildng w^as his forte; and his dexterity 
and method of parting, or what is often 
proriaciaUy called Uvering (a contraction of 
dMnwing) his maos was such, that he seldom 
•ither missed his object, or went to the ground. 
His faTOurjte method was the outside, and he 
WM partial to feipting with one foot, iand strik- 
ing with the other ; however on striking out, he 
^3fh»fi seconded the attack with the foot he feint- 
ed with;^--and we have heard it asserted he 
struck uncommonly high. In this his trade as % 
miller might be advantageous to him. From 
frequent practice in lifting and removing load^ 
wtth his arms, in which the knee and foot are 
(Mnuetimes used as auxiliaries, he might have ac- 
qnnired more strength in the leg when striking 
out, and felt less incommoded when balancing 
and turning his man, than if he had been brought 
up io almost any other trade. It would be im- 
possible for us, or any other person at this period 
to enumerate the tithe of his victories : — suffice 
it to observe^ he was.the hero of his day, and at 
the great annual meetings at Longwathby, and 
. Melmcirby, as well as at Alston, often threw, not 
only the most noted Wrestlers of the neighbour- 
hood, and tbe borders of Cumberland and Wes?t-| 
morland, but all the dans from Yorkshire and 
Northumberland who came to try their prowess 
with him. It would be foolish to assert, or lead 
any person to suppose he was not occasionally 
thrown ; for that is a thing, which like "time 
and tide* happeneth to all men ;'' but we believe 
we shall not be contradicted, when we say he 
k3 
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ranked the very first on the HM. He wa§ a re- * 
markably civil; and peaceable man ; and his eon- 
duct and character through life, accorded wi^ * 
these two essential recommendations to r c g pe e t • 
and esteem, having never been called in qnesCton 
on any Qccasion. His death was occasioned by 
incautiously lying down to sleep upon tiM kiln 
when drying some oats, whiefa brought on an ' 
Hlness tnat |>roved fittal a short time tt0tar«*t 
wards, whilst in the very pHme of life, fie died • 
about the year 1T82, leaving a widow l^ett wttii' 
child, — having entered into the connnbiftl stale 
not long before his decease. 

The next hero to Adam Dodd in point ot re* » 
nown at that period, and in that vicinity, w«m 
THOMAS Johnston, who has for la great nntnber' 
of years been in the employ of J. C. CnrweB^ 
Esq. of Workington Hall, as a labourer and 
httsbandi^an. It is a very dubious point wbetiier: 
Tom has not, from wrestling in a more ext^mlfie>- 
sphere, and labouring longer in the voeation) 
w on as great a numl^r of prizes as Adam did. 
When these two heroes met, there was nothings 
like certainty as to the etvent of the contest ;• 
Tom having both thrown, and been thrown by 
Adam ; although we surmise the odds were in 
favour of the latter circumstance. However with 
that one exception, we are warranted from a 
multiplicity of accounts, in ranking Tom John- 
ston superior to any other man in a wide range 
of country, in which he long reigned the most 
distibguished champion. Among^ those whom 
he has vanquished, Tom^ with considerable pride 
sometimes mentions the celebrated Abraham 
Brown, who was for many years curate of Egre* 
mpnt. Johnston was a fourteen stone man, and 
gtood near ,six feet high, — was extremely welt 
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made, (Mid ooaseqaeiitiy an equal opponent for 
a«y man whatever. • He was we believe no but- 
toe^er ; and was most partial to the ham, and 
hankering the heel, in which modes he excelled 
all the heroes of his day. Johnston, like a true 
spartsraan, still relishes the crack of the whip,. 
and aeliiaUy carried the belt from off the Cloffick, 
at Workiafrton, at otie of the great meetings 
on Elester Tuesday, when nearly sixty years of 
age* Tom Johajton is in himself a contradiction 
to the SooUAj but commonly received opinion, 
that wrestling is so injurious to the frame, that 
it destroys the constitution in a very few years, 
and brings on so many aches, and rheumatic 
pains, that many believe a Wrestler when ad- 
vanced in years, most necessarily be a crip- 
ple» So far are wa from coinciding in this 
opinion, thatasiaras we are able to judge, wst 
have reason to believe it to be a. healthful, and 
eirengtbening exercise. We may be laughed at 
for such an opinion, but facts i^re stubborn things, 
and we challenge any man who differs from us 
in that opinion, to produce a younger and 
healthier-looking man of his age, than Wiiriam 
Richardson, who has won more prizes we be-^ 
lieve than any man in existence. In fact many 
of the idle stories respecting the terrific conser 
quen^es, are mere chimeras ! originating with 
those who know nothing about.it, ajoid credited 
only by those who have had no opportunities o^ 
judging for themselves. 

Another celebrated hero at the same period; 
was THOMA3. Lee, who we are. informed is at 
thb present time a publican in Alston. Lee, we 
have been 4old, was from the borders of Nor- 
thumberland, and was the unrivalled cock of the 
walk for many miles round him, both as a Wrest* 
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tiiniUyjdDJi^ iniM Mf«, inflMMd Um with am 
alrdeiii^Mlre toity eomdilMOiis with him^ Ac- 
oordiag^, fiegwding. otinac eoA^imtB nn beaiMith 
him, and beli^nrkiy Jumself ■•ady .imrincnbie) h^ . 
setoff in 4iMrt:a£A4amtoaiileeiiag^ofmcb-c<4e» 
brity eg ta insure. the Atstehd^iUM of that bm^ We 
hare heard amoe aasent that it wa^i at {jongwath- 
byrbot we IntTe aiid«ubted' ajatlioiity for eayisg 
itwaa at Great Salkeid thst theae iierods first 
meU Howeiver this may be it ia eeriain thai Ibey 
botii fe«9ht and wre^led. The iapae el the for- 
mer epnteiit¥ras not on&TOorabto to Adam^ id* 
thoi^^ there am many who maiataio ttmt it 
was the only pugilistie contest in which' he 
was ever engaged ; and ttiat it was only to pre« 
ifent the ii^patatien of being a eowatd ttmt 
Indoeed hfa* to fight In wrmllh^^ Adam pro« 
Ted the mnst^ri and ^is we are told Lee is 
still willing ia admowledge* but etttertains . 
an opiniott that be was tlie better mm in tbe 
other respect. Be that as it may^ there is no 
doubt that Lee was a Tory noted many and supe- 
rior to his opponent in strength and weight. 
John HoaiOiET, or On^BY, yet liring in Abten, 
was lilcewise a very powerful man ; and though 
not considered an equal match for Adam Dodd^ 
threw hhn for a pair of new leather breeches 
^Feo l^ J. Riccardsott, Esq. on his coming to 

Bampton school, on tiie borders of Westknor- 
laady was perhaps the most celebrated seminary 
in England for turning out good Wrestlers. It 
was usual at that period for those designed for 
the church, or any learned profession, to fre- 
quent school when grown up to manhood ; and - 
if a young man was hnown to be a Bampton 
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« ^o4 WfeslJer. Among tlioiie edtlcliled at tm 
in^trtictiire seminary whose genfns led them i6 
acquire a competent knowledge of the bodily 
powers of man, befbre they were hononred. wfth 
tl^ charge of his more important reqoteites, was 
the Reverend and eeldbrated Abraham BftoWir, 
whom we haice before allnded to. This gentte- 
man was the first of whom we hav^eany authentic 
, records of exeelMng as a hwhocker. Having lost 
BO tine in perfecting himself in this manly exer* 
else when a #fAotor, he foiiy maintained the cha^ 
racter of a very fii^t ratej when aettlgln the 
moore exalted sttaationa of ifsAer and ^eAaof^ 
ma9^r in different piaces ; and^ccasloiMdly aflei^ 
be became a oarate. When « very yonng man 
he acquired great renowvi In carrying alniy a 
silver cup of considerable value m>m Bamont 
Bridge, which divides the eounttai of Cumber- 
land and Westmorland, and whieh was conse«* 
quently in the very centre of the inost noted 
wrestling country in England. After his esta** 
blishment at Egremont, Mr. Brown had no ob* 
jeotion, in the spirit oi good feUowririp, to oblige 
any man who felt extremdy anxions for a trM 
of skill with him, and hi these casual turn iqpeit 
Is said be was never vanq«|ished. Alvafaam be«' 
ing« man of condderable humour, and good- na^ 
ture, palmed himself more than once, as a friend 
of Parson Brown'sr on men, who hearing of hi» 
oeielNrity, expressed a strong desire to ti^ a fall 
with Urn. Ob snch occasions be {Nretended ta> 
be well acquainted with the Parson, and asi»«^ 
red them that if they cobM throw ban earily,' 
they would prove a match for Brown, when they; 
met with him. This of course Mosed a eont^ 
-^.^TAud J^aster Abraham,, after giving them iiiU 
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iii<lifKott<Mi> wonM advtoe tbem to go hente, as 
IwetttM •(Mure- tiiem they were .not able to ran* 
migik the Parson. We have heard him assert 
ustwhe^ nineteen yearei of age, he did not 
weigh more than twelre itones) but a stranger to 
him in his jFonnger days wonld hure judged of 
hhtt very differently^ He ooold not be less than 
six feet hi^, and when at a proper age for en« 
tering the ctaireh, most have weighed fifteen 
stones at least This well known eharaeter died 
within the fau^ twelve months, and it is bat jus- 
tioe tobii meoiory to observe, th^t though oe^ 
<Misi«iially addioted to the bottle, he preserved 
through lUe» both in his pubUo and pHvate eha-* 
Baeter, the regard and ^esteem, not oftly of hia 
pattshioiiers in general^ bat of nearly aU who 
werit^«eq<ialnted wMi him. 

IMtif ng the bdrdenr df the oomity at preerat* 
we wiUipevettto the borders of Holm Cnltraia. 
In that part of CufiriMrland, .flourished at thai 
time^ the greatest Ji«ro in a diversity of athletio 
enerciMai, England eiver prodooed. l%is waa 
tlia well known John TmiAH* who as a wrests 
ler, boxer, rannerf leaper,'eadgeU and football 
player, -never me4 with an equal. It waa no un-> 
eOBSOMmeircMnMtaBoe for Tinian to bear away 
all the. three prizes,*-^vii, belt, bat, and gloves, 
fraea the naighbonring races ; wiaioh feat he once 

Efi0tme± atfienrith where he was totally un- 
town, djrieating^ in these different exercises, the 
very best of the border beroas. He waa about 
six ^t high* and fonrteent stone weight; an un« 
oaaimdnly powerftbaUdslusctilar man, regard* 
ed aa a desperado^ and locdsed upon as the oock 
of thfi walk whereveih he went. John Tinian 
is yet lining, and soma of liia sons turned out 
p^emisiag oJUrXra, Mwngh by no meiins equal to 
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tbe old ooei.-'Hift bnrtfter Job wai^ftymBy .watt 
known. Job wag aa mpoiogjf &r a maii>-:-«taBdit 



in^ aboat six feet six ladies h%fa» aad weigliiM 
accordingly ! — waa remarkably^ in^knetd, and 
had little of an Adonis about liini at aby time, but 
more especially when, as was fipeooeiatly the casey 
he stripped off all his olotfaesi and exposed him- 
self to his opponent in a st^^ of nudity. Not^ 
withstanding his size, and tsrriioappearanoef he 
was not coniMered eqaal to hjs brother Jobnte 
any respect; and William RiehurdMn, of CaM« 
beck, when a mere striptingy veiitiMred to Wreirtle 
him the best of three Mis. RMiaidsen threw 
him cleanlv the first fell, bnt was worsted in the 
second and third. Had Richardnon been a few 
^^ears older, there is little doubt but be weirid 
hare gained an easy conquest ; and proliabl^ hi 
wrestling have been more than a match for John 
himself, supposing they had b<rth been in theii^ 
prime. Job died some years ago. ' « 

Taking leave for the present of the eastern 
side of Derwent, we must go westward as- far as 
Gosforth before we find another Wrestler of 
such celebrity as to entitle him to notice in these 
Memoirs. In that place we find one of the most 
distinguished characters at that period between 
Derwent and Duddon, in the person of J«fHil 
Wood ALL, who was brought up as a husband-^ 
man, and succeeded his father as proprietor of a 
small estate in Gosforth. Woodall though not 
the tallest, was we believe the strongest man we 
have yet notieed. His person Was symmieitry iU 
self; he stood about five feet eleven inches Ugh; 
weighed upwards of sixteen stones, and ail who 
knew him agree in considering that he was the 
strongest man in the wesft of Cumberland.* As a 
Wrei^er, Woodall Was mere indebted to 
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ifawngtlh tktan flotmide ; bat lib pao M m oA tte lirw 
met reqabHe to tach ah «iiooBiiD(m i^tHBy that 
be wa« eohflidered no nneqtuil opponent for the 
{lowerfiil and ;icieiitifie onrste of j^g^ramont At 
the King's Artns^ in tbat plaoe> Woadallaadiibit- 
ed a remarkdUe, and rather extraordinary afmoh- 
men of his prod%ioa8 strength. Having beoa 
thrown for a prize by a shoemaker of the name 
of Carr, a well JoHHirn Wrestler, the latter, flwh* 
ed with hteiriotdry, began to rUUenle Woodall 
oki the cirqnmstaace ; Woodatl, though a very 
' peaoeable man, yet willing to torn the laii^ a* 

EiiMit Carr, oa^ht him up in hte arms as if he 
d been an infant^ and hung hhn by ins breeches 
waistband upon^one of th^ hooks in tl»e ceiling ! 
This circnmstiance, while it illustrates the ^i^enjr^ 
pf Woodall, displays in even a more promiilent 
degree the advantages of ^eteitee, which enabled 
Carr to throw an antagonist so very saperior to 
him in strength. — His finances being exhaust- 
ed, Woodall went to sea, and was drowned in 
the river Liffay, near Dublin, about the year 
1796. 

Although wrestling still Continued to be uni- 
versally practised in these counties, yet the im- 
mediate successors of those heroes we have men- 
^tioned, do not appear to have attaint equal 
celebrity, as feme is comparatively silent respect- 
ing their achievements. Al>out the year 1790, a 
contest often spoken of took place at Cocker- 
mouth, between William Gunsoo, a cooper from 
Calderbridge, and Richard Wright, many years a 
gamekeeper at Brayton Hall. ^ Ttoy were both 
very powerful men, and might be c<Niu»dered the 
champions of their respective neighbourhood^^. 
If their science was not, what would now be 
oonndered of the first order, yet the vigoi^us 
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exertions of two active fifteen stone men, either 
of them six feet high, could not fail to render 
the contest very attractive. The wager, which 
was only trifling, w^as to be decided by the best 
of three falls. After a very manly and spirited 
contest, the hero from Calderbridge proved the 
conqueror. At a somewhat preceding period, 
a Cocke rmouth man of the name of Studdart, 
commonly called Leny (probably a contraction 
of Leonard) Studdart, was much noted for 
Wrestling ; but his notoriety was more occasion- 
ed by his prodigious strength, than by any pro- 
ficiency in the science of the exercise. 

Advancing forward to a more modern date, 
we will proceed to notice some of the most cele- 
brated heroes at the close of the seventeenth 
century, or preceding the year 1800. In doing 
SO9 we mast tfAv^l back to AlstoA and its vici- 
nity, and introduce to the notice of our readers 
tiie very beit Wrestler of his weight Cumber- 
land, or eren the United Kin^^dom, ever produ-p 
ced, in the person of James, alias Jemuy Faw- 
OBTT. Anxious to do ample justice to the pro- 
fessional character of every Wrestler whose 
name is to be found in our pages, without de- 
tracting from ihe nierited renown of others, we 
are compelled to acl^nowledge Jemmy pnust have 
been the most wonderful Wrestler, either of his 
own, Qr any other time of which we have any 
succinct, or authentic account. Jemmy, though 
yet living, is perfectly unknown to us, — there- 
fore we cannot speak positively as to his weight, 
which we have he^rd some call /en, and others 
ten 9ion€ aereM .pounds ; but admittipg he weigh- 
ed eleven stones, the eleven-stone man who 
could bear away the prize for ser^n successive 
years from the mos| ni^ted place of meeting, and 
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from the acknowl^aged best Wi^8«tll0k«1liMOM(^ 
berland and Westmoriand, niiM faiive' beta^ a 
Nonpareil indeed ! Yet ttot Jetnfny Pawc^em 
was the victor at Lohgwathby^ the- md^l bchM 
annual resort, not only fbr the modt c^lelMAed 
border Wrestlers, bnt from Alstofi^ knS. t#««y 
miles round, on every MidsttmAier-dayv^toefi^ 1^ 
admit of the least dispute. If Jaek-RftHdiM^ tii# 
pugilist, is entitled to the appetlatidil' Of NHfiv 
pareil, by beating men of his ownf ^i^^^it^iabA 
one or two a single stone heiav^r^ -what WMkl 
he have been called If he could hate t^^ t0 
the list of heroes he has vanquished tb^ ' IMitttes^ 
of Cribb, Neate, and S))ring ? Yet, grailMt% he 
had done so, he wotkld (hen seareeh^have te'tf 
as well-merited a claim to the ap|^€3Ia#^ ii^ 
Fawcett, who has thrown scores of heavier imen 
tlian any of the three ! ! This single feetrifHom 
establishes the superiority, ais a science^ JOt Wres- 
tling, over Pugilism, than volumes 'ftUedWHhar^ 
guments on the subject could possibly dO;- li 
likewise equally exposes the folly of these* who 
call 6ac*-holds a mere trial of stren^tS. VvW^ 
cett, as we have before said, wei^ttdund^r,- or 
^bout eleven stones, and was abbut five ife^ iefVtm 
inches high, and continued w^festting olk^loii* 
ally till he was nearly fifty years of age ;— a*i*tf- 
fieient proof that he, though a slender nfan, lind 
open to all comers, did not consider Wrestlitig 
as a dAngerou^ amrusement. Amon^ ili& lf#t^ Of 
the many powerful men he threi^, seV^l^l en- 
titled to be classed as first raters mi^ht bi^ pra* 
duced. Nor was his superiority over sa^h mett 
to be attributed either to accident, oi* cobfined 
to the circumstance of one trial only* ' We fcbn^ 
tend that Fawcett must have been, and wa^ able 
to throw many fohrteen stone m«tt'«irtMed te 
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rank as first raters; or to come to the mark at 
once,— men ranking as high, professionally, as 
any of the three Pugilists alluded to:— yet could 
Randall, although supposed to be the very best 
Pugilist ever remembered, beat any of them ? 
The circumstance of Fawcett being able to 
throw fourteen-stone men may be said to form 
one exception to our remark that the most su- 
perior Wrestlers and Pugilists will be f&und be- 
tween thirteen and fourteen stone weight ; we 
answer, not exactly so. We do not think Faw- 
cett could have thrown Adam Dodd, Thomas 
Nicholson, William Richardson, or some others 
we could select, in a number of trials ; on the 
contrary, we are sure the odds would have been 
against him for a single fall ;— but we contend 
these selected Wrestlers ranked higher in that 
exercise, than Cribb, Neate, or Sprino- ever did 
as Pugilists; we would compare them to James 
Belcher, or the Game Chicken, when in their 
prime ; and we presume no pugilistic amateur 
will say the laHer Pugilists were not considered' 
superior to any of the present time, though some 
oiihem undoubtedly rank as first raters. We 
must therefore conclude, that there is either 
more science in back-hold Wrestling, than in 
Pugilism, or that Fawcett is much more entitled 
to the appellation of Nonpareil than Randall. 
Jemmy was partial to getting his left side into 
action and striking from that position. It is not 
consistent with the limited nature of this work 
to dwell longer on the merits of this truly ce- 
lebrated Wrestler, any further than to re- 
mark, that Swaledale, in Yorkshire, was the 
scene of his latest exploits, and in which place 
we believe he is still living. 

The most renowned Wrestler in Westmorland 
l2 
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at this (>eriod was 'JdHK Rarrow, a earpeifi^^ 
who we have been told was a Camberland man. 
Barrow was often employed hi the vicinity of 
Windermere Lake, and being i^ very powerftil 
man, and fulty entitled to rank among the Wry 
first raters, was considered by manv a match tor 
Any man in the kingdom ; and to him it is^sald 
Richardson of Caldbeck was tedtibted for hi* 
favourite method of striking inside. This cfxam* 
j^ion at a considerably subsequent period to fafe 
Celebrity as a Wrestler was unforttmately drown^ 
6d by the upsetting of a boat on Windermere 
Lake. It was rather Temarkable that fiairrow^ 
the only person lost by the accident, wairan e!x-> 
Calient swimmer, and the onlv person In the boat 
who could swim. The accident happening at a 
place of no considerable depth, his foot etther 
stuck ftust in the mud, or getthig entan^d fn 
some excresence attached to the bottom, be 
never rose to the surface of the water, and con- 
«equently perished before he could be relieved. 

Among tnose who immediately succeeded Faw^ 
oett in the vicinity of Alston, the ^ou^Httitd 
fFrank and Tom), were reckoned thiibeiit men 
of their wei^t. Frank was. about the size, or 
rather less than Jemmy, and if not equally' dfeN 
tinguished, was nevertheless considered a very 
extraordinary Wrestler, and gained a great 
number of prizes in different parts of Cmnb#r« 
land. Frank's usual method was a iftoke or 
feint with the Hght foot, the object of which WM 
to facilitate the means of getting his left iMe and 
buttock better in, and by so doing instanttr to 
bring his antagonist over his head ; and withOot' 
his opponent, however powerful, possess^ a 
good knowledge of the art, and was well ac- 
quainted, and consequently aware of Frank's 
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manner, he was generally gone before he had 
time to recollect what he was about. We must 
take our leave of Frank by observing he had a 
strong penchant for the amusement, — was a very 
good one, — and never met with an accident in 
his pursuit of it. Thomas Golightly was not 
quite five feet eight inches high, but was con- 
siderably heavier than his brother, or Jemmy 
Fawcett, being very near a twelve stone man. 
Tom was an excellent Wrestler when seventeen 
years of age, and was considered very near the 
head of the list in the neighbourhood of Alston. 
When in his prime, Tom defeated in a match the 
celebrated Robert Rowan tree, who won the 
prize at Carlisle in the year 1813. He likewise 
distinguished himself at Melmerby, at which 
place he was victor one year, and came second 
the next, Tom some years after he was married 
emigrated westward, and settling at Working- 
ton, wrought for a long time at that place as a 
coal miner in the employ of J. C. Curvven, Esq. 
during which time, though greatly declined from 
what he had been, he won many prizes, and 
maintained the character of an excellent Wrest- 
ler. Procuring employment under the Earl of 
Jjonsdale, Tom left Workington, and settled at 
Whitehaven, where notwithstanding his advan- 
ced age, his predilection for wrestling still con- 
tinuing, he even then augmented the great num- 
ber of prizes he had before won. After working 
some time at Whitehaven, Tom was instantane- 
ously killed in one of the Howgill pits by a tre- 
mendous fall of the roof while employed in as- 
sisting to remove a previous fall To those more 
/conversant with Pugilism than Wrestling, we 
will observe that Tom might be compared as a 
Wrestler to Power, the first conqueror of Carter ; 
l3 
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being: like tfaatpngllM, a emnpl^te master ^ihe 
science, and more diversified in bis metliod of 
wrestling than any other man we ever knew. 
Tom was a very fresh «nd good looking man of 
his age ; and his ocenpation conridered, by no 
means addicted ^o idleness. In the ring, bis 
eonduct deserved, and obtained universal ap^ 
probation ; — he always met his man with a smile, 
was a fair stander, and perfectly ready 1o ae** 
commodate his opponent, with eitiier a tight, or 
a slack hold. Soch was Thomas Odli^htly^ 
whose imtimely death was much regretted by all 
who were acquainted With him. 

In the vicinity of Holm Cultram wreMIng at 
this period still preserved its cotaequmice as afn 
amusement. Although Jt>hn Tinian was tieariy 
told out, his sons, John and Joseph, (particu* 
lariy the latter) were regarded as heroes of n6 
ordinary stamp ; but two Alston men of tte iram6 
of Hall, were considered the dons of BHe«bo« 
rough, Gilcrux, and the adjacient conntr^; They 
were bott) tall activw men^ weigUng upwards of 
thirteen stone, ahd like the majority of their 
countrymen, parthd to buttocking. Josepft, 
commonly called young Job Tinian, to disnn- 
guish him from his uncte, was a more powerful 
man than his Either, weighing when in his 
prime upwards of fifteen stone, and po'ssiessfn^ 
uncommon strength for a man even of that 
weight. J^b was a good buttocker, and an bx^ 
cellent striker ; and if hiscapabiHties as a gnard^ 
er, and quick Wrestler, had corresponded with 
these great essentials, he would have been a 
match for any man in the county. In the vicin* 
ity of Cockermouth, two brothers of the nam* 
of Allison, long ruled tte roast ; and many per- 
sons in that neighbourhood are of bphdotiy that 
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thiHsgh 14^4ir iMen 4imii the gmera^otik^m 
we llav^ noi!eed» rery few in eitifer eoaiil9*^#F» 
able to tlnrow them*. Joseph AUfsoti (or AHiiLii- 
tkm) tbe more noted of HKfm, %s not abore ll¥# 
feetei^ht hiebes high, lind might be somethfngf 
abore twelve stoiiies in-w^ght. Joseph waispan* 
tial to a tight hold, — ^was a good striker, ahd we 
b^iere broaght op to husbandrf ; hfs brothel was 
li^ trade a Maek^mMi. We will elosethisiAoi^ 
biographieal pat'agraph whh obserrhig that 1^ 
Rev. Osbora LitHeton, of BottennerO) was pre*- 
vlottr to hiir entry teto otiets the best Wrestler 
within many miles of Whitehaven. 
' * We shaH now proeieed to notiM a transaction 
which occasionai eonsiderable interest among 
the admirers of this athletic exercise in this iitt* 
mediate vicinity: — We mean Ae arrival of the 
Westmorland milttia, which was stationed at 
Whiteliaven towards the close of tbe sevettteeiNh 
centory. In this regiment were several cel^«- 
brated Wrestlers, among whom we will partie«i- 
larise tlietwO whoso names became most ** fami^ 
liar in men*s mouths** daring the time the re- 
giment remained at Whitehaven. These Were 
Philip Stepheitson and Thomas Madgk. Phil- 
ip was a strong-built mnseular mfan, abotiffive 
feet Qine inches high, and most have weiglied np^ 
wards of fourteen stones. His fame as a Wrfest- 
ler ran before hhn,— his officers' were ready to 
badk him to any amonnt against any man in the 
kltigdom,--^nd in fact, during his residence here 
as a soldfet, he certainly was the most prominent 
hero on the iii^t. Philip was a straight stander", 
and extremely difficult to move from his posi- 
tion ; and this more than*any otliex qualification 
constituted his excellence as a Wrestler. His 
greAt practice had rendered him nearly perfect 
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11^ timifotoi^j^i^mx^ hiai y«cf <ptok in wmk* 
]|^|^«|ieU.«^A«ya4T^ta9» t^ ppeiieiited ita 

jfpt^% ^ ipi topponeati M^^l^ on. tbe oontrM^ 
HUgbt be i^cdted a light we^ht, JNst wasa mwl 
ex^ltofii oatskjle fitriker.f AnMmg tb^ OAigk^ 
ll^iarifig Wfep^era who , eod^i^oared to 4i»pi^e 
ih» fsba^i^f iHfpeminty with tiwae aiiMta^»|Mifti»4 
pi(9a$) 1;ti^£giyemc^hia«a wer6«tbo4p(iMtiH>ii<pio«i« 
pus. The ti^Q«t Boted of these were.WaUianf 
EUbeckf a atoaemasoQ, William Po^aoiiby, a 
bQtch^iTi fuad 'th^.two Rpbepr^^y Joea^ 6«tei:* 
Few likelier ii^ea^han EiU^eokiojr.a W«eatles^af# 
]tafoe fouBd 4 he possessed lengthy <^i|e«i8th9#od 
weight I was confideat of ^ia own powers^ and a 
good outside striker. Ponaoab; wm^ the hmt 
and'olef^o/^st putside striker ever knowa ii|' the 
fireaft of Cumberl^oid, and was by iio^aieaiis|i ti^ 
tie oiie» beiiignot far frott five fe^t ieO' imIu^ 
high? and weighing near fourteen stoae& , JPoih 
sonby mueh resembled Adam Doddasa Wrestler^ 
and was un<|ciestioBably a very first rate» bnt/at 
that time was considered something -^b tbe-die»> 
dine. The Rpberts wew spamthingjess* than 
Ponsonby, hot Joe was considered -^ nearly as 
dangerous a customer tO; get rid of; bek^g^efX*- 
.tremely ready^ and as well up to cFOf y pnanoeur 
yre hpw to get the best of it^ as any man in . the 
Jdqgdom. However after yi^rioiia^ials, tbe red 
coatfrproved th^ maBtei;s. . Intemper#Q^b«Mlj{ir0- 
4djaced its .usual^ effects upon Ponsonbyy Ja^bee^ 
could not force Philip from his position^ and the 
man<eeuvreing of Roberts faUed whe» oppfoised 
to the soperior weight and tactics of the soMiei;. 
The only reverse the military experienced, was 
at Ss^int Bees Moor during the annual races. 
Stephenson's pffieers were somewhat noisy- mr 
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specting hts p^reat capabilities, when a friendly 
wager was offered tliem to produce a man on the 
ground to wrestle him a single fall. The offer 
was immediately accepted, and Philip eager to 
be at work soon appeared in the ring fully pre- 
pared for action, and anxiously expecting his 
opponent. After waiting some time, Ponsonby, 
the man selected for the trial, entered to him, 
rather the worse, or probably the better, for the 
" water of life" which had been plentifully ad- 
ministered to him; but no solicitations could 
prevail upon him to strip. Fully satisfied that if 
he won the fall it must be without loss of time, he 
chose to decide the business with his clothes on. 
The quickness and impetuosity of Ponsonby's at- 
tack carried all before it. Notwithstanding the 
boasted guard of the soldier, his neck and shoul- 
ders instantly exchanged situations with his feet. 
Philip was up in a moment and anxious for a- 
nother trial, but Ponsonby was not to be had, his 
friends had carried him off in triumph, and Philip 
was obliged to wait for another opportunity of 
balancing accounts with him. The last meeting 
between the Westmorland militia and the Egre- 
mothians was at Bigrig Moor, a place nearly 
equidistant from Whitehaven and Egremont; 
and this we well remember, was the first prize we 
ever saw wrestled for. Philip had his revenge 
on Ponsonby, and finally threw Eilbeck, who in 
the course of the wrestling threw Madge. After 
the disbanding of the militia, Philip and Madge 
both returned to Whitehaven, where Madge still 
remains, being employed as a top-man about the 
collieries. Stephenson likewise remained in the 
neighbourhood many years, and wrought at his 
trade, which was a mason or waller. Philip often 
exhibited in the ring after his return, but the sal- 
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different persons* Hb mogt fpriiii4at|le tr«iti^wer« 
undoubtedly, gone, and be wai. fireqaenilx 
jtbrown by men very far inferior .to tbone. ^ 
bad 1t>efore vanquisbed. He continued wx^^siiiMg 
occasionally, till we wbo had rega^rd^d him wim 
admiratiop whena mere lad, once or t.w?o^- IRC4 
him in the ring, when ranking higher op tb^ Uit 
than any man he had previously >ncoalM^r^i;T• 
the result need not be toldi |or .aoipb ^e». ihe 
changes of a few years ! ... 

After the departure of the militia the b^roen 
of Egremont were not long ip finding, otbon;* 
eager to contest the palm o| superiority wilh 
them even upon their own ground. It is pro^ 
bable they were becoming rather stal^, I^ut^wt 
ever that might be it was soon evident that they 
were no match for their new rivals frQmtha 
neighbourhood of Cleator. These were . Jaha 
Blackstock and J. Wilkinson, both miU9r^> from 
the border of the Holm^ and the celebrated Jokn 
StaintoUi just then rising into notice. WiLkJugK 
son was a more powerful n^an ih^ix Blac^toek* 
but the latter was considered , the b^.Uer Wte^ 
ler. Blackstock,^as |i well made aotive majsiran 
bout five feet nine inches higb^^ai^d i^ll^out.tUrleea 
•tones in weight, and was one. of the vecy fewi 
who use ibe ri^t buttock eff^tiv^ly^ ^tiUii*^ 
t^n however soon became the st^ pf th$t i^e%)H 
bpnrfaood, apd before he wi^^;tvrepiy years #£ 
age had. gained above that number of prl^i^l 
and thpugh in his novitiate had been very seldom, 
thrown. His fame and conquests increasing, ha 
^oon becimie the unrivalled champion, of tbi^ 
vicinity, and was matched to wrfustle five fal)si 
with any mi^n in Cupiberland. The herp chosen, 
to .oppose, him wa$ Ja^ob. Fletcb^i fro^i, tbe^ 
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Mi^onrhot^d of MiHlicelMii, AM' tile place 
fixed open for this dii^Iay of science wiui Atleo 
don Mik^r^ about four mites eal^ of Whiteiiaven. 
The first trial proved Ibngj and was severely 
i5c^ tested. fiach I0inff against the other |, 
neitliier of tbem ootild make any thing like a 
»/^o*e, and FletiJfrer frequently tried to ham 
withotit effect. Aft<^r a desperate struggle, the 
holds getting looser, Fletcher sticci^ed in 
throwing his opponent over his buttock. Stain- 
ton won the secohd &1I in good style, but 
Fletcher gained the remaining three falls succes-' 
sively, by bnttocking him. This cjontest excited' 
great interest at the time,, and notwithstandiiig 
the restilt, much difference of opinion existed 
whether was the better' man. It was urged by 
tbe friends of the loser, that owing to overwork- 
ing hithself while mowing, he had in a few days 
declined frOm upwards of fifteen stones to four- 
teen ; and that he had the misfortune to break 
one of his greiat toes the first contest. On the 
other hand the friends of Fletcher asiserted he 
was the heavier and stronger man, except in the 
arms, and that he was awe to throw Stainton at 
any time. Both of the men were about six feet 
high, and the truth of the matter was, that 
i^ireitgth was the most distinguished character- 
istic of the contest, and that very little science or 
good wrestling was displayed by either of the 
combatants. Stainton was a good lifter, lind 
intent upon doing so, but never attempted 
ail inside stroke, arid knew nothing of but- 
locking ; accordingly, when he was unable^ 
to take Fletcher from the ground, it could 
not fail to turn the scale against him. Fletch- 
er was the more powerml man, but by no 
means so fair a stanaer ; and we think, candidly 
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•pfffldiiiigiit'vvM to Hnl^ n^wwu tiiiee M «iwh ^g 
any others tkeyicti^yy nv^^ 4^ be.tttfibutod*' His 
oBly glaroke F«ui iaaide wkb^^lie i^li^ kae^ivi^liji^h 
ift cerli4nly a vary, bad opie Ui a4(a9»pt. whea op- 
posed ito « man of e^qual poin^erf.imt be waa-^o 
oontemptiUe bamer, and for so powcp'ftil a^fayuoi, 
a^gopd^uttocker. After the wager was depi4fd> 
t^e waa some excellent WrestUpg fiM? a bett» 
wbioh was won by Henry Dixoiiit 6«»i ihei 4m- 
medMe neigbbourbood, tbrowlog at tbe last Ji>- 
aeph Bn8bby> of Mockc[rl(in» a coa^paai^Vtpf 
Fletober'S) taller, and nearly / of e^al celebrity 
"-witb him; — the above. four do$m of their day 
were all hnsbandmen. 

In ' pursuing tbe above jMrogtepfiive cdue of 
Wrestling, we have ^got within tbe limits, of tbe 
eighteentii century, and are consequently ap- 
proaching the great era of the CarUde Wrestling 
in 1809.^ Before commencing o«r acooniit of 
these truly celebrated meeUngs, we wiU bjii^fly 
notice a very few transactions which Jovobre 
the names of some Wrestlers who never entered 
the Carlisle ring, and who were so well known 
as Wrestlers, as to render our account somewltfit 
imperfect without some notice of them.' 

For three or four succcMBsive years there <were 
Public Bridals at Lorton, which occasioned the 
attendance of many celebrated Wrestlers from 
different parts of the county. Tbe first of these 
we will notice was in tbe year 1806 ; the laM iall 
was disputed between Jacob Fletcher of Mook- 
erkin, and William Armstrong of Tallentire. The 
latter was an excellent -Wrestler, but near .three 
stones lighter than his opponent, and as m^ny 
inches shorter. He was particularly good at 
striking inside with the left leg, and on this 'Oc- 
cai^on was considered to have the best of the 6dl 
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-in question . Fletcher however refused io ^ive 
Jit op, and in the course of the evening both par- 
ties agreed to decide the matter by another tri- 
al ; when, after a well-contested struggle, the 
three great advantages of length, weight, and 
-strength prevailed, and Fletcher was declared 
'the conqueror. Fletcher was a very quiet and 
•well-behaved man, and if not diversified in ac- 
'iion, wais so well versed in the science that we 
have heard him assert he was never vanquished 
An a number of trials, and never wrestled a dis- 
puted fall over again without winning it. In 
\wrestling through the ring on that day, he threw 
jthat truly formidable character, Thomas Bell, 
for some time a schoolmaster at Bassenthwaite, 
and afterwards at Keswick. Bell at that period 
•ranked higher as a Wrestler, and we believe as 
Boxer, than any man in the two counties. la 
him were united all the qualifications which 
constitute a finished Wrestler, or Pugilist. He 
possessed youth, length, strength, courage, ac- 
-tivity, and science, fully equal, if not superior, 
> to any hero of that, or any other time of mo- 
dern date, and there is no doubt, if he had re- 
TOained in the county, he would have shone as 
^'0, star of the first magnitude. In the situation he 
[^*hen filled, he was considered a very good scho- 
• lar, but at times, unfortunately for himself, he 
'deviated from that propriety of conduct always 
^'texpected from those in his situation. We have 
the greatest reason to believe he was the master 
of Richardson of Caldbeck, then in his prime, 
and whom he resembled in his manner of wrest- 
ling, the inside being his favourite aim. Soon 
after the period alluded to, Bell emigrated to 
America, where we have been informed he has 
succeeded in establishing himself comfortably. 

M 
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-tf^df^ trialii''^tfliidrr/I'toteher'!«l&ee€MH-iD;ftr 
Imsti&f ao«oiito6dkfii>ii»'<!tet «aiiiM>tiBp«ffe4kA- 

^•s)»i4id;^»0nieaffirailD|r Fletcher lu^ttot^ille 
-toflidtKArato^'iftlidotherg; raim>p g : iw>h o M iwfay'»fce 
«««lAd^ated^iP[e««flteri linselfJhisiirtftfaK^iMbii^dte 

- ^ t tf *tbe ' ^ frtt yf^ tog ^^itms .wbaxs^lfi;^ tSOTyrwMNrii 
Man bne cfiafldred artMniraity Wrasii^siifr«m 
tHff^ettl pm^oi^ th»» cotrntyt ^ntered'^theaillig^i t» 
i^nlefl^fd^* a v«lpy HiibdsUie iMttt iiHilhTplMM 
jMii^l6i|t«iifidM4itei«;^ 4)le 'sbme; Wflii'am: Anrt- 
littiraf ^wboi i^dMlsted*^i0 ^Ust^ftM nwMi; Jdtab 

«& MnoKgetf om tfaii^ OGCwdomr-^ Ifa Mvioai Wa 
4hfotrgh itfa^'iiag "ffiih tnuUh to)ftt^iaQdftlli<Mi|^ 
ttBinqi]fllli<i*V^s^<^**^^ ^rfte^livlottttteriioarelB 
ifr tlOf^ «id«te6t ; ooiytenflfiii^ fftfkt^riri^objpt^bp^cd^ 
|K«(;'ail«l tbou^kitbe7ad.iatttagMiii%itieeiptafaly 

of wit&Mtiidiffiba%." i Thiffnthihnke.%mlfttiaiB 
^^ e^ft "ifiVeiKieli i«Y 'Wittla9i$Mntrrc»aiii|^ dbA»dJiMi> 
f^ur-yLfiid* th^ '^ell-^kni^WB' .'Jdinir rBt&mmMpggy 
(i^'1Pafeterd£d6?vwa{» .-^ «rBtr4naHi e^Mittiteitt 
Stoikfflg^ wis uifkikOXf^tfigBA hf afel i«lilr/(k]ie# 
htmto be an &icd«lleiit ^Ip^lfterj «ifd)i«)ai«iorii 
t>iiMicti!arly kdowir i64 bein^^tfteriuAitaaror of 
Xjtw^g^ Stamirer, of If ^9vlaild«p « iretf^i^fipeffiit 
ifitfn, [and tbe diil{^ Wi^riMnQ t<seiib«li0V)^, Arho 
eV^ vati^tstfdf^ b^Hi TKtenv t«idbolBfo and 
Wlltiain IKicbardt^OD 'Wttfaout beif^'at wime tai^ 
t^r^^toe d%f(^ated by 'ttiem.' Q»rownrij|gr ttw 
pY^xiX kbe «iie^ * "Of- ' WlliHini ATm^alr ottjp, Mid oott- 
8ii(}ai9tttily"im^tio0aiit«rlny Ui^,^thei i ' 
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of length and strength were against him : — this 
well known Wrestler died some time ago. 

We will not dwell much upon the numerous 
meetings in this vicinity in which we ourselves 
played the first fiddle. We shall only observe,; 
that in 1808, Blake Fell races, which had laid- 
dormant for many years, were revived ; and the . 
weather proving favourable, they were well at- 
tended. Having carried off the prize with much 
ease the first day, a most determined opposition, 
often spoken of, was contrived against the en- 
suing day. The writer, with considerable 
adroitness, managed to call in against us, suc- 
cessively, no less than seven of the best Wrest- 
lers upon the ground, among whom were Jo'- 
seph Bushby, of Mockerkin, and the two best of 
the younger Tinians, John and Joseph. Not- 
withstanding this deep-laid scheme, their oppo- 
sition proved of no avail, as none of these se- 
lected champions appeared to have the least 
chance of arresting our career of victory. 
We have elsewhere observed that the best wrest- 
ling in the west of Cumberland was on Ar- 
lecdon Moor, where one, two, and sometimes 
three prizes were given every year; one of 
them, for a number of years, amounting to two 
guineas. On that Moor we were never thrown 
from the year 1805 to the year 1815; during 
which time we either won, or could have won, 
all the prizes, if we except one carried off 
by William Mackereth, of Cockermouth, in 
1814 ; for which we did not wrestle ; therefore 
how that event might have terminated, can 
remain matter of opinion only. However, in- 
dependent of that circumstance, the multipli- 
city of our victories there, sufficiently evince, 
that, although we were sometimes thrown in 
m2 
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tie w^tot Cottibiflatta, our iHSlsi^ ko:vi^k$mdtm 
owing to darele»»ti#fl8, or acctdont,' th«li td^ aitf ^ 
tHipeHwiiyy or er^tt e^/mditf, ^f ^H^km vfko 
threw iii;^As the oai&e ^ ^ery' #itber cele^ 
brated Wreirtler within the elglbt6eiith benttir^ 
will oootir, either in our Revierw of the Wreirtlhig 
at Aqibleside, Carlisle, Penrith, or Kegwick^> 
raoes^ or in the Biographical RemaiiLg on those 
whO' do, wo wiU imm^diatelT proceM to the 
methodical cottsideralion of tneb, with thiS' 
prelimfijlary ob6ervation,i^that the- aHort- me^'^ 
n(Hyir» Annexed to some of the moet/Gelebrie^^ 
ted, will be fonnd in th4t J{>eriod of our^ Re- 
Tiew, where ev^ry mdoh Wrestler has last env^ 
tered any of the riqgt in qnestion for the pnr*^ 
pose of wrestling. ** *'■ 
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Review of the Ambleside, Carlisle, Penrith; 
*' and Keswick fVr€Stling\ from their com' 
/ mencement to the year 1823, 

Previous to the year 1809 the wrestling in the 
vieioity of Ainbleside, and throughout the Lake 
circuit in general, was considered very inferior 
to that usually witnessed about Penrith, and the 
greatest part of Cumberland. It was, probably, 
through a laudable desire to remedy this defi- 
ciency, and to bring this manly exercise into 
more general estimation that J. Wilson, Esq. a 
gentleman then residing at Elleray, and who 
was e^ptremely attached to many athletic amuse- 
ments, through a conviction of their utility, by 
his own liberality and example promoted the 
donation of a larger sum of money to wrestle for 
at the annual sports near Ambleside in the year 
1809, than had ever been known at any prece- 
ding period in that part of Westmorland. Among 
the competitors collected to contend for this 
liberal prize, was Thomas Nicholson of Threli- 
keld, in Cumberland, then in the height of his 
provincial reputation. We say provincial^ be- 
cause it was previous to what might be termed 
his attainment of the comparative metropolitan 
stamp by his repeated victories at Carlisle, 
Nicholson was the winner of this prize, throw- 
ing a distinguished Wrestler of the name of 
Dixon, and the two well known Wrestlers, Row- 
land and John Long. It is however due to that 
impartiality which ought to be the invariable 
m^xim of every historical writer to observe, that 
there were, and^e/ are, many in the vicinity of 
Ambleside that witnessed the contest who posi- 
tively affirm he had no right to it. Their opinion. 
US 
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of toe 9teward8» ihftt, the fittia^qoaBtiiui w«s 
considered not fair, as they deeidM for anotiber 
trial. This, Dixon conseious of his lnferioritV| 
declined) and eoascfqnently Nidbobon was di-i 
•tared the «tander> and was ihm alti4ate iFMftr/ 
Notwith^nding the iMigoMvide of «b«^iMae« liie 
•ompetttons were- not 'nitiii^i>o<iiS) ^and' tii# ^Mk^- 
tests betlTMn NicholsM aii4 the 4f«rti Mmh^ 
were ^onsid«red ibfB priiielpal attraetionr HT A» 
day. , • '•-.■. : w. ..'... ,* 

' Inflneneed by the sitee motires Vhieh olSM* 
sioned the above display ttt Ambleside, a IsHtth 
mord eonsiderAblesom was^ by tiba sea!^ afti ^ifcr* 
ample of Mr. Henry Pearson, ^H^lor mt €iiiu 
lisle, ooHeeled to wrestle Amt during ik9 ^Hb^tA 
that aneieni cHy. Prevloiis ij& ' thts^tfieriMi 
wrestling4a the immediate Ti«Aeiltf %V Gm^isie 
wttsin niy very great eieMbiiatioJi j-^wtti^aeMfan 
viteessed, and ecmieqiieiitly donld ridt^lM inly 
ttppreeiaied : and 'it was probably owlir|^^t6 iSm 
diroumstanee, that there was not^aiN' WreHH^ 
of oelebrity, either in the «lty' itoelJ; orwftlM 
some miles of it: tbetoforof vMwifliMandlttg ilie 
novelty of sneh an exhibition' on "Ihe Swifts^ imd 
the very handsome sum satweribed) the eompeii^ 
tors were noi unnsnally numerons. > Awong 
these however, from' what iriight be caUed mes^ 
fron^ Csrliste, were the celebrated ANAaw^dton 
of <3aldbeek5 and Thlis. Niohotoon of ThreUMd^ 
and Arom the Me#, the eqnaUy' dlstingniehM 
R<>bert Rowantree, from the neighboorhoede -of 
BiMv^iod^^ andth^ Eaf4B,<of Cumwithitoiii.' As 
some wagers were dependkig whether Ihe^viM 
would be earvled (Hiii i^rtees^/ U was d^m«d 
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desirable that the best Wrestlersoii either side, 
should not encounter each other till ths close of 
the contest. Accordingly in wrestling through 
the ring, Nicholson successively threw the eas- 
tern heroes above alluded to, and in conse- 
quence of some dispute arising respecting the 
fall between them, he threw Rowantree a second 
time with such ease as to convince the amateurs 
of his superiority over him. The same good 
fortune did not attend Richardson, he was thrown 
by a noted Wrestler of the name of Harrison ; 
and Harrison was the final opponent of Nichol- 
son, who by throwing him for the prize, was en- 
titled to rank higher as a Wrestler than any man 
in the county. 

The gentlemen of Penrith, well aware of the 
universal satisfaction the revival of this truly 
British amusement had given to all ranks at Car» 
lisle, determined to adopt the same means of in- 
creasing the popularity of the ensuing races at 
that town ; and Dr. Pearson, brother to Mr. 
Pearson of Carlisle, exerting himself in the busi- 
ness, it was attended with corresponding suc- 
cess. As Penrith was deemed a kind of central 
situation between Carlisle and Ambleside, and 
situate in a much more noted country for wrest- 
ling than either of them, the competitors for 
that prize were more numerous than at the 
other places. From Nicholson's previous suc- 
cess, — the established character Richardson had 
, long possessed, — and the celebrity Harrison had 
acquired by throwing him at Carlisle, these three 
heroes were considered by the amateurs to stand 
the best chance for the prize. But " 'tis not in 
mortids to command succes.s," for however much 
they might deserve it, they were all thrown at 
the close of the third round ! and the prize was 
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won byd lad.ofthe name of Golding* said tob€^ 
only eightQen years of age !!! The man whou^ 
(folding last threw was Paul Gedlin, from Cul-i 
gaith, who by all aeeouats, had at that time woa 
as many prizes as Richardson himself, many 
more than Nicholson, and was as good a Wresti 
ler as either of them. Some time previous to this 
he had been matched to wrestle Richardson five 
falls, for five guineas aside, though more than a 
stone below his weight. The parties met ac- 
cording to appointment, but the wager was 
never determined, owing to some disagreement 
about the holds. Our accounts respecting this 
meeting do not coincide ; some affirm that each 
man won a fall, and others that one fall only 
was wrestled, which was won by Richardson. 
However that might be, the fact was, that Ged* 
lin was the better loose-hold Wrestler, and 
Richardson was anxious for a tighter hold than 
he would allow to be fair ; and on the other 
hand, Richardson did not choose to risk his re» 
putation and his friend's money with a slack 
hold, against an adversary whom he knew he 
could throw with a tight one. Gedlin was rather 
advanced in years when thrown by Golding, 
but was always considered a very superior 
Wrestler and had won a great many prizes. In 
the course of the wrestling alluded to, he threw 
John Nicholson, brother to Tom, who had pre* 
viously thrown Richardson on that occasion. 
Harrison we believe visited Liverpool soon after, 
and making one ring a very ostensible reason for 
never entering another in quest of athletic re- 
nown, we must here take our final leave of him. 
As for Golding, the very young and unexpect- 
ed winner of this prize, although no doubt a 
very promising youth, and at that time heavier 
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than Nicholson, yet it would be absurd to sup- 
pose he was an equal match for several of the 
competitors on that occasion. His most formid- 
able point as a Wrestler, was a very vigorous 
assault outside with the left leg. A short time 
after this conquest at Penrith, he wrestled a- 
gainst T. Nicholson for a belt ; the result was 
what might naturally be expected from the 
celebrity of that hero. In the course of that, or 
the ensuing year, Golding removed to London, 
and distinguished himself for the annual prize 
given there during the Easter holidays, for the 
young men from Cumberland and Westmorland 
to wrestle for. 

In the year 1810, the patrons of the Amble- 
side wrestling disseminated hand bills all over 
the country to announce that a bell of consider- 
able value and five guineas, would be given to 
wrestle for at their annual sports at the head 
of Windermere Lake. The competitors how- 
ever did not exceed sixteen couple, one half of 
whom were merely nominal. At this meeting 
we were present, as were Thomas and John 
Nicholson, and Joseph Slack from Blencow ; 
all of course from Cumberland. The Westmor- 
land competitors were the same Nicholson had 
vanquished the preceding year, with the acces- 
sion of Henry Chapman, a Bampton man, and 
Miles Dixon, a brother to the two already no- 
ticed in the year 1809. John Nicholson was 
thrown by Rowland Long, but both he and his 
brother were again thrown by T. Nicholson. 
Chapman was defeated both for the prize and a 
subsequent wager by Slack, who laid down to T. 
Nicholson ; but on the other hand, Miles t)ixoa 
threw us, and finally Nicholson. The cir- 
cumstance ©f Dixon throwing two of the very 
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tbatielibby:- llibhotoMPwa0 Iw jltmti|g«i^ to<Mi^ 

tetdf&'j^fhat&et, i& this in^aaiefe <ioii#iKilMi^ 
his f d^ftttt b^ relfitetiag' hi|4 ^eatlBhisid ^rejifedtiiti^ 
Ms hold, as'«hl'odgii hisiiefflij^ti^eiili^th^i pM^^ 

hlm^^owii ^ii^thoti^ a siii^lo^tragi^r^i jy^fi^^ 
srf¥ed^^ wrc^oht^Hd that l>isbEi tddtftvt^Htionlfo;^ 
dotir I^On^the i^^iIqUj^ <^^«obtaigt'b6tK<«^f|^ 
as he had a firm hold of the waistbkfid' «N^tb€^ 
ln^ridi^cUArfai^tbew|i(d^ti]|ter'4^fithe. 'Wi^ei^e. 
NotWia6ti^a3%thislii^(mlonUU»€id«riiiitag^ tke^ 
residiwaa forJ^onkeitinM exifiniiely 4iujbkm;»^ ' Iiii 
Abrty rm wUha^ev thatimte^had' iuoh' fiJMl^l^ 
uhrfait* p&tyifts reA^ddrdiss^aoeiiipoQ tbos«l %b9^ 
slmiltt ^hat^4cl)ee».thei'timpiyiig;>i>]»1to'oi^lt6d4^ 
a0>vr0 serm^l tiiafNpLdaskddJiite i^t^ilit'tilfiJlitd 
otmitl^peftkAeBi. anddiKcteolai^^ iliat -tortile .fa4»if 
ot 6tii bbUdf ^ tl»t/(firoiim)itai»ce alonoi <pr« vefH t^ 
U8v.#oiipJ<lir<wri% Jhirfi^; li^ftwUhe: victory iWi^ 
dei^diid^VKotftlDixbii/^ititiUB jri:ieBd^r0ftlseB> i^ 
abe^t ^<lt0O^^i>nrMsr)<id «9f97fQrioat9i|igl» ^lali 

iThe giraat attpni^ifoA oHilheqOilAi^i^jtf^im^ 
wast thli-^r <Mly)iiia«iife8tMnttyf . ac gn^fei^^^^ 
satDfblageiof pedplidoi the^JSiilfte^lia&^'^su^ i*^^ 
piJ9Vfc«ttIy TemetaAteire4;i' 1falb££brli Hf fiomiiili^ 
ga^4^iSte^iDeas 1;^ tbw«t^eaiaaliBG^bed byitli^^ 
gtntitomaa of e4lrHsibii "'Iliat^ttfj pri«eo wa^ d^ 
g?8in' Ifvmi %fNfbbd]«oi^o JiMo^d tfesHffrls^ ithli^ ye^ft< 
tb?«^<itUiHo«bMtbMAlsd^ iRtdb^Nl^^ 

80Ti^i»ittro^i«D<r(i»^oil(Ie:sQd^^ adttie'iIi^VtT 

soi»^f9d6^pi%i4fouric«lj0lmtjrp4^ ^ofi>itte'^ 
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second prize which was contested for by the six- 
teen last standers in great style ; throwing at the 
last, Joseph Slack, who had likewise wrestled 
the last fall for the first prize. Being the IcLst 
loser for both of these prizes, certainly was as 
creditable to Slack as a Wrestler, as if he had 
won one of them. Slack though only about five 
feet eight inches high, was a heavier man than 
Nicholson, but Tom's length gave him such ad- 
vantages that Slack never could do any thing 
with him. He was however justly entitled to 
the appellation of a first rate Wrestler, and 
though not considered a match for Richardson, 
had thrown him more than once in the n^gh- 
bourhood of Greystoke, at which place the late 
Duke of Norfolk frequently gave prizes, par- 
ticularly buckskin breeches, to wrestle for. 
Slack was rather addicted to rambling, — had won 
many prizes in different parts of the county, and 
continued to wrestle occasionally for many years 
after the period alluded to ; but as we do not 
think he ever entered himself as a candidate for 
any capital prize afterwards, his name or exploits 
will not again occur in the subsequent part of 
this work. 

The Ambleside wrestling in 1811 was, we be- 
licv^e, better attended than on either of the two 
preceding years. Miles Dixon did not wrestle, 
and therefore Nicholson who was again present 
had no opportunity of settling the last year's 
accounts with him. Tom, however, as early as 
the second round had to encounter a much more 
formidable opponent than ever Miles Dixon was, 
in the person of John Lowden, from the neigh- 
bourhood of Keswick. Lowden, although at 
that time scarcely at his best, was not on good 
termswithTom, and on that account purposely 
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tbr«w hhMMf AgMnblWi^VAti^ H was aitrilll 
after three 8MdeMli« nM >keettl]f(iebM^te«4 IHtld 
IftdUdtebp^c^rtfaiit M'lcAiolsM'^^t rkT df HM 
irooMeisOHM custotter. I««^iriMiK w«i^ odt'siitfiU 
fied wHh ibe dfftereiit decMoM. Hi indeed n^ 
tttdwledred that l\>m w%tf ' th^ last fiill, but 
Abui^bt himself iblly ' eiltilled to ' the flrai :---4be 
aeebndibeifi* eoMidered a46^fall. Tom in the 
B^trotrttithrewRti^linidljo^ bbbi- 

laAiOtTmwti by J^im>Dofig'fD'tbe*ftNsifHb int^od^ 
L^Dg waa now arrived tieat liie^^ead of •bi^'jMr*' 
ifcey^ bot ^proved tnbable to relGioh it ; being thiroim 
by William Madkereth^ ^ Coekermouth iad; 
then working at Ws^b^inc^ (<a masony with 
Nioh<rfs6n, ami on that aooonnt bad accompani- 
ed htm to the fi^d df honour. ■ • « 

H isnniverstflfy allowed that the ring at Oar- 
IMatiHa year oontd boast of a greater number ^of 
tfmt-mte Wtefertlers^ tlia^ erer entered any otimr 
rfn^ til the kingdom. WresAhdg ' wa» now tto 
abknowledged gt^and^orce of attraetion at that 
{flace, and all ranka Bo^itaed to eohiolde In 
ttie opfaion, that it was enttlled, in a national 
point of View, to take tbe load of every other 
amusement. Even the worthy and redpectoble 
proprietor and editor, of the Cumberland Pac- 
quet, who scarcely ever aolioed any athletic 
achievement in the ring, began 1o think the snb^ 
jeot worthy of honourable mention^ and weiw- 
cordhigly select tbe following paragrapbii frioat 
that paper of the M ofOctebery 1811 >-- - 
i «< Carlisle fFre^^eUng.— On the first day of the 
raoes> SO ^ineas were wrestled, for on the 
Swifts, In a roped ring, «^sixty yards diameter. 
Wo never witnessed so fine an eirhibition^f agil- 
ity and oerve, or a diversion that gave such 
uoivorsal < ^tislaetiOtt« * Tbe peaoeaUe ' depott^ 
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ment of the different combatants cannot be too 
highly praised, as they submitted in all dubious 
jfalls, in the most implicit manner, to the deci- 
sion of the umpire. — The wrestling was most 
severely contested, in the presence of nearly 
12,000 people, by some of the most sinewy and 
^active youths, that we ever saw enter a ring. 
We observed amongst the spectators, the Mar- 
iQuis of Queensberryj the Earl of Lonsdale, Lord 
iLowther, Sir James Graham, (of Netherby) Sir 
:^ames Graham, (of Kirkstone) Henry Fawcett, 
i^sq, of Portland Place, together with a great 
.concourse of other Gentlemen. We understand 
.the Lord Lieutenant expressed his most unquali- 
fied approbation of the diversion ; and will an- 
nually give it his support, as long as there is not 
any riot or confusion, which we may venture to 
pledge ourselves, will never be the case, as the 
.wrestlers are in general the sons of respectable 
.yeomen and farmers, in this and the adjoining 
counties, and not like prize iBghters, collected 
from the dregs of the people. 

" Want of room prevents us giving the names 
of the different wrestlers ; but we understand the 
.first prize was won by Thomas Nicholson, of 
Threlkeld, near Keswick ; who is esteemed one 
of the best thirteen stone wrestlers in the king- 
dom. — John Richardson, of Staffield Hall, near 
Kirkoswald, gained the second prize, and is 
allowed by judges to be inferior to no man as 
a wrestler, (being the favourite at setting to), but 
he did not wrestle with such luck, through the 
ring, for the first prize, as the Champion. He 
was thrown by one Robert Rowantree, from 
. Bewcastle, in one of the severest struggles ever 
witnessed ; both being fourteen stone wrestlers, 
Jhey shewed uncommon muscle when stripped, 

N 
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and Richardson wai thrown 1>y k ft^^S^^W 
iA« Afjpy followed wfhyB, sweeping crosyJbiiki^ 
— Sir James Graham, of Netherby, and Humjite- 
rey Senhonse, jun. £jsq. of NetherhalUsubsdi^^ed 
five guineas, and Lord Lowther and Henry Fa^* 
cett, Elsq. eaieh two guineas, towards this ath- 
letic diversion, so much excelled in by our Tore- 
fathers.'* 

In respect to Nicholson's wrestling through 
the ring this third successive year of unequalled 
triui^ph, we must be allowed to observe, that 
though entitled to every credit, his progress was 
more smooth than he could possibly have antici- 
pated. His first &11 was gained under such cir* 
cumstances as not to entitle it to the appellation 
of a wresUe. Watson who had thrown Rowland 
Long the first round, laid down to him in the 
second. In the third he threw Jordan, a well 
Ichown Wrestler from the east of Penrith. In 
the fourth, W. Earl. In the fifth he accommo- 
dated matters with Douglas, a very likely man 
and just in his prime, from Caldbeck ; and in the 
jBixth threw his old opponent John Earl. We will 
in tj^is place briefly notice some of the most noted 
men wno will not again come under our eonsi- 
deration« The William Richardson alluded to 
te the aboy-e quotation was certainly a very cele- 
brated Wresder, and we have heard, had once 
an intention of advertising himself to wrestle any 
man in the kingdom. Wrestling, it is to be obser- 
ved, is extremely different from boxing in respect 
to such challenges. A Wresiler stakes a trifling 
sum of money on the qualifications he naturally 
jpossesses, and the science he has acquired, that 
ne cannot be excelled ip what he himself has pur- 
sued, and what the world in general regards as 
an amusement \ on the other hand, pugilism is 
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Bprofession^ and on the good or bad success of 
a contest, depends the comfort, and sometimes 
the subsistance of the pugilist and his family. Be- 
ing present we can vouch for the accuracy of 
this hero being the favourite for the first prize, 
and some were even so confident of his capabili- 
ties as to take him against the field I this partiality 
we presume was more owing to his education 
and connexions being superior to those of Wrest- 
lers in general, than to his individual merit as a 
Wrestler. We admit that his requisites entitled 
him to stand on equal grounds with awy other 
competitor, but against siwh a field was indeed 
an overwhelming preference. With his celebra- 
ted namesake from Caldbeckwe believe he had 
never contended, and with Nicholson only 
once. It is true on that occasion the fall was 
given in his favour, but he was not on fair 
grounds entitled to it : — it was a complete snap 
in every sense of the word, but Kirkoswald being 
the scene of action, his friends were averse to his 
giving Nicholson another chance, otherwise we 
are informed, that he had no objections to 
wrestling over, and was very ready to admit that 
he did snap. He was in our opinion as likely a 
man for wrestling as we ever saw, being upwards 
of fourteen stone weight, and six feet three inches 
high ; he generally struck outside with his right 
foot, and followed it up if occasion required with 
his left side. He did not at Carlisle, though the 
winner of the second prize, fall in with any that 
could be considered an equal opponent except 
Rowantree ; but he wrestled an extra fall for 
two guineas with a man of the name of Arm- 
atrong, but better known by the appellation of 
Solid Oak, who was upwards of six feet high, and 
without appearing particularly fleshy, or cor- 
n2 
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test Rfobardson oh mltl^^pi^%f|ij^rtA>fe^^ 
coll and go idt>wn'firomi'lf We mtty sd* ekfHhMII^ 
the solidity of Ms bpp6nfeiif; Wtib '^hui;' fHtttdirt' 
exception considered!^ tlie strongeiM' «Mtti M* ^tf 
north of En^rad. RiehaiQsdn' {HrttbhMj^ itiW 
not rightly consldeir ttiis; ainiP sd b^dMl^ tUM^ 
timof Ws aim' iemet\^,''&iVer^^ r^se^ 

ought to' have b^n difibri^ttt; a\$ <M«'!tlMP'bMtff 
tiirown by tlowafatiree^and tti^tiefit^i llif^^ t<^ 
conqtreror of Richardstra <m* rats* dccasldli, 4» 
not rank so %igli in the esrtitijlvHbijt of tbtKie^ -yfM 
ftom an equal kA<Hv)ed^e 6f both the niec^ fl^tttf 
^e exercise, ^tfffat be, cpiiddered ^onipettBllt 
judges of their cdrnj^afatiyls inei^it9. " * ' • 

As this was the last year in which John and- 
William Earl acted a distinguished part in the 
Carlisle wrestling, it is but justice to remark that 
they both, particularly the former, greatly con- 
tributed to render the exercise worthy of the 
Patronage it received. They were about thir- 
teen stone men, and had gained a great many 
prizes. When the Carlisle wrestling commenced, 
John had a family, and was past that time of 
life in which men in general get out of practice, 
and often decline wrestling. Notwithstanding 
this disadvantage, Nicholson was the only man 
Of his weight who appeared equal to him as a 
tTrestler, for he this year threw Scott twice, 
who gained the prize the succeeding year, and 
who had previously thrown Richardson of Cald- 
beck. He was particularly noted for slipping 
from his side or breast, and consequently par- 
tial to loose holds. . -^ 

This was Iikewi»^ th6 liift yettr tt tHaj^^ 
cholson himself ever ' entered' a' rfcg W\ 
for 4 priz^. The circumstdik^e of TcM' i 
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away the prize for three successive years will 
best speak his merits as a Wrestler, He did not 
want half an inch of six feet, and generally 
weighed about twelve stone and eight pounds. 
Boxiana remarks, *ahe great similarity of Jem 
Belcher's portrait to a most distinguished hero 
on the Continent (Bonaparte) is truly curious ;" 
—the likeness however of the former distin- 
guished pugilist to Tom Nicholson is much more 
. so, as the former likeness must have been con- 
fined to the head and /ace, while in the latter it 
is preserved through the whole frame, as there 
was not one quarter of an inch difference be- 
tween their height, nor as far as we can judge, 
a single pound in their weight ; both weighing 
from twelve stone six pounds, to thirteen stones. 
Nor was this resemblance in person, though cer- 
tainly very remarkable, more so than the similar^ 
ity visible in the different contests in which they 
were engaged. We have heard Nicholson as- 
sert that he was as good a man before he was 
twenty years of age, as at any succeeding peri- 
od : — this was exactly the case with Belcher, 
who was at the same age open to all England. 
If an amusement like Wrestling can entitle any 
of its professors to the appellation of Champion^ 
the victor at Carlisle for three successive years 
had certainly a better claim to the title than any 
other man : and it is well known Belcher was 
for some years considered the Champion of Eng- 
land. In the great essentials necessary for ac- 
quiring that enviable distinction, the similarity 
was equally striking. The same cool and ua- 
.daunted courage, and the same varied and effec- 
tive action were conspicuous in both : — and if 
.Jem's propriety when fighting " might be deemed 
.ft model for pugilists in general," it is but justice 
n3 
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vef enlBre«t a i^itg f^-toJ ilft##y iffH " li fe I fc m i Jwi 

dcqnitii. ** '- - * * ->. i-- -i ,- > i. /*.;( 

,' It ittayiiM b#*lSit)>ti^t'4iMibMr III infitMi 
account of Tttobias I^TiclldftftS^^ ll^ Ya nJ fii'gb l H i ifla 
FusioD to the pa^l^^ttb deiit^«l*fii'wbMFh#i#w 
Engaged iit the y^aff '1*^14) iA't^ng* •UNrnrteHM^^A 
CarHste.* WeliiiV^'ttmMHfh^^'iMMibH^f^^ 
fn^, tha« Wli^ :lV>te IHtikiiii^ibr 0£tmi,9&i 
kodw noilbiiig df tf^ ttcAdti ft^ ^^kiifiob^^lMA'lliii 
the behaviour of BljI^r^lf^ wli»^ c^tt» fookv 
outforbim, rfnd tlte^ i^fttfeir eipreiSBed by ' mm i i 
amateurs to wftbeai a trtal i»f ^Miti ti«t#ieett Htmms 
made Tbm 'erroneouri^ Odttle Ite <4iarMtMr' ^Mtf 
&t stake, and that he cbiM n^t d^tilie ifen» aiftf- 
test without iucnrriiig the charge oftevtir*4 
whit^ featihdr in him. W^ iafy <0»¥0WMNtt^y» W 
cause T^e fhiuk' by hfis cdnlteiitiiig^'tO'fitfbtt^'^^^ 
blig:e any man, or set df'Dd^A #4itftefW^^)49* 
Viated from that maifly iMependence ^l ^fUtmt 
ter he wished to prt^n%; aiid ««[Hidliii9'fXB*- 
noWn h^ had aequiteg ttanft^ airil Ji»»f'i»<t 
WrestUr, By becMaing so mobb^tlNr'aMM •! •(- 
fhers, as to subject himself t6 the GeitflAa4%i(ak 
dation of being considered ay a iiifw^i' | |pi ijy »W jl^<it 
fighting sbch a bhtokgtiard as RldMy^^NAiMl 
Hrsally known t6 be; In tbb hmd^ MMr; Mni 
likewise suffered the ojyTnlbn <tf iH h tt'lfc Ihl'tiM- 
enee his own judgment tilt Me bad teeeiMed *iMm 
Ibeating t^an wotild hard'HIitilMd^tt tcllenM^ 
game man ; yet even then< tk>tw$ttiiPtali4|D'g^ w 
superior umiffM and jiWicww^ of 4ildleyj ttM^ift- 
Tsources Tom possfessiid in btt'fe^iK^&HIJVMIrMi*- 
ler^ joined to his natural ^fedHiAhtotWlt tt j ^l l ri ^ 
^fide when actinia open- M0 a< 
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rier of boxing, enabled him to bring the contest 
to such a state as clearly evinced what would 
have been the result if he had adopted that line 
of conduct at the comijaencement of the battle. 
Respecting the termination of that contest, it ia 
the opinion of many who witnessed itj and whose 
judgment we think cannot be questioned, that 
Tom was the fresher man when the combatanti^ 
were separated, and that the severe falls Ridley 
constantly received, must soon have rendered 
him unable to meet his opponent at the scratch* 
Whatever different opinions might be entertain- 
ed respecting the science displayed during the 
contest, it was unanimously admitted that the 
courage and bottom exhibited by both, were ne-» 
ver excelled by any pugilists in the kingdom. — 
Tom, we believe, is not yet thirty eight years of 
age. . .... .. . .. .• ^ 

OMMMi^ooif Bf%imnii< ^irar 4ti4ef^f^ G^rUOm 
riii^'vvfa«A(niMi&64iee>hk exfpH^feto »kli^rtwit^a(K 
pw vfikfm^lftbmbi^ Ike/ODBtiAiied: a fmM Am 
ti»^Mi6dtN^T«Mer fifty oMsllfi^^ Harrgr 

llii»TiirM»ll0ditliofi^ to^tafc^Mtllim atayi other' julitt 
la • ti^^o^liatyvi aBdide^worftl/Of hisr oppQiieats imM 

utei^ p49Uh lit } a drfaig ( Mfy» W9t m6ittiit>» tte 
4Mnei^»ll^BMiJffiab«dsitn^ Wfl^ QJeb^eik 
^mIi; 4tf*iirifcnskifttiii»f4 
fi9«3^^BilidaivHiNNpeB^ihe iaMh^fi^btABSU^hifm wHl 

^tiU«>*fiknryi?fc«tt'W^ii<«ftHiff prizi^ jilid makM 
ji^nfitM^-BahwMaesiit^ birt he&ag tlfeil 19 bi^ 
iiaftrjri pntntKicfi 8u|ip«ieiabailt trentjr.tw^ yeftrn 
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iMmotlM. At iMi mMlHigi hftviiiKt-tiiii^in» • 
WMcil#f ^ Mma <^le«ifM]r te the ii g l i w m mii di 

«MtedWfiei^l#r«P0ldilh#PelifMiMfa. itevlM* 

duuiM) w» cAfiaot mm^Ut 4#tiiaifai»> m Hurry 
throw him «o jhir tfa« fir»l Mt/ tfht he hhmrtf 
w&^er w«*t to Hm growad.*^ We InHwe-.ths 
trmb is, that «gM^ mm^ Uumjkir^ptaff, unmikm 
i*i ^t of thove aiMliNtiii omplMi «ho fPepoe> tth » 
in tho fk^ ttftdnaoh^ WM the oonftiiimir tluit^r 
'Bottdle, a gboj^ Wrfe<tl^r tipho had itoootypiii 
Graham, after winning his first fall was nevw^e* 
gain called npon. Howev^'thetieajriheyJordaa 
won thee^ond «kII, mnd Ii«nr«f w«« iirowd mm 
KMhif dlsaatisfied at the ttsege he faadiMfertaNr 
eed, Ifarry exj^tee^dawiahoif thetoliewiii? day 
to try afdw Mte'wtth My Wrealler Aan at Cetf^ 
lisle. This bekif r^^led to the ChainpiMt 
iiiehelson, Tew o0N>ed to. stake lUfo-M to^to^etf 
hkOMrtf for the heftt^five ftHs, erhioh tfffarwM 
hnmediiately a oa c y ta d ^ Itwas Ihas A e nt eleven 
<felook» and aiheadowln €Saldevfate-ia*^i«% 
Was the pladeand thne appeintadifor d n t ii Bmlfi hup 
Me wag<»r. Bo^h parlies were tonn^ai llie.ap* 
fM^iatment, and no thne was losi inf fo ee od iny to 
aellen; ThefiratandaaoondAltawere-ihnilariy 
^ontasted,'^ and tehninaAed' in the snme aaannoii 
Harry, itoger to be: at work« instastlj- mada 
play ;^tbe snperior htigih^Qt T<an^ onaUod idia 
to defend hhntelf byiiJtingagaiMOhiedppancaiti 
Iflbd he loit^ time in rataiiingrthaiia 



yGoogk 



4M 



hankering his heel. Notwithstanding the aotiviT 
ty of Harry, he could not in either of these in* 
stances, resist the consequences resulting irom 
this favourite mode of Tom's, in which he certain- 
ly excelled all the Wrestlers we ever knew, and 
both the falls were immediately conceded to 
Nicholson. The third fall was contested in near- 
ly a similar manner, but the termination was dif*- 
ferent. Harry, on finding his heel again hook- 
ed, immediately turned his body round with such 
rapidity as to bring Tom all hut underneath him 
in the fall. Tom insisted it was a dog fall, while 
Harry claimed it, in which he was supported by 
his friends, and in which opinion the spectators 
in general coincided. However being left to us, 
we decided it was not fair. In this place we 
will remark that it has been maintained by Tom's 
friends, that it was a e^rMwArew business altogether 
on his part : — this story is utterly false. Tom 
was apparently as sober when the wager was 
made as any man on the Swifts; on meeting iu 
Caldewgate, he remarked to us that a pint, ®r 
glass of ale, then before him, of which he had 
drank about one third, was the only one he had 
tasted since he had made the wager ; — and ori 
winning the two first falls he jocularly remark* 
ed " that Graham, though a good Wrestler, was 
far too fond oi making play ; but that if Harry 
gave him more time, he himself was no bad one 
in that respect;'' besides, could any drunken 
man have thrown such a Wrestler as Grahaiil 
was, twice successively ? In the fourth trial T4)m 
made play, which Harry warded oif with mucli 
skill, and gave Tom a convincing proof of his 
quality by striking him fairly down. The fifth 
fall was exactly similar to ine third, and' bfeing 
so decided by us, the business was for iSome tftfld 
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won; &owei^4mTom'8#ff»riii^}iori(I^Yfo4ti^ 
and '6qfte ifl^ppa<n» it wafli acMded toy^ftiid ih# oim-^ 
ieit was instancy renen^ed* It i» njamfcmm^ 
lo dwell on the ensuing &lls9'-^-«uffipe it to obi» 
$kvvef they werie well contested) botb .diqpiay« 
ing great action and science, fiarEy.won ibe 
Urst, Tom the second^ . an^ Harry the imrfi 
and fonrtb ; no disp^ute oecurredv #!|ld Tom Jm^ 
knowledged defeat by paying his iyiOTisy*cbe^'» 
fiilly; I 

^ We will now briefly give the Teader our: oas^ 
did opiniop of tbe foriegoing oointMt in whjob 
iiarr^ acquired so many laurels* Neithar.^tf 
;ttieni #e believe spent the preceding oiviening in 
ihemost sober or prudentmfc mann^ ;* and^pccN 
liably Tom'fli more extensive acquaintance^ jmb^ 
ted to th^ circnmstance of his winning. tli^.pciaei 
flaigbt have rendered him the Je^sfii Mif mtuh.^ 
(contest. Tom felt anxious^fcnr another tf ifii? asd 
kbw ik€U would ;bave ferminated*: can^^^w.diiht 
fat jjto«as«d at Adnutfing that iwp^itt^ Hm 
knowledge rine^fidls must have giviifc 'i)iemt,jqtf 
Mdbntfaee, >ras «dit in T<Mn'«/iiifot^# 4a Hexry 
had'hecome parfeetly awaJbe .to hisL:latr«MtlajiMt^ 
tbody . and that Harpy < evidently gaiited.grinlnd us 
Itka contest advanced ; . stilt we da iUnl^ T<te 
wm the better: Wre^t^t and woiiJ^)li<Mre: thro wtt 
more m^n thao;Htory:ihW <?<ttiW. A^^ttT rooi^ 
Mfia lor this wMid oc^q|>y a; itf^eb f^ro^tar f ojot 
iieii of Our remaintti^ naglmthw w^ ^B»:9&smi$ 
qpsirei we are oompwedf thn9. abrupt^ iio^ tak^ 
l&ava of the subject 7 v ^ .- i^. . . r 

; Th^ great faQie:Harfy^<Mi!tIr^/bj:j(bis^it« 
AtM^^sa^isi^ed his IHentd9.,th»j^ Jtef wi^lt ^9U^ 
pf aiiy maqlv.tb^iHsdfiiiii andiitti^^ 

M^iMiHi ip.th«ie.<>|4i^iM»^ ^m^m^mkm^^ 
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men t to wrestle him within one month of hii 
contest with Nicholson, for the greatest sum we 
ever knew wrestled for, either in Cumberland or 
Westmorland. At the time of making this wa- 
ger, nothing was farther from our intention than 
wrestling Harry or any other person, as we had 
been unwell for some time, though we had been 
at Carlisle, where we were thrown after a smart- 
ish contest by Joseph Bird, of Holme Wrangle, a 
wrestler highly noted in that part of the county. 
The preceding year we had thrown Harry at 
Arlecdon with such ease, that we believe three or 
four to one would then have been offered against 
him for a single fall ! and a meeting between us 
for a number of falls, would have been thought 
highly ridiculous. But now the case was totally 
altered ; — through extreme illness we were obli- 
ged to solicit at least a respite of our engage- 
ment; this was not granted ; and, as six guineas 
were deposited, we chose to appear rather than 
forfeit. The sum contended for was sixty gui- 
neas, and the number of falls wrestled was ele- 
ven. No Wrestler ever entered a ring in higher 
condition, or with greater confidence than Har- 
ry, and his gaining the three first falls could not 
fail to increase the good opinion of his friends, as 
nothing but a most decisive victory could thea 
be contemplated. But the loss of three falls, in- 
stead of depressing^ only roused our energies, 
the listlessness which pervaded the whole frame 
at the commencement of the contest, now gave 
place to that animated feeling arising from exer- 
cise, and the situation in which we were then 
placed ; and instead of the expected victory, 
Harry was somewhat obligated to fortune for one 
fall out of the other eight ! Harry was some 
pounds the heavier man, but the advantages of 
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knitaiilTMfli^ niol^jtif^ ^IfMA^sobaMr ^yrhiuU 
«nr>i^Thi» b«Mi«Mt'>ftiMibr!)pMDe .bn 'ArlMAQlf 
llt>bivoil:tlibi2«tbQAOdtobbiwiailk ^ 
' TbevMl0ii4iigr[ y«Alr* Hairy) w«« irortfMAt 
eool:eipmbatfa,l>^ JblMi ^^Uctr of W|nUiofrBbUi 
a stnnig^r tad/neBtfan'unA-TthaB.bimM&tliiiA 

itdt:]iiiictLdaltell«t{Ilaittyw Mmnm MltM-aMMiv 
^nled-li A«leoao4r>#aees InJglOi.wlMm miTV 
threfvr ikcanrbbtfa'fiiTtiU^ piiuii fidrryrooiiite&eA 
^restlhi^rapTto tis^ few i882; during' wfaiclit tiam 
ke gained ifa a ny p riatctt, kad ^el>6Uavei^iaalaemt 
ItfterwoUrAi) ^€featfed)Iin> a liiWk^li ; iMhramfr tin 
t0a&0ltsgmttiiifDmSKm9iw^ai tl»^1awxiMi lothM 
in iWso^ffe ." ^ -•'""-•'»/-- ''vn ..> ;•'. .^ 
-WilUaiaf'dRkhaiidfon Jb^ittfl dt Codkendotiili 
ftevifram^ hh irinnilig tlM pfrifle or^ Garlide im 
1881^ Mtidentally f(0HiiiviHtk Hafry, ^L^Hstmm 
w^n^spaaingheifWBin tb0ih.re8paotiBg t<^re$tl&ig, 
a okan6iD^{f0rartrtBihg^«wager»' to be? decidM 
imdkeitta^lyy was tli^ eonieqiotooe. ' fikrry at 
thiiiinie wa^so'ioefeaYeain: &dsh as ta wei^ 
ttearljf^' sixteen iitoilc»9 but notwitkatandiiig tUs 
ii8advHiktag«,lie €4&titi&ed an ^a^ Tictery . It ii 
aUegeU'i>ysi^m^ifaat Riclihrdsoa was not In* a 
proper i^tate to wreiAle at that time ; tliis is ad 
strenuomlr <Aekied^ *y otliers i — we cannot say 
kow Ib^lfiatter reoli^ trccjsr,' but we are eo#redt 
iff aayiiig^UatRidhara^on acknowledged defeat 
in three trials; and that Harry could have been 
baolted to ^vretetle him ftnr any wager he tiieught 
proper,' at Aiil» or €mg other time. 

Very few (if any) Cumberland Wrestlers a!-* 
tended the Ambleside sports in I81B. Miles. 
Bix0a;atid « batcher in AmblesidEey werelbq 
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twt> l^st Mandersj and it bein^ agreed between 
them that the latter should be the ostensible win- 
ner of the prize, they agreed to ti^restle two or 
three falls ior the gratification of those gentle- 
tnen who had subscribed towards the Wrestling; 
and in this friendly trial Miles Dixon was vic- 
torious. This Champion, though we believe not 
an equal match for some of the Cumberland men 
of his day, seems to have been entitled to rank 
as the most renowned hero in that part of West- 
morland. About this, and the succeeding time, 
John Long seems to have been considered su- 
perior to his brother Rowland. The laifer visit- 
ed Carlisle in 1811, but notwithstanding his un- 
common powers, being both a very tall and 
heavy man, he was not so fortunate as to gain a 
Single fall. Rowland is a Wrestler of nearly 30 
years standing, and must during that time have 
contended with a number of good men. It is 
said he is extremely anxious to make the prizes 
he has gained up to one hundred^ as he is only 
two or three short of that number ; but from his 
increasing years, and corresponding numbness, 
it is a great chance whether he will ever suc- 
ceed in doing so. This was the last year in 
which any considerable sum was given at Am- 
bleside. The gentleman w ho so actively patron- 
ised it, returned to Edinburgh. The intention 
of making it a meeting of much notoriety seems 
fo have completely failed, as the Wrestling there 
was never at all equal to that witnessed at Car- 
lisle and Keswick. 

In 1812, the first prize at Carlisle was won by 
J, Scott, of Canobie, throwing at the last Wm. 
Richardson, of Caldbeck, whom he had thrown 
in the course of the Wrestling the preceding 
year. Scott though shorter by three inches than 
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bdpg the tUrd stanileriii 1 811 » and ih^i»ni^q<i<g^ 
4n m 1811^ it •uffieieatt^Mstaiiip tumas «ipery«x» 
celleBt Wrestler, Uiougb be had not eacoemivmm 
ly vanquiehed sooh a hero as Richardaon... TlUi 
was the only yt^ar William MackereUi attendioi 
ik9 Carlisle Wrestling. Hte jbeing coiisidere4 -d 
pupil of Ni<)holsoii's and the victor at AmMetidi^ 
in 1811, much was expected from hijnu.. Be-Wfn 
thrown very unexpectedly in the first round* bai 
being chosen in for the second prize, be^ac^uii* 
ted himself to the perfect satisfaction of the mm^ 
teurs> being one of the three last standerst aQ4 
the contest between him and William. 'Biobardf»* 
mnki who threw him, .is spoken of as one of tbii 
best ever witnessed on tl^ Swifts. Madkeiath^ 
in person, greatly resembles Jack Carter the po^ 
gUist, iHJt is a much .stronger man thaja C^rter«. 
In addition to the above exploits, .hci won &si' 
prize at Arleedon the succeeding year, throvi^ia; 
4tt the last Robert Selkirk, for some time oongi-^ 
dered the leading Wrestler between that placA 
and Duddon.*— At Penrith^ this .year« wb^ tbm 
Wrestling had, owing to various cijrCumstanoeSi{ 
dwindled so as to ei^cite no comparative intem^ 
with that at Carlisle, the prize was won by .Joh» 
Slee, of Dacre, who, as an outside striker witb 
the left knee, excelled any other Wrestler a^ tl^ 
time. Among those whom he threw on this, oe*' 
casion, were James Robinson, and the persoa. 
who threw Wm. Dickinson, the two men who fir. 
ternately gained the prize at Carlisle the ensoinip 
years. . ;. . ^-' . . 

In 1813, Robert Rowantree, so often mention* 
«d as a distinguished Wrestier in the course oi 
this work, eained the first prize. It was singii?. 
lar that Riohardson was agi^in the last leper aail 
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the winner of the second prize. Rowan tree wasp 
six feet high, and a very muscular man ; attach- 
ed to loose holds, an excellent cross buttocker, 
and an extremely awkward customer to get at. 
He had as a J^re'ntler largely contributed to the 
celebrity of the Carlisle wrestling since its insti- 
tution ; but now, fully satisfied with the laurels 
he had honourably acquired, he took his leave 
of that, and for any thing we know, of ev^ery o- 
ther ring. 

The prize at Carlisle in 1814 was won by 
William Dickinson, from Alston Moor, who 
weighed from thirteen, to fourteen stones, and 
was about five feet ten inches high. Dickinson 
had wrestled both at Carlisle and Penrith the 
preceding year, and was much noticed. He was 
justly considered a first rate Wrestler, and his 
attendance was expected the ensuing year ; but 
Dickinson, it appears, had other prospects ; he 
married, and things not falling out according to 
his expectation, he emigrated to America. The 
last person he threw for the prize was George 
Dennison, the successor of that highly reputed' 
bone setter, Benjamin Taylor. Dennison, in 
addition to coming last for the firsi prize-, won- 
the second^ and his exploits in the ring on this 
occasion, aflForded great satisfaction to the at- 
tendant gentlemen. The fall between him and 
Dickinson was rather a singular one. Dennison 
threw in his left side with much force, intending 
to buttock his opponent; — Dickinson left go, and 
Dennison, disappointed of his object, staggered 
forward a considerable distance but could not 
save himself from going down on his hands, 
otherwise he would have won the fall as he had 
preserved his hold. 

In 1815 the prize at Carlisle was borne away 
o2 
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1*0 WREfTH4|M^. 

game-keepers at Lowwex Castle. 'JTw, I^ 
standerwas William Slee^ brother to ^QbA 81ee^ 
whom we have noticed aa the victor at J^niritft, 
in 1813. Robii^OQ waa a fourteen stope inaA» 
i^nd Slee not thirteen) and both pomi^g tww^ihfi^ 
neighbourhood of Penrith, Slee, p^r^t^bljr^o^ 
apiou9 thi|t the chcm^e was against bim» agEee4l 
to lie dow^^a^ the];# la j^ doubt hfi^woai^^ 
paid ifor it. This mode of proceeding waab%faej^ 
ly censored by many mnoere friends .1;a^ttie4i3i^ 
^ise, but in^fact, it was only foUowiiig im.t)|^ 
precedent allowed to Nicholson and I>onglas4ll^ 
1(81 1. In wrestling over for tjbe second^ pri;^^ 
l^lee was thrown the first round, &ndtaa Ifnii^ 
standera were Thomas Todd» of Alston, and.tbl' 
youngest of three brpthera of the nam^ ojC JPoa*' 
ter, all of whom wrestled this year, aad Acqn^; 
red great celebrity by throwing several gCMMJk 
Wrestlers. ^ T^dd and Foster could not ^^p(f^^ 
^ about the hold, and consequently never wrcp^^ j[ 
but on dividing the money, we have been inloinofv^ 
ed that Todd received more than his oppoii^Ai^ 
It being the opinion of tt|e umpire that b0 Brfw^: 
the fiairer stander. 

In 1816 Todd was one of the twolart atafi^c^tt^ 
for the first prize, but who bad a right to., b^ tbi^. 
other, is somewhat difiSoult to determine. J^ou^ 
a spectator tbat^year, we do not hesitate tpam 
that the conduct of the : umpires was extfre<Bd(¥/ 
blameable. In the course of the wrestlipg, %<^Uk 
between Thomas Richajrdson, of IIesketj,an4 J^ 
seph Graham, from Ravenglass, was gi^en tp,tb% 
fprmer. We assert that Grahapi wets not 9^Wr-^, 
ed a fair hold,-r*that it was a.m^nifept sQapj ■ fijiJc. 
tliat after all it was a complete dogffJl, . y^, 
wrestling when there wer^ Imt. four stfup^Ai^. 
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Richardson was indisputably thrown ; but such. 
was the gross partiality shewn towards him, that 
he was allowed to compound with the person 
who threw him. Having thus become the other' 
last stander, it appeared that he had agreed with 
Todd to divide the money between them, but' 
the point of honour had not been settled whether 
was to be the ostensible victor; accordingly 
they would not make a wrestle of it, and not- 
withstanding the precedents before alluded to, 
Mr. Pearson very properly withheld the money. 
The proprietor of the circus, awake to his own 
interest, gave a silver cup to wrestle for the next 
day. The sum demanded for admittance was 
not great, but the receipts far overbalanced the 
value of the cup, which was won by John Low- 
den, from Keswick. The last loser was Andrew 
Armstrong, from Sowerby Hall, an excellent 
Wrestler, who weighed between twelve and thir- 
teen stones, but not an equal match for Lowden, 
who was nearly a stone heavier. Lowden was 
a very cross stander, and as difficult to dispose^ 
of as any Wrestler within the last century. Wer 
have noticed the contest between him and' 
Nicholson at Ambleside in another place. That^ 
contest took place before Lowden was at his 
best-, and being the last year of Nicholson'^ 
wrestling, he never threw /Aa/ hero'm a ring,. 
but in the list of those he afterwards threw, the 
names of Richardson, Mackereth, Graham, and:*^ 
many others, might be enumerated ; with us he 
was not so fortunate, as we threw him at Arlec- 
don in the year 1813, when in his prime. 

The disputes respecting the wreslUn*^: in 1810^- 

caused its suspension in 1817, but the proprietor"> 

of the circus again ventured to speculate on the^ 

celebrity of the exercise, by giving two or three* 

O 3 
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prizes* TheM^ were won bjF.JohpM*] 
(eommonty called Cta^n) and Joika 
both from the ^icisitj of QiOT^iiil^y. Mv_ 
threw Liddle at the last for thf first priM^iMlA, 
laid down to him for the a^c^oiid :— Jie likelfriii^^ 
threw Todd aim Robinson, neither of them tbftpff^ 
able to do any thing with bini, oo aecouot of ,iri»^ 
tremendous size. 

As the wrestling at Cf rjisl^ t^aom ep ntt p n^^ ^ 
suspended till the yeea 1^) , ^a mist^noiii rpppiri, 
to that at Keswick^ which ip^,I9l8^w«a{>atE«n^MAT 
in a very liberal manner, and hftS;eoiitinued.ailg^* 
minting to the present time. The prhie.th«i| 
year was won4>y Tbomas Riohardson, of Hed a^i^ 
throwing at the last the eelebmted Williaiaillll*^. 
son, of Ambleside. In 1819 it wai( won Iqr^ii*^ 
drew Armstrongs ofSowert>y Hall. In lm96» i$^ 
was won by William Wite^n, of AmMsi<l% 
whose last opponent was William R|e|uurAsQ^ 
of Caldbeok. In 1831 , so rapidly ^ h#d wmliiMg^ 
increased ilk tfre estfmation^ of a^l ranks, tbat i^ 
was foond the attendance at the Races, was.i»^,% 
great measure gorerned by it ; and the sobscinp^t 
tfons pronortionably increasing, it waa^Mtf n^M' 
to three daysy-r-the winner odthe first da^li#y 
ing debarred on the second. NotwithstanofaigJK 
very numerous field of Wrestters,^ the first pi^M^ 
was won by Richard Abbot, a sph^olmaster^fircNBi^ 
Whitehall, who weighed very little mov^ thiol' 
eleven stones. Neither could it be emmd4»TeA' 
that Abbot fell /or/una(e^ in when wrenQ^Q^. 
through the ring, his four last opponents l>jb]mg^ 
A. Armstrong, J. Frears,T. Ricbardlsonf a|i#fT<;^ 
Lock, all of them good Wrestlers, aod avanmfinir 
two stones above his weight. 7W <>ftheg» ^ t i i r. 
it will be recollected had likewise been p fwis^^ 
ly victors at Keswick, and had #rt|!B|3Viii|M> 
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themselves at Carlisle. Frears and Lock were 
from the vicinity of Whitehaven, and hothwell 
known as Wrestlers ; the latter on this occasion 
greatly distinguished himself, throwing both Ed- 
ward Hawel, a very noted Wrestler, and the 
truly celebrated J. Lowden, who, though mar- 
ried, took a fancy to enter the ring, and was the 
third stander. The second prize was won by 
James Graham, then residing in Bassenthwaite, 
a very likely man for excelling as a Wrestler ; 
standing above six feet, and weighing fourteen 
stones. We are very sorry our limits will not 
permit a more lengthy detail of this celebrated 
ngieetin^. 

The grtat falliDg off in the attendance pf ali^ 
ranks at Carlisle races since the jsuspension ol 
Hue wrcttljttg o^^mowd its revival this, yeitr ; 
and it c^oiiid boast among: the numerQus^speC;) 
talofs asmmblad to witness it, loany of tbejoaoisi 
diaiingiiished character^ in this and the adjapent^ 
eoonties ;— nay} moh was its aUracUon^ ih^i i^ 
gentler sex, as in the days of auld lang syney 
deigned to regard it as an exercise worthy of 
English were to practise, and as an amusement 
whxQhfaUe delicacy, or predetermined prejudice 
only could discover any thing so indecorous as to 
prevent Englishteomew from sanctioning it with 
their presence. The first prize on this memor- 
able day was won by William Richardson, of 
Caldbeck ; and the second by John Weightman, 
a hero who had during the two preceding years 
risen to the top of the tree in the vicinity of Car- 
lisle. The last opponent of Weightman was 
Joseph Abbot, from the vicinity of Penrith, a 
very celebrated Wrestler, who likewise highly 
distinguished himself at Penrith Races this year, 
where there were evident symptoms of this ath- 
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tetic exetd^ again becoming an obfect Wi^t^^ 
of enconraMme^t. Thomas Ford who^oqairw* . 
great celebrity at this meeting by tfbroif^ 
Weig^tman, and contesting the isli/ fall with 
Riclmrdson, has generally* resided wHhin a few^ ' 
miles of Egremont. He was thrown by Wi^ghtf * 
man for the second prize, but appeared to be no* 
mieqnal competttpr for him ; being sit feet two 
faictes high, and weighing iipwai^ of fon^teetf' 
itones. To say the least of Ford, he was mndk- 
noticed by the spectators for Msmanty exertloits, • 
and the alacrity and cheerfulness with which Tw - 
always met his man. James Graham before «!• 
loded to, was likewise considered to stand dn 
tery high ground though thrown by W^ght* 
nan for both ""prizes. 

As for the victor, W. Rieliardson, whonl im 
have so often had occasion to allude to,' Afs 
might very justly be considered an excellent "fie 
np for him, as he was stated in the newsrpapers' 
of the day, to be forty-flve years of age ! and ttie> 
winner of :840 Belts!! We cannot decisively 
contradict either statement, but as far ats weeanf 
judge they are both rather exaggerated. We 
never met Richardson in a ring bat once, and 
that was during our novitiate. Richardsow wa» 
in his prime, and we well remember 'he then call- 
ed himself about twenty-three years of age ; we 
were turned of eighteen, therefore if fc« sp^e 
correctly, he could not be more than forty-one 
at the time he won this prize. Rlchardsoii might 
be about five feet nine inches in height,- aod^ 
would weigh from thirteen to fourteen stoneS;* 
Being a Wrestler of twenty-*five years statia!tt^,~t 
and for a long time open io any mim^' *e 1*** 
wrestled more, and gained a grecflet^ nuthibtt c(^ 
prizes 9 than any other man ever did. HW IkvcA^ 
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.rite method was the inside> and he seems to have 
been (like Achilles) the most vulnerable in the 
heel. It was by catching his heel that Scott 
threw him two successive years, and by which 
J. Nicholson (brother to Tom) threw him at dif- 
ferent times ; and yet neither of them, though 
excellent Wrestlers, ought to have stood any 
chance with him. We are likewise well inform- 
ed, that in his casual trials with T. Nicholson, he 
not unfrequently barred that favourite finish off 
of that hero's, which was a kind of acknowledg- 
ment of his inferiority. We do not credit the 
assertions of his friends in regard to his being 
Tom's master, our opinion is, that he was not : 
and notwithstanding Tom was a stone the lighter 
man, the fa>ct of his repeatedly throwing the 
very men who have thrown Richardson, asRow- 
antree, Harrison, and Lowden, and the great 
reasons there are to believe, that such men as his 
brother John, and Scott, could never have 
thrown him, justify us in asserting Tom was the 
better Jf^restler^ and more capable of wrestling 
through rings than Will was, although the latter 
was always considered a more pains -taking 
Wrestler. Many of Richardson's friends assert, 
and among them are some well qualified to judge, 
that he was ihe fairest stander, and best Jf^restler 
of his time ; while those rather hostile to him, con- 
tend, that he was a swZA^ (which is tantamount to 
an unfair) stander, and was as much indebted to 
thaty and his tremendous strength of arm, as to 
\x\^ science. For our part we have no reason to 
applaud or condemn ; — we do not think any of 
our readers will deem us incapable of forming aa 
opinion, and we assure them it is a free and upf 
prejudiced one. We have not the least doubt 
but that he was for a number, or even for one 
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1^1 incssttiA^A. 

VKR, tt competent tnateh for any man in the Mag* 
iiom for very many years. For us to endeavour 
to parttcularixe his conquests would be absurd ; 
and we hare noticed his occasional* defeatis tot 
the purpose of reflecting lustre on those who 
threw such a hero, and not by any meansr to de- 
tract flrom the great and well merited renown he . 
tinirersally possessed. 

We come now to the Keswick Wrestling iA 
1828. The first prize was won by John Liddte", 
of Blind Bothel, throwing at the last William 
Cass, of Loweswater ; and the second by Jona- 
than Watson, of Torpenhow. Weightman, who 
was the farourite, was thrown by Cass for the 
first prize, and Watson threw him the last fall for 
the second. Watson likewise threw J. Richard- 
Win, T. Lock, J. Graham, and T. Tordifif. Wat- 
son had before thrown Weightman in thecoursd 
of the y^r, at Micklethwaite* and W. Richard- 
son, at, or near Caldbeck : these conquests we 
think entitle him to rank very high as a Wrestler. 
He is about five feet el^ht inches high, and near 
thirteen stone weight; is considered an excellent 
^otind Wrestler, and is by trade a shoemaker. 
Notwithstanding Watson gained the second 
prize, he was thrown in the first round ^r the 
first, by William Wilson, of Ambleside, undoubt- 
edly the best Wrestler Westmorland evet pro- 
dueed ; and it is the confirmed opinion of vei'^ 
nany whose judgment is entitled to every con- 
rideratfoa, that at the time he won at Keswick* 
he w»B the master of any man in the kingxlom. 
It is certah) that upon that occasion Richardson 
ted not the shadow of a chance y^th him; and 
As preceding year he gave a coiiVincing pr<Mtf 
ef4lto powers by striking J. Laughlen down iti 
•iiih'^^Biltttter ttsii^ ateeotittBced no otfaeir oml^' 
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la the klDgjjfMa iH»lJJ4 Jb^m^^m^ Wimfk.i^omB 
by Weightman he was labouriiig undet aa .M/Mk^ 
maticcoinplaint» otherwi^ he ought to hayeheei^ 
to his very prime. He stands near aix feet four 
inches high» and weighed* when in good healthr 
about 6fteen stones. 

We come now to the consideration of the Car* 
lisle Wrestling in 1822. The first prize was woa 
by W. Cass» and the second by John Weightman. 
As those who wrestled may yet be considered in 
possesion of ike ring^ that circumstance mosir 
of course circumscribe our account of them* Casa 
i^ pot far from six feet high, and weighs nxteen 
stones. The action he displays is an outside; 
stroke with his left foot* but its &taliiy consists io) 
the swiuj^, or twist, with which it is accompanied,, 
and his method of parting with his men. He was,- 
not much noticed previous to his throwing^ 
Weightman; but in our opinion he u)iUf and is, 
ike only man who ought to Ahrow him agam^ 
Cass is equally as strong^ fiill as heavyi .and 
Weightman will find it difficult to improve his 
bold, ^nd command him as he does all his other 
opponents, Cjuss certainly won very clen^erly* 
and though we must admit he wrestled fortunate* 
ly through the ring, we think him the likMest 
person to win a^ain. — The redoubted Weight* 
man is above six feet three inches high, and 
weighs upwards of fifteen stones* Weightman 
has certainly a very good natured, and in£^d we 
might with truth say, a prepossessing appearance. 
The whole 9cience he appears master of Is the 
address he displays in the application of his, tre^ 
mendous strength in breaking his adversary's, and 
improving bis o,wii hold. He appears to be miuster 
of Liddle,andin themiilc/^betwcien him and RWh* 
^dsonj the latter ^e^tainly had no chance with 



yGoogk 



Aitt. RBipeotfii|^li6 1>i^bi*vW^ ionvmirdd the 8pe6- 
tatori on that oceaflion, we will remark that there 
HI a rerf tna't^rial differett^e between wr^gtling^ 
^i privaie match, and coj^tenditig for a pubMc 
prize. The loiter is expressly for the amusement 
of the speciatorsj and they have a rig^bt, as in a 
theatre, to express in a certain degree, their opi- 
liidn <rf the conduct of the performers; but with 
the/ofwicr they have no right whatever, except- 
ing tc preserve fair*play between the men ; and 
when it is well kn6wn that this was neither the 
second nor third instance in which matches with 
Richardson never were decided, we have room 
to infer^tfaat the^ fault in taking hold might not 
be ^ Weigbtman's. iPhe grand question now is 
-^Is there one man in the present list who can 
throw him a main ^ Our opinion is, if there be 
afii>, there are not two. John Liddle, the victor 
at Keswick, and firom whom ihuch Was anticipa- 
ted at Carlisle, is upwards of fourteen stdnest. 
and about five feet ten inches high. It is scarce- 
ly fair to make lengthy remarks upon those whd 
may ^gain appear in tne ring, therefore we shall 
only observe, that With one excepHcny there is 
BTo wrestler o/, or tincfer his dwn weight at pre- 
sent that can. throw him. James Graham nad 
for some time been labouring un^er a bad state 
of health, and in aippearance, as well as pow- 
errs, had evidently declined. We likewise 
think that T. Richardson cannot he what he hoe 
been* As a Aijper,^he is certainly the quick- 
est and best on the list. He is taller, but ^ot so. 
heavy as Liddle ; and though we do not think 
him a T. Nicholson,'/'yet very few at present are 
an equal match for him' John Fearon, who 
threw Weightman at Carlisle, is about the same 
beig^t, but heavier than that hero. The feme of 
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Weightman was his principal inducement for 
entering that ring, aqd by throwing him he ac- 
complished his object. Respecting the contest 
between them, it was a bad one, and Weightman 
lost the fall at a time when he ought to have been 
pertain of winmng it. — John M'Laughlen, the 
fourth stander on that occasion, is near six feet 
six inches high, and at present weighs about se- 
venteen stones. Had he been in practice and ta- 
ken more pains in procuring an equal hold, 
Weightman ought not to have thrown him ; as 
though Qot excelling in action, he is by no means 
deficient in science, Having been soipe years 
married previous to his present settlement in 
Whitehaven as a publican, his practice must 
have been latterly very confined, otherwise 
he oughtj and we think, would h^ve been the 
present champion. — Weight and age considered, 
no Wrestler mure distinguished himself at Car- 
lisle than Robert Waters, the third stander. He 
appeared a liitle orje, is jil very t^oung one, and 
gave most convincing proofs of his science 
and quickness — the two great essentials which 
constitute a finished Wrestl^r,-r-T. Todd, the 
last loser, is full five feet ten inches high, and 
weighs twelve stones and four pounds. Puttin|* 
fiearsay, o\\i of the qnestion, and giving our opi- 
nion of what we nave personally witnessed^ 
Todd ia thabet/ and most finished Wrestler we 
ever saw. He has not the power of Nicholson, 
but excepting- Ilim, we nerersaw a thirteen^ nor 
is there at present any fourteen stone man, in 
onr opinion, able tp throw him the best of three, 
or five falls. — The prize given for Lads afforde4 
much amusement, dnd many of them displayed 
infinite science^ and seemed quite at home in the 
j\^^, T^e /tf»o 2m/, though not the t^Uest, pf 
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heaviest, among th^ competitof s, were Mh we 
were told, above tlie a^ specified in the' Adver- 
tisement. 

In concludingthis Treatise, we >iriU brie;^^ ^^^ 
mark there are^and were, «qme excellent Wrept* 
lers in the eastern part .of this coonty* witli 
whose names and exploits we were t^o loip.^r-' 
fectly acquaintfod in proper time for noticing* 
them. As for the present heroes, our eircum* 
' scribed limits, and tlie recollection ttiat we have 
freely criticised tlie exploits of those only, who 
may be considered to have taken their leave cf 
the ring^ .i^ill, we hope, prove a sufficient apolo* 
. gy for our brief notice of them. Of the perform- 
ance itself, we will only observe, that tne disad* 
vajitag;es invariably connected with any origi- 
nal work must plead in extenuation of its most 
glaring defects. At any rate. It niay serve aa 
a kind of data, or landniark, to those who may 
ifeel disposed to sail in that tract, where its pre- 
eedence must be allowed to have brotsen the ice. 



mige IdOb Hm 99, (in A ftw copiet onljj Ibr maeh^iunit Ntd 



m^^ 



FJNIS. 



9 



26, KiBg StTMi. 



yGoogk 



yGooQle 



^^ 



i 



RETURN TO the circulation desic of any 

University of California Library 

or to the 

NORTHERN REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITY 
BIdg. 400, Richmond Field Station 
University of California 
Richmond, CA 94804-4698 

ALL BOOKS MAY BE RECALLED AFTER 7 DAYS 
2-month loans may be renewed by calling 

(415)642-6233 
1-year loans may be recharged by bringing books 

to NRLF 
Renewals and recharges may be made 4 days 

prior to due date 

DUE AS STAMPED BELOW 



^Jt/LU» 



yGoogk 



964< 



y*»a* 



''■■■■: if-^ 






THE UNIVERSITY OF. CALIFORNIA UBRARY 



Google I 



